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FARAEFACE 


LJ HEN I feſt defined the fol: 
lowing SERMONS for the Prefs, 


I was not aware, that ſo much of them 
had been borrowed, (particularly as to 


one or two of them,) as, upon a cloſer 


Examination, I have fince found. But 


however, as I am always very ready, and 
even pleaſed, to acknowledge myſelf in- 
debted, where I know, or but think - 


ſelf ſo, I have, for this Reaſon, prefixed 
the immediately following mark © to almoſt 


every thing (of any manner of Conſequence 


as to length) which, as far as IT can re- 
collect, I believe to be not my own. If I 


A 2 have 


— —3 ea : 
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The PREFACE. 


have 0 FS done juſtice zo the Quota- 
tions, as not to have quoted improperly, 
T ſhall be very well ſatisfied ; and fo, T 
hope, will others ; but that muſt be left 
zo the Judęment and Determination of 


ny cangia and 3 Race. 


2 Thing I . a pics are wrote 
with a good Intent. And if only a few 
Families, (and it is hoped there may be 
many,) «pon tbe Peruſal of one of them, 
ſhall thereby be induced. with a decent, 
becoming Gravity, to beg a Bleſſing upon 
what they eat, (who had before neglected 
it, and afterwards, with an humble 
Gratitude, be thankful-for it, the Author. 
runs no manner of Riſque ; he cannot 
miſs his Aim; he is i= of being: 
Py: AX do 
| Thy 3 
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They are ſbort; but, very ee ly, 
they may be liked the better for that. 
One Advantage will attend it; that 


where they are approved of, (if it ſhould 
ſo happen that they are approved of at 


all.) they may be almoſt got by heart ; 
and I am ſure, where they are not, they + 


would not be thought better, wm being 
longer. 


J. D. 
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* Al dead in Adam, all alive in Cunt. 


1 Cox. xv. 22. 
4 1 in Adam all die, even ſo in Chrift — all be 
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8 | SERMON: II. 

The — of Gop, in the daily Preſervation | 
of Man. 


I os xii. 7, 8, 9, 10. 
At n now the Beaſts, and they ſhall teach tber: and 
the Fowls of the Air, and they ſhall tell thee : 
or ſpeak io the Earth, and it foal teach thee, and 
the Fiſhes of the Sea ſhall declare unto thee. Who 
knoweth not in all theſe, that the Hand of the 
Lord hath wrought this? in whoſe Hand is the 
Soul of every living thing, and the Breath of all 
* — —— H— — — —23 


SERMON III. 
The Queſtion put to Naaman by his Servants, 
applied 8 the Caſe of Religion. | 


2 KINOS v. 13. 

My Father, if the Prophet had bid thee do ſome 
great Thing, wouldſt thou not have done it? How 
much rather then, when he ſaith unto thee, Waſh 
and be clean? cn — — — — — 45 
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All dead in Adam, all alive 
uin CHRIST. 
P 


x Co R. XV. WA. 


Ari in Adam all die, even ſo in Chrift 
Hall all be made alive. 0 


Angel uſhered in the glad Tidings 
of great Joy, but the Shepherds 
with joyful Shouts proclaimed the 
common Bleſſing of Mankind. A 
Bleſſing, as far as we know, the 
t that God himſelf could 
give, or Man receive. Of ſuch an 
univerſal Extent, that all Mankind, 


B 8 


Saviour manifeſted i in he I. 


Fleſh; no ſooner had the 


e 3 
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2 A dead in Adam, 
* every Son of Adam, all the Nations 
of the Earth, were to be compleatly 
happy in it. In the firſt place, 
Glory to God on High, in the next, 
F on Bart Peace, Good-will towards 
"3 Men. All that was great and good; 
: all that could advance the Glory of 
© | God, or contribute to the Good of 
L | | Man, all this was evidently and un- 
F exceptionably the Purport of it. 
| Behold, I bring you good Tidings of 
great Joy which ſhall be to all Peo- 
ple. For unto you is born in the 


| City of David, a Saviour which is 
Chrift the Lord, A Saviour indeed; 
without whoſe Merits all Mankind 


muſt inevitably have periſhed. The 

Blood of Chriſt muſt waſh away 

| | the Stain of Guilt ; the Son of God 

| | muſt atone for the Sin of Man. In 

Adam, or by the Sin of Adam, all 

Mankind muſt neceſſarily have di- 

ed; in Chriſt, or through the Me- 

FH Tits of an all-ſufficient interceding 
Saviour, all Mankind may now be 

, made 


2 „ 
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made * * 4 much the Text _ 


exprefely aſſerts; and the Proof of 
theſe two Propoſitions i is * 214 the 

of the preſent Diſcourſe. — 
— * In Adam, or by the Sin 
of Adam, all Mankind muſt necel- 
farily have died. 

Man had ſinned; and had ſo far 
ſinned, as to be of himſelf utterly 
incapable of being ever happy. Nay, 
he was ſure to be for ever miſera- 
ble. For, he had rejected that 
Happineſs which God Almighty had 
thought proper to offer him; he 
had, in the baſeſt manner, diſobey- 
ed that one, that only one Command 
which God had given him a ſolemn 
Injunction ſtrictly to obſerve; in 
direct, open Defiance of his Maker, 
he had conſpired with the Devil to 
ruin Mankind. 

Let us conſider a little the 
aggravating Nature of the Crime he 
un been guilty of. It was © not 

e a bare Diſobedience to the 

B 2 « divine 


All dead in Adam, 


4 
1 SerM. “ divine Command, (though 7hat 
 « ould have been very bad) but 
| | : ce it was likewiſe a rerfedh Infide- 
| e lity of his Promiſes and Threats“; 
« it was a kind of Idolatry, to be 
<« lieve the Devil, and to put a 
« greater Truſt in him than in God; 
| If « a monſtrous Pride, to deſire to 
| || ce be equal with God, and ſuch a 
10 « diabolical Pride, as rr the evil 
« Angels fall from Heaven; Envy 
« and Diſcontent, to think that 
« God had denied him the Per- 
= <« fections belonging to his Nature; 
| « Covetouſneſs and Sacrilege, to de- 
e fire and rob God of that which 
c he had made holy to himſelf, 
&« jn token of his Dominion and 
« Sovereignty ; ſtrange and unac- 
„ countable Folly, to part with his 
« Favour which is better than Life, 
&« for the trifling Pleaſures of Taſte 
ce and Curioſity ; and one of the 
« moſt barbarous Cruelties that ever 
was 

* Stackbouſe's Body of Divinity, Page 282, 283. 
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e was committed, to deſtroy the _ 


&« poor Souls of ſo many of his Off- 
« ſpring ; to diſinherit his Children, 
« even before they were born; and 
« doom them to Slavery before they 
© knew the Price of Liberty.” ----- 
Had not the Almighty given him 
a juſt Senſe of his Duty in this 
Caſe; had he not endued him with 
Power ſufficient to reſiſt the Temp- 
tation ; had it been owing to an In- 
capacity of reflecting upon the Na- 
ture of the Thing ; or, had he been 
under an almoſt unavoidable Me- 
ceſſity of acting as he did, then indeed 
ſomething might have been ſaid 
for him; then perhaps, inſtead of 
being blimed, he might rather have 
been pitied. But, ſo far from this, 
he acted directly againſt the clear- 
eſt Conviction of his own Con- 
ſcience. His Mind was fully en- 
lightened to diſcern what the Temp- 
tation was; it was alſo ſufficiently 
fortified to decline it; he had no 

B 3 outward 
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1 2 outward Compulfion to oblige him, 


— 


neither had he: any inward Propen- 
ſity in li Nature to induce him to 
it; 15 that really ſo provoking, be- 
cauſe ſo here Ac was the Of- 
fence, that if God Almi ghty had 


Plal.cxxx. been extream to have marked what 


3, 


Pal. viii, 
7s 8. 


bau been done amiſs, nothing leſs 
could have enſued than an univer- 


ſal Ruin; his whole Race muſt have 
been equal Sufferers with himſelf, 


for he acted for them, and they in 
him; ſo that all muſt have tured 


the ſame Fate. Conſider the very 
great Obliga Se eee e 


his Maker at this very time. He 
had not only breathed into him the 
Breath of Life: he had not only 
made him, but he at the ſame time 
made him Lord of the whole Crea- 
tion. He made him little lower 
than the Angels, and it was with 
this Deſign, 20 crown him with Glory 
and Worſhip; he made him 10 Fc 
* of * V. orks of bis Hands, 
and 


— 7 4 * 
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and he put all Things in Subjection SERM. 
under bir Feet. Sbeep and Oren; I. 
the Beaſts of the Field; the Fowls 
of the Air, and the Fiſhes of the 
Sea, all were to be ſubject to Man's 
Direction; all were to be entirely at 
his Diſpoſal. He was, during his 
Innocence, a kind of viſible God 
upon Earth. —- Had the Almighty 
proceeded with him in an arbitrary 
manner, had he confined him to a 
narrow and limited Sphere; 
had he ſtrictly charged him not to 
touch any thing in the Garden in 
the which he had placed him, then 
indeed his Crime might not have 
been ſo great, becauſe his Tempta- 
tion would have been much great- 
er. But, this was by no means the 
Caſe; the Prohibition did not ex- 
tend ſo far. The great and good 
Being, whom it was his Duty, and 
would have been his Happineſs to 
have ſerved, required nothing but 
what, with the ſtricteſt Juſtice, he 
| B4 might 


= 
Senn might reaſonably - have e 


All chad. in adit, 
xpected, | 


0 and what, with the greateſt Eaſe, 


Gen. ii. 
Th 16, 17. 


Man might have ed. He 

placed hm in a large, ſpacious, and 
. Place, exquiſitely adorned 
with all the Pleaſures of the animal 
Life; he gave him an abſolute 
Right to, and a ſole Command over 
every thing he had an Inclination 
to (one Tree only excepted-;) Of 
every. Tree in the Garden thou may- 
eff 05 eat, but of the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, thou 


ſhalt. not eat of. it, for in the Day 


that thou ' eate/t thereof, thou" ſbalt 


ſurely die. Nothing could be plain- 


er than the Direction here given; 


P. was no room for an Excuſe, 


poſſibility of making one. Ac- 
cordingly, Adam was ſo ſenſible of 
his Crime, that immediately upon 
the Commiſſion of it, he knew he 
was naked; knew he had done, 
what he ought by no means to have 


1 and what 1 ſhould have 


induced 


all alive- in Chriſt, 


induced him to have done. The _— 
Conſequence of which was, that be 
bid bimſelß; aſhamed to ſee the Gen. ii 


. 8 
Face, or even hear the Voice of 


that God whom he had fo groſsly 
abuſed. He did not indeed, (we 
muſt ſay that for him) what too 
many nom do, glory in his Shame, 
but, on the contrary, was ſo far 
Good, as very ſubmiſſively to own 
himſelf to have been Bad. I heard 
thy Voice in the Garden and was 
afraid; I knew that I had delibe- 
rately offended thee, and was there- 
fore afraid of appearing before thee. 
And well he might; for, though 
he had ſufficiently experienced the 
Goodneſs of God in a State of In- 
nocence; though he had all the 
Reaſon in the World to look upon 
God as a Being compleat and per- 
fect in himſelf, and beyond Expreſ- 
ſion good to him, yet, when he had 


by Tanſgreſſion fell, he might then aa«i. 23. 


eaſily gueſs how very much this 


muſt 


10 All dead in Fra 


SERM. muſt alter the State of the Caſe, In 

| . 2 State of Innocence there was no 
need of Mercy; God was then 
Good, and in the higheſt Degree 
ſo, but cannot — be ſaid to 
have been merciful; for then Man 
had done nothing to offend, and 
thereby to obftrug the Meaſures of 
Benevolence or creating Goodnels. 
| Before he ſinned, he was like God; 
| afterwards indeed like nothing but 
| bimſelf. As then he knew. the 
Terms upon which he ſtood; with 

his Maker, ſo muſt he neceſſarily 

be ſuppaſed to know what he muſt 

now in Juſtice expect from him. If 

Gen. iv. 7. thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not be ac- 
Cepted ? but if thou dg not well, 
Sin lieth at the Door: If you pre- 
ſerve your Integrity, you may de- 
pend upon being happy; if you 
forfeit it, you muſt take the Con- 
ſequences of it. Theſe, he well 
knew, were the very Terms to 
which he had readily agreed. 5 > 
ele 


all alive in. Chriſt. 


11 


theſe Circumſtances therefore he Szr. 


could have nothing to ſay for him- 
ſelf, no one x5 ig to plead in his 
behalf. He knew that his God was 
enraged againſt him; and no Man 
ever yet was, or ever will be able 
to bear a Frown from offended Ma- 
jeſty. He muſt therefore, having 
nothing to ſay, which he had any 
Reaſon to think God would hear, 
neceſſarily plead Guilty, and ſtand 
Self condemned. But we muſt not 
leave him here; let him be blam- 
ed, but let him be pitied ; though 
indeed, if we well weigh the Mat- 
ter, there ſeems to be no need of 
Pity, conſidering the unbounded 
Goodneſs, and exceeding, abundant 
Love of God, who, though he was 
reſolved to puniſh the Sinner, was 
yet as fully determined to fave the 
Man. How, and by what means, 
this: Salvation was to be brought 
about, proceed we now in the ſe- 


cond Place to conſider. 
| | « Reaſon 


I. 
— 


12 


SERM. 
I. | 


„ * 


All dead in Adam, 
4 Reaſon, unaſſiſted, here entire- . 
« y leaves us; that could never 
« have found dur a Mediator; ob- 
© noxious Sinners could never Have | 
& expected a Propitiation, had not 
“ God made the Overture of his 
Mercy, even before he had pro- 
« nounced the Sentence of his Juſ- 
“ tice. That Overture was made 
« in the gracious Promiſe of a Re- 


« deemer, appointed, before the 
« Foundation of the World, in the 


„ Seed of the Woman; hat is, 


« his own beloved Son afuming 


«© human Nature, and by the Sa- 


4 crifice of himſelf vanquiſhing the 
« Enemy, and atoning for the Sin 


„ of all Mankind.“ To enquire 


whether God in his infinite Wiſdom 
could have contrived any other way 
of effecting Man's Redemption; 
whether the Aſſumption of the BY 
man Nature was abſolutely neceſſary 


for _w_ Remiſſion of ny, ane the 


= 22. Body of Divinity, page. 3 30. 
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only ſufficient means of procuring aum. 
a Reconciliation with God, would + ; 


only be to ſatisfy a vain Curioſity, 
and to be wiſe; above what is writ- 
ten. One thing we may and ought 
to ob ſerve, which is, that a more 
effectual Method could never have 
been made choice of than this was, 
as on the one Hand, to ſhew God's 
extream Abhorrence of Sin, ſo on 
the other, to expreſs the very great 
and tender Regard he had for Man. 


Herein is Love, not that ue loved Jobu is. 


Coda, but that be loved us, and ſent 
his Son to be the Propitiation for 
our Sins, —- But to proceed regu- 
larly, and by degrees to bring about 
this great Event. It has been al- 
ready obſerved, that Man had fo far 
ſinned, was ſo conſcious of his Sin, 
and ſo very much aſhamed of it, 
that he did not dare even to appear 
before God. He could therefore do 

nothing for himſelf; and there was 
no one living to do any thing for 
him. 


1 dead i Aden, 


Som him. He might lool for ſome to 
babe pity on bim, but there was no 
Pat ax. Man," neither could he find any to 
comfort bim. At this critical Junc- 
ture, and in this diſtreſs of Circum- 
ſtances, nothing but Omnipotence 
could effect a Reconery nothing 
leſs than infinite Goodneſs and Mer- 
cy could ſo much as have thought 
of it. The Offence was great; the 
Puniſhment due to it was to be in 
proportion; Man had ſinned; Man 
muſt die. Who ſhall intercede for 
him? who, or where is he that ſhall 
undertake to deliver him, or make 
Pla. ix. Atonement unto God for him? Who 
7- 1s, or can be ſufficient for this great 
Task? No one leſs than the eter- 
nal Son of God, the only begotten 
of the Father. But He was the 
very Perſon againſt whom the Of- 
fence was committed, and ſhall He 
immediately turn Interceſſor for the 
Offender ? This were too much 
furely'; z much more than could- have 


been 


all alive in Chriſt. 
been e 


; infinitely more in- Sen. 


. _— 4 © 
deed, than it could ever have enter A 


ed into the Heart of Man to have 
conceived. But however, this was 
the Caſe ; our bleſſed Saviour did 
make this ious, free and volun- 
tary Offer of himſelf; the Son. of 
God came down from Heaven, be- 
came the Son of Man, and in order 
to deliver Man abborred not the Vir- 
gins Womb, it being neceſſary, as 
he was to act and /uffer as Man, 
that he ſhould likewiſe appear as 
Man, Accordingly, that he might 
compleatly finiſh the great Work he 
had undertaken to accompliſh, he 
did readily conſent to tale our Ma- 
ture upon him, and to be born of @ 
pure Virgin. Forthus was the only 
begotten into the World ; 

he laid aſide his Majeſty and-Ocaai- 


potence, be bowed the Heavens and vial. wii. 


came down. Angels themſelves ſtood * 
amazed at the wonderful M yſtery, 
when * ſaw their great Lo and 

Maſter, 


16 All dead in Adam, 

Sen Maſter, Him whom they had always 
dern ue to worſhip and obey, con- 
deſcend to appear in a Nature ſo much 
inferior to their own. It night be 
matter of wonder, but it Was“ cer- 
. tainly to ſuch good Beings, matter of 
the greateſt -Joy. For now, the 
Covenant of Man's Redemption was 

: entirely concluded; God the Father 
had approved of the Terms which 
God the Son had been pleaſed to 
propoſe ; the one was to make a 
proper Satisfaction, the other had 
promiſed to accept of it as ſuch. -— 

Me know that God is of purer Eyes 
than to behold I, niquity with the leaſt 

Approbation; it was therefore ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, both for Man's 
« Security, and the greater Mani- 
ct feſtation of God's Glory y, that the 
&« Covenant of Juſtice ſhould pre- 
« cede that of Mercy. It is the 
« darkening the Plot that gives 
Beauty to the Diſcovery; and the 
« * the Diſtreſs is laid, the 


« more 


all alive in Chriſt. 


te more conſpicuous is the Deliver- SRI. 


ce ance*,” | God, at the very Time 
that Man tranſgreſſed, was very 
ready, and very much inclined to 
forgive him ; but he would not do 
it till a proper Satisfaction was made 
to his Juſtice. When this was done, 
then, as his Juſtice was fully ſatis- 
fied in ſeverely puniſhing the Sin, 
ſo was his Goodneſs as gloriouſly 
diſplayed in freely forgiving the Sin- 
ner. By this means he reconciled 
Juſtice and Mercy ; made it appear 
that his Juſtice was not to be tram- 
pled upon; to be trifled with ; and 
at the ſame time gave us a convinc- 
ing Inſtance, and an indiſputable 
Proof, that his Mercy was over all 
his Worts. It appears then, that 
in God's ſuffering the firſt Covenant 
to be violated, He intended to glo- 
rify Himſelf, as well as to make ma- 
nifeſt his Good-will to 4s. Both 
which He has done moſt effectually. 
C For, 


* Stackbouſe's Body of Divinity, Page 532. 
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SxxNM. For, there was no other way in 


which we could have had a more 
remarkable Inſtance of his Goodneſs 
in ſhort, there was no other way in 
which we could more effectually 
have experienced the very great Ex- 
celleney and Perfection of all his 
other Attributes. What particu- 
lar Honours might have been con- 
ferred upon fr provided he had 
never ſinned at all; how long he 
might have continued in Paradiſe, 
and been allowed a full and uninter- 
rupted Enjoyment of every thing he 
1 met with; or whether © he 

« might not, at  fome Period of his 
« earthly Life, have been tranſlated 
«© to Heaven, and there united to 
“God in his eternal Enjoyments, it 
« were needleſs here to enquire. So 
very many are the Conjectures 
« that are made in relation to this 
« Point, that it would be almoſt 
« endleſs even to mention them. If 
* we keep within proper Bounds, 
„ and 


all alive in Chriſt, 19 
= and confine our Judgments (which SrRUI. 
« we. always ſhould do) to what we I. ; 
<« read in Scripture, hee appears 
« there, but that the Promiſe of 
« Heaven was made in Chri/# alone; 
ce and that as our Impunity is the 
« Effect of his Satis faction, our Title 
4 to Happineſs is the Purchaſe of 
& his Blood; which is therefore call- 

« ed the Blood of the New Teſta- 
“ ent, and the Fruit of his redun- 
« dant Merit; with whoſe perfect 
66 Obedience God was ſo well pleaſ- 
e ed, that he promiſed to confer on 
© thoſe that believed in Him, all 
te the glorious Privileges of the Sons 
«© of God; to take them to himſelf 
ce in his eternal Kingdom, and in 
ce thoſe celeſtial Manſions, whereof 
« Paradiſe, with its higheſt Plea- 
« fures, was but a faint Shadow, 
«* and a very imperfect Repreſenta- 
© tion. Upon the whole- we 
may obſerve, that though Sin very 

C 2 much 
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20 All dead in Adam, 
SERM. much abounded in the Breach of the 


firſt Covenant, yet Grace was ſtill 
much more abounding in the tender 
Offers of Mercy reached out to us in 
the ſecond; The firſt Man indeed, 
1 Cor xv. was f the Earth, earthy, whereas 
#* the ſecond Man was the Lord from 
Heaven, We may therefore draw 
this Inference in the Words of the 
Apoſtle, Death reigned from Adam 
to Moſes, even over them who had 
not fenned after the Similitude of 
Rom. v. Adam's Tranſgreſſion, who is the Fi- 
1. gure of him that was to come. But 
not as the Offence, ſo alſo is the free 
Gift ; for if, through the Offence 1. 
One, mamy be dead, much more the 
Grace of God, and the Gift by Grace, 
which is by one Man Jeſus Cbriſt, 
has abounded unto many. Sin reign- 
ed unto Deatb, that Grace might 
reign through Righteouſneſsunto eter- 
nal Life. A Reflection of this kind 
occaſioned that Exclamation of one 
the Antients, O happy Fault, ſays 

| cc 


be, 


all alive in Chriſt. 21 
„ he, (meaning that which Adam yo 
ce was guilty of) not in itſelf, but by 
« the wiſe and merciful Counſel of 
« God; which was repaired in a 
« way fo advantageous, that the 
« Salvation of the Earth is the Won- 
« der of Heaven, and the Redemp- 
tion of Man the Joy of An- 

engen, 

W "FR Controverſy thiny and ' Tim. 
beyond all Conception, great vas 
this Myſtery of Godlineſs, God ma- 
nifeſt in the Fleſh. May we be ſo 
far ſenſible of 1 it, as to be unfeign- 
edly thankful for it. Let us ſeriouſ- 
ly and frequently conſider the many 
great and good Things which God 
has done for us; and let us ever re- 
member, that it was for us Men, 
and for our Salvation, that He came 
down from Heaven. Let us ahway pt xiv. 
give Thanks unto the Lord, and let 
his Praiſe be ever in our Mouths. / 
It was He that ſaved our Life from val. ci. 
C 3 Deſtruc- 
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_—_ Deftruftion, and it is He that every 
Day crowns us with freſh Inſtances 
e Mercy and L 3t as. Let 
it be further added, that it was not 
our Merit but his Mercy, not our 
Farefight but his Providence that 
delivered us; and therefore, not un- 
Pal. cxv. 1. TO 6, O Lord, not unto us, but un- 
to thy Mame give the Praiſe, for thy 
loving Mercy, and for iy Truth's 
fake; tor thy Mercy which was the 
Motive, and thy Truth's ſake, which 
was the End, of thine ineſtimable 
Love in the Redemption of the World 
by our Lord and Saviour TFeſus 
Chriſt; to whom, with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons 
and one eternal God, be aſcribed, 
as is moſt ſtrictly due, all poſſible 
Glory, and Honour, and Praiſe, now 
and ever. 10 EE 60 
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SERMON II. 


The Goodneſs of God, in the 
daily Preſervation of Man. 


88 
XN 


ATL er 


Aol now- he — and the 3 
teach thee; and the Fol, of the 
Air, and they ſhall tell thee : or 
ſpeak to the Earth, and it ſhall 

teach thee; and the Fiſhes of the 

Sea ſhall declare unto thee. Who 

knoweth not in all theſe, that the 
Hand of the Lord hath wrought 

this? in whoſe Hand is the Soul 
of every living thing, and the 
Breath of all Mankind. 


T* HIS Chapter contains, and 1 IN SERM. 


4 neral 


it 706 acknowledges, the ge- I. 


24 The Goodneſs of God, 

SERM. neral Doctrine of God's Providence 
I. and Omnipotency. And, that with- 
| out the divine Protection we muſt 
neceſſarily ceaſe to be; that we muſt 
fink into our original nothing, and 
return to the Duſt from whence we 
came, is ſurely a Subject very pro- 
per to be conſidered, though it can 
Aa, xvi. be by no means diſputed. In Gad 
wꝛoee live, move, and have our Being; 
every Danger we eſcape is entirely 
owing to his paternal Inſpection, 
every Comfort we enjoy is immedi- 
ately to be referred to Him, as the 
{ole Author and Giver of it. This, 
I hope, and believe, we are all ſenſi- 
ble of, and very ready to acknow- 
ledge. That our Practice for the fu- 
ture may correſpond with this im- 
portant Principle, I propoſe to treat 
of the Words juſt now delivered, in 

the following eaſy maniier, viz. 


Jn I, Fir ſt, 


in the daily Preſervation of Man. 


a L Firſt, Lay before you the abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of a ſuperintending, 


over-ruling Providence ; and then, 


II. Secondly, Infer from hence, 
the very great Reaſon we have, as 
well as the indiſpenſable Obligation 
we are under, to be unfeignedly 
thankful for this God's ineſtimable 
Love, in the Preſervation, as well 
as in the Creation of us. 


I. I am firſt to prove the abſolute 
Neceſſity of a ſuperintending, over- 
ruling Providence. It muſt be 
confeſſed indeed, that admirably well 
formed, and very wiſely contrived 
is the whole Frame and Structure of 
the human Body. There is ſuch an 
exact Correſpondence between all the 


SEM. 


II. 
— — 


conſtituent Parts of it, each ſo punc- 


tually performs its particular Office, 
ſo properly exerts its particular Fa- 
culties, that they all, as it were, 

| amica- 


s c 
26 


Rs: 


* a 


- The Goodneſs of Gad, 


amicably conſpire, and jointly contri- 
bute, to compleat the Order and per- 
fect Beauty of each particular. And 
yet, notwithſtanding this exact Har- 
mony, this wonderful Order, ſo very 
nice and fine are many of the moſt 
principal Parts, that the ſmalleſt 
Accident may occaſion the greateſt 


Danger, and a Deficiency in one 


part entirely ſubvert the Exiſtence 


of the whole. This has always 


been allowed, by thoſe whoſe parti- 


cular Study may _ ſuppoſed to Love 
made them particularly acquainted 
with it, and who therefore ay, and 
certainly ought to be looked upon 
as the molt proper  Fudges of it. 


Job x. 11, {how haſt clothed me with Skin and 


Fleſb (ſays holy Fob) and haſt fenc- 
ed me with Bones and Sinews. Thou 
Haft granted me Life and Favour, 
but it is thy / ſtation (or as the Sep- 
tuagint ſeem better to have rendered 


it, ,,], Thy Inſpection) that has 


en my Spirit. We are al- 
| lowed, 
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lowed, and indeed commanded, for * 


the Accompliſhment of natural Ends 
to make uſe of natural Means; thus, 
for Inſtance, we ourſelves may be 
ſerviceable to ourſelves ; that is, by 
proper Care and Caution we may 
be -happily inſtrumental in the En- 
joyment of a good State of Health, 
or any other Bleſſing whatever. But 
yet, this muſt be originally the Gift 
of God ; no Good, can be done, no 
happy Effect wrought, without the 
divine Concurrence; all our beſt 
concerted Schemes . fall infi- 
nitely ſhort of the End propoſed; 
our Wiſdom (if we can — be 
ſaid to have any) without His, can 
be but Folly, and all our Learning, 
at the very beſt, but a reputable Va- 
nity. Though we are the Work of 
God, and conſequently were at firſt 
compleat and perfect, yet we are 
by no means ſo far compleat as to 


be Self- ſufficient; not ſo far inde- 
pendent as to depend entirely upon 


ourſelves. 


28 De Goodneſs of God, 
SERM. M- ourſelves. We are no more able 
to preſerve, than we were at firſt 
to create, Preſervation being no leſs 
than Creation the incommunicable 
Prerogative of God himſelf. Tt was 
very eaſy for the Almighty (as to 
Him indeed what can be otherwiſe ?) 
to breathe into Man the Breath of 
Life; and it is as eaſy to take away 
our Breath, and then we die;  ac- 
cording to that of the Pſalmiſt, 2 

pfl. cir. Thou Hideſt thy Face we are troubled, 
' when thou takeft away our Breath 
we die, and are turned again to our 
Duft. Even in the very midſt of 

Life we are in Death, every Mo- 

ment ſubject to many and great-Dan- 

gers. Some we might poſſibly pre- 

vent, could we but foreſee; others 

there are, which, though we could 
foreſee, we could by no means pre- 

vent; ſo that there ſeems to be a 
Variety, though not a very agree- 

ble one. Under theſe Circumſtances, 

in aState ſo very indigent and depen- 
dent, 


n m 
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dent, why is Earth and Aſhes proud? SErM. 


What one thing is there, of our own, 


that with any ſhew of Reaſon we 3 x. 


can pretend to value ourſelves upon? 
What we chiefly know is, that we 
know nothing; and it is a very pret- 
ty Obſervation I have ſomewhere 
met with, that he is a great Man 
who knows how little he is; how 
inſignificant in himſelf, how help- 


leſs 4: himſelf. * Lord, thou haſt t PC. xxxix, 


made my Days as it were a Span © 
long, and mine Age is even as no- 
thing in reſpect of thee, and verily 
every Man living is altogether Va- 
nity. Words ſtrong and expreſſive! 
but ſtrictly true in every particular. 
To imagine that we are able of 
ourſelves to help ourſelves, is tri- 
fling and ridiculous ; none ſo vain as 
to believe it, none, I hope, ſo irra- 
tional as to ſuppoſe it. Profeſſed 
Atheiſts alone deny 'a Providence, 
vue are rather apt to forget than to 
queſtion it; when in Danger we 
| are 


30. 


Nat. xiv. when the Wind was boi Nerous, and 


Is. vi. ſelves; to ſhew ourſelves Men, When 
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30 
1 = are very ready to acknowledge his 


Sovereignty ; then, like St Peter, 


he began to fink, Lord, ſave me, 
is in every Man's Mouth. Wetake 
it for granted then, that we are, and 
-_ 8 continually expoſed to an 
ite Variety of Dangers; to num- 
berleſs Caſualties; and are fully 
convinced, that Accidents very often 
happen, 'even when they are leaſt 


expected. All this is experimental- 


ly, and therefore undeniably true. 
Theſe Reflections may at firſt ſur- 
prize and ſhock, but they ought 
rather to adminiſter great Comfort 
and Conſolation. For, in a State 
of ſeeming Security, we are very 
apt to forget ourſelves ; bad are the 


_ Conſequences that uſually attend an 
uninterrupted Tranquillity ; where- 


as, when we are apprehenſive of 
Danger, it is but natural for us to 
be upon our Guard; to exert our- 


we 
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we conſider theſe Things abtra#- 
edly, only juſt as they are in them- 
febves, and as at fir ft View only they 
appear to us, in this Cafe, I muſt 
confeſs, we have Reaſon to be un- 
eaſy, and we muſt very improperly 
be ſaid to be diſquieted in vain : 
But when we at the ſame Time 
conſider, that we are under the 
watchful Eye of an inſpecting Pro- 
vidence; that God Almighty is our 
Support; that Omnipotence itſelf 
interpoſes in our behalf; this muſt 
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very widely alter the Caſe; muſt 


immediately diſpel all gloomy Ap- 
prehenſions; muſt and will carry 
us with Eaſe, and Safety, and Satis- 
faction too, through ali the Changes 
and Chances of this mortal Life.-- 
The Invaſions that are made both 
from within, and likewiſe from 


without, affect Soul and Body. BT 


I beg leave to conſider them diſ- 
tin&ly, ------ The Soul indeed, that 
thinking Subſtance, that incorporeal 
95 | Inhabitant 


32 de Goodneſs of God, 
rnb. Inhabitant within us, (as it is often 
_ 1 —» termed) ſtands ſecured in her Exiſt- 
ence. There is, however, ſuch a 
very cloſe Intimacy between them, 
they combine and operate together, 
and ſo mutually partake of each 
other's Happineſs or Woe, that the 
Soul, by ſympathizing with the 
Body, ' may - probably, for a Time, 
be weakened, may perhaps, in ſome _ 
meaſure, be 1mpaired, but cannot, 
in the preſent State of Things, poſ- 
fibly be deſtroyed. It was made 
for Eternity, and therefore Time 
can have no Effect upon it; in this 
reſpect, one Day is as a thouſand 
Years, and a thouſand Years but as 
one Day. So that we are to con- 
ſider it as utterly incapable of receiv- 
ing any conſiderable Hurt here, and 
that its Happineſs or Miſery depends 
entirely upon Futurity ; that 1s, in- 
ſhort, that it muſt either be com- 
pleatly happy, or inſupportably mi- 
ſerable, in a future State; and that, 
to 
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to all Eternity. Its Behaviour here, Sn. 
is to determine its Fate hereafter; I. 
to which let it be added, that it has 
here three very formidable Enemies 
to ſtruggle with, viz. the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil ; each of 
which is reſolutely bent upon its 
Ruin, indefatigably active to bring 
it about. That it is of z/2/f utterly 
unable to bear up againſt ſo unequal 
a Conflict; that it muſt therefore 
unavoidably fall a Prey to fuch po- 
tent Adverſaries, unleſs dependent 
upon a much greater Strength than 
its own, is too plain to need a Proof. 

But, that it has ſuch a ſuperior | 
Power to truſt to, that ut, and | 
may be fately depended upon; that 
will moſt certainly enable it to main- 
tain its Ground, even againſt the 
ſtrongeſt Oppoſition imaginable, is 
a - Happineſs too great not to be 
gratefully acknowledged; a Bleſſing, 
too valuable, not to be earneſtly con- 
tended for. The moſt inveterate 
D Efforts 


34 De Goodneſs of God, 

SBRM. Efart that the united Force of Hell 
oo can make, are nothing, if the Al- 
mighty does but interpoſe; all their 
Schemes, how artfully. ſoever formed, 
rove entirely unſ ucceſsful; Peace, 
ſtill, and zhe. very Devils believe 
lan. i 19. aud tremble; though they are mighty 
Pi. xciii. 5, and / Fage — 46005 yet the Lor d. who 
dwelleth on high is migbtier. If God 
be for us, who, can be a gainſi us 
The Man, happy under an Almaty 
Patronage, is every where ſecure. 
rr The Enemy ſpall, not be able to do 
tins Nets the Son of M ickedngſs 
ſhall not hurt him. To be conti- 
nually perplexed with inextricable 
N | Luke xi. Difficulties, ſeeking Reſt, but finding 
„nmone; to feel and ee Weakneſſes, 
without a Remedy for them; to be 
conſcious of Sins, and not to know 
where to apply for Pardon; to be 
without Aſſurance in our Hopes, and 
without Comfort in our Fears, is, 
and muſt moſt certainly be thought 

to Ne a very deplorable Caſe. * 


to 


| ag 


4 
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to be aſſured that theſe; Weakneſſes LY 


— a Remedy, that theſe Sins may, 
and will moſt certainly be pardoned, 
if truly repented of; to have the 
firmeſt; Aſſurance in our Hopes, 
and the greateſt Comfort in our 
Fears, is — far from being a de- 
plorable Caſe, that it is a Happineſs 
nar, On ; beyond what the 
Heart of Man could poſſibly have 
conceived. This ſeems to be cxactly 
the State of the Caſe, with reſpect 
to the Soul. Allow a Providence, 
and we are, or however, we may be, 
if we will, as happy as we can deſire 
to he; anly deſtroy the Notion of 
one, and we are, and muſt always 


unavoidably be, of; all, Man moſt mi- i Cor. xe. 


ſerable. The one will if peak. Peace 
to our Souls at the — of, Death, 
and in the Day of Judgment; the 
other will keep us without Hope 
here, and leave us in utter Deſpair 
hereafter. After all, it muſt be 
granted, that we. cannot be miſerable 
D 2 but 


* 
3 


* 
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but * Choice; let proper Care be 
taken, and the Soul ſtands ſure and 
ſtedfaſt; no Force but its own, is, 
or can be, able to deſtroy it. Peace 


within, and all without is calm and 
ſerene. — The Body; the Dangers 


and Diſorders to which that ſtands 
expoſed, come next to be confi- 
dered. 

The Production of Mankind was 
ſo immediately the Work of God, 
that the Power of no ſubordinate In- 
telligence whatever, could poſſibly 
be capable of it. The Body was at 
firſt compleat and perfect, and could 
not hut be ſo, becauſe (as has been 
obſerved) it carne immediately from 
God. That it is now, every Hour, 
nay, every Moment ſubject to great 
Dangers and Diſorders of various 
Kinds, every one knows, every one 
is, and muſt be ſenſible of. ---- Two 


Reaſons have been aſſigned, why 


God, in the Formation of Man, 
ſhould make particular Choice of 
the 


d 
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the Duſt of the Ground. The Firſt * 
is, © that from the Incongruity of _" a 
& the Matter Men might judge of 
t the Difficulty, and learn to attri- 
te bute the Glory of the Performance 
4 to Him alone . The other Rea- 
ſon ſuggeſted, more particularly ap- 
plicable to the preſent Purpoſe, is, 
4 that by making the Duſt of the 
Ground the conſtituent Matter of 
6 Man's Body, He might hereby 
tt teach us Humility, as often as we 
4 leok upon ourſelves, and conſider 
« —— Meanneſs of our Original.” 
— every Day (in Job's Phraſe) 
ruption, Thou art my Fa- 2 
_— — to the Worm, Thou art 
my Mother, and my Siſter. Our 
Make is of \ common Clay, 
as putrid and contemptible as 
* that of other Creatures. 80 — 
in our moſt ſucceſsful Gale of 
Fortune; in our higheſt Elevation 
oft of Honour; amidſt all the gaudy 
10 D 3 “ Scenes 
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* ei geenes of Pleaſure; in all the 
— * Ideas of Wit — — 
Other Accompliſhments, we ſhould 
6 well to attend to that ſerious 
and ſolemn Whiſper, Dat bois 
Gen. ii. cen g, and unte —— ſole re- 
„ fp We none. of U know, 
and himably' ſpeaking, it is im- 
3 we ever ſhould _ 
oO we may be diſmiſſed; or 
bow long continued, in this our 
preſent State. Ir it not far ut to 
. knino'®the' Times and "the ' Seaſon, 
which:#he Father has Put in Aloe 
Pom; Whether We ure to depart, 
or "6 nie in iber Fleſh, Hey! atid 
He only- knows. We frequently 
meet with melancholy Inſtances of 
ſudden Death, in ſome perhaps, 
who have not lived out half their 
Days. One Day they droop, the 
next they die; ſo imperceptible, 
as it were, 18 the Diſtance between 
this World, and the next.” When 
theſe "Things e they make an 


Impreſſion, 
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Impreſſion, it is true, but not a 
laſting one; we ſoon forget them 
as though they had never been. 
Whereas, _ a cool Reflection, 
we muſt be very agreeably ſurpriſed 


that they Jon not happen much 
oftener; was there not a Power 


above us, we might reaſonably ex- 
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pect them every Hour. So that the 


Schoolmen have very properly termed 
the Preſervation of the World à con- 
tinued Creation. It is to that al- 
mighty Being who firſt made, and 
ſtill preſerves us, that we ſtand in- 
2 for all we have, or hope to 


njoy; to Him who holdeth up oui pt 16. 8. 


Sol, in Life, and ſuſtereth not our 
Feet to ſlip.) I we eſcape any Sin, it 
is the Effect of His reſtraining Grace; 
if we have avoided any Danger, it 
was His Hand directed us, 2 to 
Him be aſcribed all the Praiſe and 
Glory of it. May the Senſe of theſe 
His Bleſſings have this Effect upon 
us, to make us better, and to lead 

D 4 us 
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compleats the Idea of God; repre- 
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vine Perfections, that which: rex 

ſents God under the Notion 2 
amiable as well as a glorious Being; 
the Father, as well as the Governor 
of the Univerſe, is the Attribute of 
his Goodneſs. This finiſhes and 


rag Him under the engaging and 
delightful Character of the 36%, as 
— as the greateſt and moſt power- 


Pc. c. ful Being. O praiſe the Lord, far 
„„ is Labs is good; O ſing Pra feos unto 


his Name, for it is lovely. Proceed 


we now, as was propoſed, to an In- 


ference or two deducible from the 


foregoing Reflections. And the 


Firſt, and moſt natural one is this 


from hence we ſhould learn the 
very great Reaſom we have, as well 
as the indiſpenſible Obligation we 
are under, to be unfeignedly thank- 
ful for this God's ineſtimable Love 
in the Preſervation, as well as in the 


Creation of us. All that we of our- 


ſelves 
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ſelves could have done, could have 8E. 
ſignified nothing; it coſt more to II. 


redeem our Souls, and Bodies too, pr r 8. 


than is, or was, or ever could have 
been, in aur Power to have paid. 
- So that) the Acknowledgment: can 
never be equal to the Obligation; 
we can never pay to the Full; the 
| t Return we can poſſibly 
make, muſt, ſtrictly ſpeaking, fall 
infinitely ſhort of the Good re- 
ceived. But though we cannot 
make an adequate, we have all the 
Reaſon in the World to think, we 
may make an acceptable Return. 
Let us then ſbew forth his Praiſe, 

ot only witb aum Lips, but in our 
Lives, ly giving up ounſelves en- 
tirely to bis Service, and by ſtudy- 
ing to ſerve Him in true Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs all our Days. 
Secondiy, Let no Danger, the 
greateſt that can threaten, inter- 
rupt us in our Duty. We muſt 
chearfully, 
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A 0 conſtantly, and 8 
geouſly adhere to * Cauſe we 

| wr hitherto maintained. Let us 
be ſtedfaſt, immoveable, for no- 
| thing can hurt us; or Gad whom 
Dan. iii. age; — is able to deliver us, _ 
He will deliver us. He may, 
 Ghly, for the Trial of our Faith; 
permit various Attacks to be made 

upon us, but, by a proper Beha- 
viour under them, in all theſe 
Things we hall be more than Con- 
guerors. This is only deſigned to 

give an additional Luſtre to our 
Virtue, thereby to entitle us to a 

more diſtinguiſhed Station in the 

Jobn xiv. many Manſfums of Heben. 
In a. word, and to conclude; 

Let us but * faithful unto Death, 

Rer. ij ie. An he will moſt aſſuredly give ur 
a Crown of Life. Which God Al- 
mighty of his infinite Mercy grant 

us all, through the Merits, and for 
the lakes ef his dear ack ever- 
bleſſed 
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bleſſed Son; to whom, with the SxRN. 
Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and one II. 
eternal God, be aſcribed, as is moſt 
ſtrictly due, all poſſible Glory, and 
Honour, and Praiſe, now and for 

ever. Amen. 
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SERMON III. 


The Queſtion put to Vaaman 
by his Servants, applied to 
the Caſe of Religion. 


2 K IN Os V. 13. 


— My Father, if the Prophet had 
bid thee do ſome great Thing, 
 wouldſt thou not have done it? 
How much rather then, when 
he ſaith unto thee, waſh and be 
clan? 


IN this Chapter, Maaman (a very $22; 

confiderable Perſon with Ben- III. 

hadad King of Syria) applies to 

Eliſha for the Recovery of a Leproſy, 

under which he had for ſome time 

laboured, Here it is to be obſerved, 
that 


46 


III. 
there was no natural Remedy. The 


ally given to the greateſt Princes in 


The Queſtion put to 


SERM. that this was a particular Diſtemper 


for which, at that particular Time, 


Prophet, according to his knowp good 
Nature and Humanity, preſcribes a 


ah anche ref ſpeedy Cures 


Go, ſays he, waſh in Jordan [even 
times, and thy Fleſh ſhall come again 
unto thee,” and thou ſhalt be clean. 
Naaman imagined he had made a 
Jeſt of him. What, ſays he, are 
not Abana and Pharpary Rivers of 
Damaſcus, better than all the Wa- 


. 
4 


ters of Iſrael? May T not waſh in 
them, and be clean? And he went 
away in a Rage. For which the 
Servants very ſmartly, but at the 
ſame time very modeſtly, reprimand 
him in the Words of the Text, My 


Father, (this was a Term of 115 


greateſt Love and Reſpect, and.uſ 
thoſe, Countries) My Father, «ay 
they, if the Prophet bad bid thee do 


ſame great Thing, woulaſt thou not 


have 
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have done it? How much rather 5 


then, when he ſaith unto thee; waſp III. 
and be clean ? . 


I T-ſhall not confine myſelf to the 
very Letter of the Text, or indeed, 
take any further Notice of the Oc- 
caſion of it, but ſhall confider the 
Words, as being, what they really 
are, very a to delt 5 
and ſhall 


ſhew, 


I. Firſt, That were its Procihts 
really hard and difficult, were they 
what the Text calls, a great Thing, 
yet even then, even upon this Su p- 
poſition, we ſhould be under an in- 
diſpenſible Obligation, ſtrictly to 
obſerve, and — to perform 

them. I ſhall, 


Ii. 7 5 That they are by 
no Means hard or difficult; from 
whence will neceſſarily appear, 4 
fortiori, the ſtill greater Obligation 
we muſt upon this Account he un- 

1 der 
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sern. der to a full and faithful — 


III. 
4 them. 


5 irſt then; Were the i of 
2 really hard and difficult, 
were they what the Text calls, 4 
great Thing, yet even then, even 

upon this Suppoſition, we ſhould 

be under an indifpenſible Obligation, 
ſtrictly to obſerve, and punctually to 
m them, 

If it be granted, (and I am ſure it 
ought by no Means to be denied), 
that Rewards are a neceſſary Motive 
to Obedience; it will then follow, 
that in Proportion as the Reward is 
great, ſo ought alſo the Performance 
to be, in order to entitle us to the 
Reward. Thus far we may ſafely 
argue. Some indeed have carried 

this Point much further, and, I muſt 
own, I think a great deal 700 far. 
They maintain, 2 to ſerve God 
upon the Views of Heaven or Hell, 
upon the Principles of Hope, or 


Fear, 
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Fear, argues an unregenerate, ſervile, 1 7 
and mercenary Spirit; hey teach us , 
that we ought to ſerve Him without 
the Proſpect of any Reward at all; 
merely upon the Account of the 
Excellencies of the Divine Nature, 
without ſo much as a Thought of 
reaping any Profit or — 
from it. But this is a wild, roman- 
tic Notion; no ſuch abſtracted me- 
taphyſical Love is to be met with in 
Scripture. Our bleſſed Saviour him- 
ſelf endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the 
Shame; and all this, for the Foy rieb. a. 
that was ſet before Him. As God © 
Almighty at firſt made us out of 
nothing, He had for this Reaſon an 
abſolute Right and Dominion over 
us; for He ſpake, and we were R exlviil, 
made ; He 3 and we were 
cleared. T hough we ought, with 
the greateſt Gratitude, to acknow- 
| ledge that He js not, yet He might 
hoes been, an erer Being; He 
might, with the ſtricteſt Juſtice have 

E impoſed 


50 De Queſtion put to 
Sz. impoſed the ſevereſt Laws, and upon 
HE. the ſevereſt Penalties might have 
enjoined our ſtricteſt Obſervance of 
them. That He has not thus dealt 
with us, can be owing to nothing 
but His infinite Goodneſs and Mercy. 
As the Almighty at firſt endued Man 
with Reaſon, ſo has He been pleaſed 
all along to deal with him as a ra- 
tional Being. He not only made 
him, but He likewiſe made him in 
order to be happy; made him capa- 
ble of Deliberation and Thought; 
every way qualified to refuſe the 
Iſa. vũ. 1p. Evil, and 20 chooſe the Good, 1 He 
proceeded with him in an ordinary 
and eaſy Method; ſet before him 
Life and Death; propoſed to him 
Threats and Promiſes; on the one 
hand, Do this and thou ſhalt live; 
Prov. ix. And, I thou be wiſe, thou ſbalt le 
wiſe for ward ; on the other, In 
Gen. i. j. the Day that thou aateſt thereof, thou 
Halt ſurely die. Here, it muſt be 
acknowledged, Man had a very wh 
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Part to act; the Way in the which * 


he ſhould go, was plainly pointed IE. 
out to him. That he unhappily 
deviated from it, inconſiderately 
liſtened to the bewitching Whiſpers 
of a deluding Charmer, was en- 
tirely his Fault. A Fault! exclu- 
five of the unbounded Mercies of 
God, by no Means to be pardoned. 


Thus from a near View of the un- 


ſpeakable Joys of Heaven, he made 
himſelf liable to the extream Tor- 
ments of Hell, and became a moſt 
melancholy Obje& of God's heavy 
Wrath and Diſpleaſure. What then 
is now to be done? What Poſſibility 
was there now. left of recovering the 
Divine Favour ; forfeited by Sin, 
utterly loſt by the moſt ſtupid In- 
ſenſibility, the moſt notorious Inſo- 
lence? With what Face can he now 
dare to approach offended Majeſty ? 


or who {ſhall intercede for him? 
Wherewith het he come before the Micah vi 
* and bew himſelf before tbe 
| KH 2 high 


De Queſtion put 10 


'SERM. high God? He cannot go up 70 


III. 


— 


Heaven, for God is there; if be 


Pl exaxix. goes down to Hell, God is there alſo, 


Gen iii. 


and may viſit him with the ſevereſt 
Inflictions of Wrath. Well there- 
fore might he thus expoſtulate, I 
heard thy Voice in the Garden, and 
T was afraid; afraid indeed! in this 
diſconſolate Condition, this forlorn 
Situation. So that we are now to 


conſider Man, not only as a Crea- 


ture, but, with the additional Cha- 
rater of a ſinful Creature; and if, 
(as has been obſerved,) even at the 
very firſt, before Man had actually 


ſinned, God, as his Creator, had 
an abſolute Right and Dominion 


over him; if, even in a State of In- 
nocence, God might moſt juſtly 
have propoſed his own Terms, here 


. the Argument muſt neceſſarily hold 


much ſtronger. Man had entirely 
forfeited his Right to Happineſs; 
all that he could now expect was 


eternal Miſery, (neither more nor 


2 
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leſs,) for according to the expreſs SERM. 
Articles of the firſt Covenant, to III. L 
the ſtricteſt Terms of which he had 
voluntarily agreed, the Wages of 
Sin was to be Death. If then, after 
all this, God ſhould think fit, (as He 
has been moſt graciouſly pleaſed to 
think fit, ) ſtill to give us an Oppor- 
tunity of being happy, what Reward 
ſhall be given or done unto the Lord 
for this ſo ſignal aDeliverance? Here 
is an eminent Inſtance of the Truth 
of that Aſſertion, As his Majeſty is, Ee. ii 
% is his Mercy. In theſe Citcum- '* 
ſtances, the Cale could not admit of 
Rigour; whatever God had done, 
whatever his Determination had 
been, it muſt have been, according 
to the | ſtricteſt Rules of Juſtice, I 
right and equitable. His Inflictions 2 
could not have been ſevere, his Judg- 
ment-muſt have been juſt. It is true 1 
indeed, He would not, I ſhould rather . 
ſay, (ſuch is his Goodneſs,) that He WW 
could not have commanded what He | 
| E 3 had 
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SERM. 
III. 
— 


form. For, it is impoſſible 


Matt. xix. 
17. 


tbe Commund ments, was our Saviou 


Condition of Happineſs. It is ob- 


had not —_— us to perform; 
therefore what he has commanded, | 
we ought moſt chearfull to = 


ceive a Crestor voluntarily giving 
Life, and all the — it to 
a Creature, and that that Creature 
ſhould not be obliged to be thankful 
to Him, and to ſerve Him; and if 
it be abfurd not to ſerve God, it will 
neceſſarily follow, that it muſt not 
only be proper, but our meet, right, 
ad bounden Duty 0 ſerve Him. 
If thou wilt enter into Life, | = 


immediate Anſwer to the young Man 
in the Goſpel. A ſtrict 1 
Obedience was to be the only fare 


ſervable, that this young Man had 


. punctually obſerved, and long con- 


tinued in, many excellent Duties; 


and yet, upon the Refuſal of one 
propoſed to him afreſh, he was im- 


mediately rejected, as utterly un- 
qualified 
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qualified to be a Diſciple of Chriſt. Szx. 
The good Actions of his Life paſt III. 
were by no Means diſregarded, or 
loſt upon our bleſſed Saviour, for it 
is particularly recorded, that Jeſus 

bebalding Him, loved Him. But Mus = 
| ſtill there was ſomething wanting; 
one favourite, fooliſh Paſſion he 
could not but indulge himſelf in; 
this he was determined, at all Events, 
to hold faſt, and not to let it go; 
which made him a very eminent, 
but at the ſame time, a very unhappy 
Inſtance, of what our Saviour b 
ſo: often, and fo emphatically de- 
clared to his Followers, 7 hoſoever 
be be of you, who, at proper Times, 
and upon proper Occaſions, for/aketh 
not all that he hath, be cannot be my Luke xv. 
Diſciple. In the Jewiſh Oeconomy, ** 
under the Moſaic Diſpenſation, there 
not only might be, but there really 
was a good deal of Rigour; and yet 
we are to obſerve, that the Law was 
E 4 eſtabliſhed 
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— eſtabliſhed with a Curſe: 


Sal. ii. io. hat were written therein to do 


Deuter. 


Tbe Queſtion put uns / 


upon every. 


one who continued not in all Things 


xvii. 26. hem. Which Reflection cuts off all 


2 Pet. i. 
19. 


Hopes of Heaven, when 
upon ſuch an Obediaüte, as ſhall 
preſume to diſpenſe with any parti- 
cular Precept 1 it. But, 
ſay ſome, the Goſpel is a more ſure 
Mord of Propheſy, particularly de- 
ſigned to abate and ſoften the Ri- 
gour of the Law, and to 


Salvation upon much eaſier Terms. 


All this is undoubtedly, and there- 
fore undeniably, true; the Goſpel 


does offer Salvation upon much ea- 
ſier Terms than the Law did, and 
all the Precepts of it are, (as 
be preſently ſhewn,) plain and eaſy. 
But what does this prove? What 


does all this amount to? It will by 
no Means follow, becauſe God has 
required little, that therefore He 
cane not have * more. No 


Man's 
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Man's Reaſon, I preſume, will ſuffer 
him to argue thus. In caſe of any 
notorious Crime committed, a Party 
offended, may, perhaps, out of 
Good - nature and Compaſſion, ſo 
far forgive the Party offending, as 
not to inſiſt upon the ſtricteſt Terms 
of an adæquate Satisfaction. But this, 
I apprehend, proves nothing more 
than Tenderneſs and Good-nature in 
the one, and the greateſt Returns of 
Gratitude due from the other. Thus 
in the Caſe before us. 

But further; Duly onder che 
| vaſt and. infinite:Diance' between 
God and us; confider likewiſe the 
exceeding abundant Love of God, 
tnanifeſted in the Works of Creation 
and Redemption; look up to the 
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III. 
— — 


Heaven for Heigbt; reflect upon Prov. w. 


the Joys that are there annexed to 
the Obedience of the Goſpel; and 
then, this Expoſtulation will natu- 
rally and neceſſarily introduce itſelf; 
What have we ever done, or what 

can 


S88M- can we ever do, to deſerve all this? 


No indeed, we can never de/erve it, 
all the Reaſon in the World to think, 
unleſa we are wretchedly wanting to 
ourſelves, that we not only ay be, 
but that we really ſballl be, fully and 
compleatly poſſeſt of it. If there- 
fore we feriouſly refle, we cannot 
fore, though the P recepts of Reli · 
gion were really and undeniably hard 
and difficult, yet, as they are the 
Commands of God, and as God has 
es, and to be obeyed in what 
does command, it will neceſſa- 
rily follow, that for this Reaſon they 
ought ſtrictly to be obſerved, and 
punctually performed. But this is 


not the Caſe; I proceed, 


Il. To. ſhew, that they are by 
no Means hard or difficult. So far 
1835 from 
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from it, they exactly ſuit, and agree 
with the Rational, or the human 
Nature; with that fundamental 
Principle, or Character, which con · 
ſtitutes and makes us Men. 
St Paul expreſsly aſſerts them to 


Grotius ſays, that the Nature of God 
requires a Worſhip, which does not 
conſiſt in outward, carnal Rites and 
Ceremonies, but in Spirit and Inte- 
grity of Life; in Faith, Hope and 
Charity. He therefore offers the 
moſt reaſonable, as well as the moſt 
acceptable Service, who lives regu- 
larly and piouſly, and walks accord- 
ing to the Dictates of the beſt Rea- 
ſon; who is religious and juſt; tem- 
perate and humble; compaſſionate 


and charitable; for theſe Things are 


in themſelves the moſt rational, and 
we have the greateſt Reaſon, as 


well as the higheſt Obligations, to 
perform them. Well did our bleſſed 
Saviour know the many and great 
2 | Frailties 
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HE 
—— 


be our reaſonable Service. And Rom. xii. 


ls 
| 


= 


* 


De Queſtion put to 
Frailties of human Nature, kd its 
unhappy Tendency towards Evil; 
and thereſore, appearing with all 
the Tenderneſs and Clemency which 


became the Saviour, the Redeemer, 


and Mediator of Mankind; He did 


not barely promulgate and delirer 


his Precepts to them, and then aban- 
don them to the ſole Conduct of 
their own Reaſon, and Free- will; 


but He alſo directed, and does ſtill 


direct, their Judgment and Choice; 
aſſiſted, and does ſtill aſſiſt their 


good Endeavours with the Motions 
of his Holy Spirit, with Gifts and 
Graces from above. The Chriſtian 
Religion, as has been already ob- 
ſerved, is exactly ſuited to the Na- 
ture of Man. It was particularly 


deſign ed to make him good, in order 


Prov. iii. 
17. 


to — him happy ; all its Ways 
are Ways of Pleaſanineſs, its Paths 
are Paths of Peace. It bids us do 


nothing, but what it at the ſame 


Time — us to perform it 
* 
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prohibits nothing, but what it i is, Seu. 
in all Reſpects, and upon all * III. | 
counts, our greateſt and trueſt In- 
tereſt to decline and avoid. Witboui 
God we can do nothing, but with 
God all Things are poſſible, a// 
Things are not only poſſible, but eaſily Mak i 
prafticable, as our bleſſed Saviour © 
| himſelf aſſures us, to him that be- 
 bieveth. St Jobn ſays, the Command- 
ments of God are — grievous, This John. z. 
Negation rather denotes a ftrong 
Affirmation, that they are the very 
reverſe of being grievous. It is true 
indeed, our bleſſed Saviour compares 
Chriſtianity to a Yoke and a Burden, 
but let it ever be obſerved, that that 
very Yoke is eaſy, and that Burden lun. 
light. His Service, ſo far from be- 
ing a Slavery, is the moſt perfect 
Freedom; thoſe therefore whom the 
Son has made ee, are free indeed. john vii. 
A very * good Writer has made the ** 
VOY Remark, that Jeſus's Mi- 

a racles 


# \ Biſhop Kidder. 
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— 


＋ * were Mercies, thoſe of Moſes 


Galpel Diſper 


De Queſtion put to 


ſo many Plagues only. Upon which 
— this Inference at leaſt 
may.. be well-grounded,' that the 
n is the only true 


Jam. i. 25. and Perfect Law of — as St 


Akts xv. 
10, 


Coming, the Scriptures Expreſaly 


Chriſtian Relig 


5 Meanings, and accompliſhed all the 


James terms it; whereas, the Mo- 
ſaic was an Inſtitution, ſo berth and 
rigid, that neither we @re, nor our 
Fathers were, able to bear. The 
Law of Moſes, diſcovered the true 
Spirit of it; unravelled all its ſecret 


Figures in it; and if it has abrogated 
ſome of its ceremonial Inſtitutions, 
it was only with a Deſign of making 
the eſſential Points of it obſerved the 
better. The Ends of out Saviour's 


declare to be, the taking away Ini- 
quity ; ging in everlaſis 
— agk ; and by both. th 
Effects, becoming an — Bleſs- 
ing to Mankind. But Iniquity can- 


not 
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not be taken away, 
the Puniſhment, and Power of in III. 
be removed; ever Righteouſ- 
ncG cannot be brought in, but by 
gion; nor can theſe Bleſſings be 
univerſal, unleſs the whole World 
ſhare in, and be the better:for them. 
Theſe are the natural Conſequences 
of what our moſt bleſſed Ln and 
Maſter did and ſuffered for us; for 
this did He hunger and thirſt ; for 
this did He bleed and die. All He 
did and fuffered, was with no other 
View, for no other Reaſon, and 
upon no other Account, but to 
make Mankind happy; what He 
has enjoined and commanded, are 
the Means now to be made uſe of, 
on or Part, to bring about, and 
to compleat this univerſal Happineſs, 
8o that Religion, in the very Nature 
of it, directly tends to make us 
— — if Happineſs be the 
End, 


except the Guilt, _ 


* 
g * 
n 
„ 
«& 
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Sz. End, and the only End which it 
all motes and nn. 5 the Means, 


pro 
by which we may arrive at this End, 


muſt neceſſarily be eaſy in them- 
ſelves, happy in "their Conſequences; 
they muſt neceſſarily be ſo, for this 
obvious Reaſon, becauſe the Means 
can never be difficult, where the 
End is every Way, and in every 
Reſpect, worthy of them.  - 
Hiear then the Concluſion of the 
kccleſai· Whole Matter; Fear God, and keep 
'3- His Commandments, for this is the 
whole Duty of Man; the whole of 
his Duty, — conlequentiy, the 
whole of his Happineſs. This is 
the Way, and the'only Way, to live 
eaſy and comfortably: here, as well 
as to be for ever happy hereafter. 
This only can furniſh us with that 
threefold impenetrable Defence, that 
- invincible Helmet of Salvation, of 
which, no Terrors can diſarm us, 
no Force deprive us; a good Cauſe; 


a good 


. + 
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a good Conſcience; and a good _ 

(Gop. Bs na 
Now to the great God of Hea- 

ven and Earth, Father, Son, and 

Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and one 

eternal God, be aſcribed, as is moſt 

ſtrictly due, all poſſible Glory, and 

Honour, and Praiſe, now and for 

ever. Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 


Not to fit filent, but to defend Religion, 
when rudely and inſolently attacked, 


the indiſpenſible Duty of every Chriſ- 
ra 


When Truth or Virtue an Affront endures, 

Th' Affront is mine, my Friend, and ſhou'd be yours. 
Mine as a Foe profeſs'd to falſe Pretence, 

Who think a Coxcomb's Honour, like his Senſe ; 
Mine as a Friend to every worthy Mind, 

And mine as Man who feel for all Mankind. 


Por x, Vol IV. 12mo, P. 243. 
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PS AL. CXXXIX. 21, 22. 


Do not T hate them, O Lord, that 
Hate Thee? and am not I grieved 
with thoſe that riſe up againſt 
Thee? Yea, I hate them right 
| fore, [or as it is rendred in the 
other Tranſlation,] I hate them 
with perfect Hatred. 


HE great Decay of Religion, SERNI. 
and the inſolent Overbear- IV. 
ing of Impiety, has always been, 
and muſt always be, a Matter of 
great Concern to the ſerious and 
thinking Part of Mankind; and we 
may be aſſured, that every Man 
who has the Honour of God, and 
the Intereſts of Religion at Heart, 
will uſe his beſt Endeavours to check 
the Inſolence of Vice, and to the 

1 utmoſt 
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Every Perſon's Duty 
utmoſt of his Power oppoſe the 
Overflowings of Ungodlinels. 5 

Tis a — Reflection, 
but certainly matter of Fact, that 
he who engages in this will meet 
with a great many Difficulties, and 
expoſe himſelf to the Contempt of 


ſome, and the Inſults of others. 


The gay Part of the World are too 
knowing to be taught, and too great 
to be reproved. They will not 
ſuffer any Reflections upon their 
Conduct, or admit of the leaſt Re- 
ſtraint. To pleaſe their Per/ons, 
you muſt not be diſpleaſed with 
their Principles; ; and if they muft 
hear you, it ſhall be upon their 
own Terms, or not at all. But we 
are to know that ſuch a flaviſh 
Complaiſance is inconſiſtent with 


| Duty. In the Levitical Law the 


Lev. xix, 
1 7. 


Command is expreſs; Thou ſhalt 
in any wiſe rebuke thy Meigbbour, 
and not fuffer Sin upon bim: And 


under the Goſpel Diſpenſation we 
have 


tt Afend Religion.” 
have it in; ſtill 
thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt . 
- ohis (by which is originally meant, 
Jou in particular, but it will like- 
wiſe admit of another Senſe, ſhall 
be guilty of any Offence of any kind) 
go and tell him his Fault between 
thee and bim alone; if he ſball 
hear thee, thou haſ} gained thy 
Brother. But if be will not hear 
thee, (if he will have none of thy 


er Terms. 17 1 


Counſel, but deſpiſes all thy Reproof,) prov. i 30. 


tale with thee one or two more, 
that in the Mouth of two or three 
Witneſſes every Word may be efta- 
blifhed ; and if he ſball neglect to 
hear them, tell it to the Church: 
But if he neglef to hear the 


Church, let 2 be unto thee as an it, 16, = 


nde Man, and a Publican; as 
one unfit for Society, and upon all 
Occaſions to be avoided. — Give 
me Leave to make one Remark, 
and then I'll proceed. The Text 
is very full and expreſſive; and the 

PS Word 
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* Every Perſon's Duty 


on R * «Word: Hate or Hatred, is axed no 


leſs than four times in two ſhort 
Verſes. What can be the Meaning 
of this? Will a good Man, ſo good 
a Man as David, bear ſuch Malice, 


ſuch Hatred in his Heart? Yes 


{urely, - againſt the declared Ene- 
mies to God and Goodneſs it is his 
Duty to do ſo: Their Perſons in- 


deed he may and ought to wiſh 


well to; but their Company, as 
dangerous, is always to be avoided ; 
and-their Vices, as ſcandalous, can- 
not be too publickly expoſed... And 


this, I apprehend, may be the full 


Meaning and Import of theſe ſtrong 


Expreſſions made uſe of in the 


Text. And now, if you ll\favour 
me with your Attention; I'll im- 
mediately enter upon the two fol- 
1 os: | 


Firſt, How far we may, conſiſt- 
ently with a Senſe of Duty and 
5 De- 


© t0 defend Religion. 73 
Decency, converſe with Men of SrRN. 
known bad Character; and, * 

Secondly, When we do converſe 


aan them, in what manner we 
ſhould behave towards them. 


— md 


Our frf Enquiry is, How far we 
may, conſiſtently with a Senſe of Duty 
and Decency, converſe with Men of 
looſe Principles and vicious Practice. 
St Paul, in the fifth Chapter of 
his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 

expreſſes himſelf thus; I havewrit- 
ten unto you, ſays be, not to beep 
Company; if any Man that is call- 
ed a Brother, h a Fornicator, or 
' coverous, or an Idolator, or a Railer, 
or a Drunkard, or an Extortioner, 
with ſuch a one no not to eat. This 
Expreſſion, no not to eat, has ge- 
nerally been allowed to have re- 
ſpect only to excommunicated Per- 
ſons, to ſuch as have been judicially 
ſeparated from the Communion of 
the Church; and with regard to 
Theſe 
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Theſe to be taken in the very ſtrict- 
eſt Senſe. But as to others he ex- 
plains his Meaning; yet not alto- 


gether with the Fornicators of this 


World, or with the Covetous, or 
Extortioners, or with J. dolaters, for 


then muſt ye needs go out of the 


| eien which they 


World: that is, If ye are determin- 
ed only to be ac A 
who behave — as they 
ſhould do, and in all reſpects live 

agreeably to the Rules of that Re- 
profeſs ; in this 
caſe. I fear you will have few Op- 


portunities of converfing at all. My 
Deſign then in what J write to you, 


is hk; Avoid as much as you. can 
all Familiarity; do not be engaged 
in an . ; but only keep up 
ſuch an Acquaintance with them, 
as perhaps may be abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for common Life, and civil 
Intercourſe. Hitherto you may go, 


but no further. -— Buſineſs in Life 


muſt be carried on; and in this, 


as 


10 defend Religion. 


as in all other Caſes, the Means muſt 2 


be uſed for the Attainment of the 
End. It may be very true, that a 
Perſon, without any Senſe of Reli- 
gion, or indeed, the leaſt Appear- 
ance of it, may yet be a very /afe, 
or to uſe the common Term, a very 
good Man to deal with; and as ſuch, 
in the Eye of the far greater Part 
of the World, unexceptionable. But 
ſtill, certainly I ſhould give the 
Preference to another Man, in other 
reſpects equal, but in point of Re- 
ligion ſuperior to him. I ſhould 
do it,. becauſe I ſhould imagine a 
greater Confidence might be repoſed 
in ſuch a one, and conſequently, 
ſhould think myſelf in better Hands. 
In ſhort, as to any of the common 
Concerns 1n Life, it 1s rather a Mat- 
ter of Prudence than Duty to en- 
quire into the Characters of thoſe 
we deal with, And as we are to 
be particularly careful to be true 
and juſt in all our Dealings with 

regard 


Every Perſon's Duty 


$88, regard to others, ſo may we uſe all 


proper means to engage them in 
the ſame Method in relation to our- 
ſelves. But, what I chiefly inſiſt 
upon, is this, that we —— not be 
Great (as we call it) with Men of 
bad Character: We muſt not con- 
tract a Friendſhip with them; be- 
cauſe, if we do, probably we may 
partake of their Sins; but if not, 

we ſhall certainly have the Credit 
of them. For, it has always been 

almoſt a ſtanding Rule to judge of 
Men by the Company they keep; 
and indeed, it is a Reflection long 
ſince aſſed | into a Proverb. And 
to be ſure with a great deal of 
Reaſon, For it is abſurd to ſuppoſe 
that any Man would, chooſe Com- 
pany diſagrecable to him. And 
Mankind have ever acted with Con- 
viction enough of this Truth in 
worldly Matters, in ſecular Views, 
though not ſo much as might be 


wiſhed in religious ones. Hear what 
St 


to defend Religion. 77 
St Paul ſays in this Caſe, and take Serv. 
his Advice. Be ye not unequally IV. 
yoked together with Unbelievers :: Cor. vi 
n yields irepoluyourres amigos, © 
We ' fiatis altero jugo copulati infi- 
delibus : © Do not become ſuch as 
« in the ſame Yoke draw another 
« Way.” This is a Metaphor taken 
from Horſes or Oxen, which, being 
in the ſame Yoke, ſhould draw to- 
gether, neither ſtanding ſtill, nor 
yet holding back. It is a ge- 
<«<'neral Precept, prohibitive of all 
c“ unneceſſary Communion and in- 
<«<'timate Fellowſhip with ſuch as 
cc either in Matters of Faith or 
« Worſhip, or in their Lives and 
« Converſations declare themſelves 
ce to be Unbelievers. For, as he 
very juſtly argues, What Fellow- 
ſhip has Righteouſneſs with Un- 
righteouſneſs ?® and what Commu- 
ion has Light with Darkneſs ? 
M bat Concord has Chrift with Be- 
 lial? or what Part has he that Be- 


lieveth 


* 


Every Perſon's Duty 


15 lieveth with an Infidel ? What 
8 * a or Portion, that is, what 80 


or Communion has he that 
believeth. with him that helieveth 
not?? What have ſuch Oppoſites 
to do together? Chriſt: has no 
Fellowſhip with the Devil, there- 
fore we, who are Chriſtians, ought 
to have no unneceſſary Commu- 
nion with ſuch who manifeſt them- 
ſelves to be of their Father the De- 
vil, by doing his Works. 
The — of the Royal Da- 
vid, the King of 1/rael, in the Caſe 
now — us, and the wiſe Reſo- 
lution He made, well deſerves our 
moſt ſerious Attention. I will take 
no wicked Thing in band; I bate 
= Work of them that turn aſide; 
it ſhall not cleave to me. A fro- 
ward Heart ſball depart from me, 
I vill not know a —— Perſon. 
A Man of a corrupt Mind and a 
wicked Life, of an infamous aban- 
doned 


Pools Annotations, 2 Cor. vi. 


to defend Religion. 
doned Principle, ſuch as are but 


S ERM, 


too commonly the moſt likely to, I 


be preferred, . ſuch a one ſhall 


V. 
— — 


ce be baniſhed iy Court, leſt he 


« ſhould tempt me, or inſect the 


« reſt of my Family; or however, 


« which is ſufficient, be injurious 
«or ſcandalous to my People. 


I will be fo far from encourag- 


ing ſuch a Perſon, or from ſcreen- 
ing him, that I will not ow-s him, 

A noble Reſolution indeed | and 
well _— the Man who made 
it | 


: rü now proceed to my ſecond. 


Enquiry, that if at any time we 
ſhould be unavoidably engaged in 
bad Company, then, in what man- 
ner we ſhould behave towards them. 
Reſolutely to defend, and in 
ion to our Circumſtances and 
Abilities, zealouſly to maintain the 
Cauſe of wr ae is a Duty ſtrictly 


incum- 
* Poof's Annotat on cs — Pſalm, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1 Perſon's. Duty 


Sena, incumberit on every one; and he 


who looks upon himſelf as a Chriſ 


tian, and would ſo be looked upon 


i - others, and has ſolemnly engag- 


ed manfully 0 fight under Chriſs 


Banner, is guilty of the baſeſt Trea- 
chery, and a moſt ſcandalous De- 
— whenever he drops that Cauſe 
he has undertaken to ſupport. If 


we conſider how much our Great 


Lord and Maſter did and ſuffered; 
how bitter hat Cup which He even 
begged might paſs from bim; how 
ſtrong that Agony when his Soul 


was exceeding ſorrowful, even unto 


| 1 xi. Death; and his Sweat as it were 


great Drops of Blood falling down 
70 the Ground: If at the ſame time 
we remember, that all He did and 
ſuffered was entirely for our ſakes, 
ſurely. we can't forget this dying 
Maſter, 2his ſuffering, perſecuted 
Saviour. Can we coolly give up his 
Intereſt ? No Ingratitude like that. 
Are we afraid to own him? No 

| Cowar- 


to defend” Religion. 

Cowardice equal to it. But give 
me Leave; as ſhocking as ths is, I 
fear tis a common "Caſe and I 
with there are not many who are 
even aſhamed to thank him for the 

Meat they eat. Grace, both 
before and after Meat, is in many 
Families, and indeed in Company 
in general, very much out of Fa- 
ſhion; and efpecially: among. the 
Great: Ones of the World. But, 
let them be as Great as they will, 
Jam obliged to ſay, I ſhould 
never forgive myſelf if I did'nt, 
that where this is the Caſe,” every 
Morſel they eat, is one more than 
they deſerve. Thus, their Table is 
made à Snare to tale themſelves 
wit bal, and thoſe very Things, which 
ſpould have been fi their Wealth, 
prove to them the direct and im- 


81 
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mediate Occaſon f falling. But 15 brix. 


it may happen, that ſome who have 
the greateſt Abhorrence of ſuch 


Things themſelves, may yet be Mit- 
ory. G 


neſſes 


uw neſſes of them. Are t 


2 
Y. 22. 


by er. 


means, by à baſe Connivance, to 


- But * : Nathan the Prophet 


Every' Perfon's Duty = 
hey then to 
be Partalers f other Mens Sint p 
or are they to reprove them? Cer- 

tainly to reprove them; and by no 


partake of their Guilt. But, ſome 
Man will ſay, the Offender may be 
too Great to be teproved. That 
can't be: — of the honeſt 
Nathan, Thou art the Man, nr 4 
he, to no leſs a Perſon than 

King upon the Throne. But the 


Mord of ihe Lord was precious in 


ge Days, and he who had once 
put his Hand to the Plough, thought 


Himſelf obliged not to lool back. 


was ſent from God; and ſo is 
every Miniſter of God's Word. And 
it is Jig particular Province, ſhould 
there be Occaſion, to reprove eben 
Kings fon His fake; to wreſtle 
againſt Principalities, againſt Pow- 
ers, againſt the Rulers of the Dark- 
* r * 
1 


— — 


10 defend Religion. ' . 
2 Micledugſi even in High . Plz. SERM. 
But here indeed: he's to pro- "ny L 

= with the greateſt Caution; the 2 

niceſt Prudence, and the ſtricteſt 

Decency, are abſolutely neceffary ; 

but if this won't, do, then rougher 

Methods are to.. take PIs and 

* the Great Man may be end- 

4 ſorſooth, inſtead of being re. 

farmed, (which is probable enough) 

let his Reſentment run ever ſo high, 

ſtill let the Miniſter of God keep 

his Ground, and like his great Pre- 

deceſſor, let him rea/on 0 J Rivkie- 

ouſne/s,; Tamper once, and Judgment aan 

10 came, tho it ſhould put Felix 

into a. Fit of 77 Tremblin 

But to proceed. ; = that om 

a higher to a lower Degree. - — 

Should you, then meet with your 
Equals, vith thoſe whom you might 
be free with, ſhould —— behave 
in an indecent, irregular manner, 
what. Method — ou obſerve 
e em? 1 tal? be a, little 

G2 longer 
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ay 
R 
W. 


— 


Prov. 
xiv. 9. 


n. 
19: 


gion, or looks upon Things ſerious 


longer upon this, becauſe I take 
this to bs a Point in which moſt 
in middle Life are chiefly concern- 
ed. Fools may male 4 Mock at 


Euery ale. Duty 


Hin, but they muſt be Fools indeed | 
that do. In Solomon 8 Language a 
Man may play with Firebrands, 
Arrows a1 "Death, and fay, Am 
J not in Sport? but all the World 
will take him to be mad. And ſo 
is every Man who ſcoffs at Reli- 


and facred, as a proper Subject for 


would they make a Jeſt 0 that, 


fay, - or indeed can they poſſibly 


Ridicule and Drollery. If there be 


A Heaven and a Hell, and believe 


there are very few chat will dare to 


think, there is wot ®. Why then 


which poſſibly may be their own, 
or another's Nan But theſe 
Gentlemen ſeem, as it were, to make 
A Party | Religion, and, d, like 
the Bent Eat whoſe Intereſt 
they & induſtriouſly eſpouſe, wall 


about 


W Af Religion. bg 
about ſeeking whom they may de- SeRM: 
vor. They are not contented to 12 
be wicked tbemſalves; unleſs they . 
can make vorher ſo too, and by = 
means are anſwerable; not only for 
their un Commiſſions, but for the 
many they have encouraged in the 
ſame impious Preſumptions. They 
muſt have the Credit of making a 
Profelyte to Vice; and when he is 
made, they make him (if poſſible) 
twofold more the Child of Hell ni.; 
than themſelves, Then they glory 
in their Shame; proclaim their Con- 
queſt, triumph in their Debauche- 
ries; and, leſt their Zeal in the Cauſe 
ſhould be ſuſpected, I believe &'my 
Conſcience; ſometimes boaſt even 
of Sins they never committed. Thus 
they 3 ane Micledneſt to 
another, till at laſt they work all Un- bi 28 
cleannefs with Greedineſs, as the Apo- 
ſtle expreſſes it; (Ephe/; iv. 19.) God 
grves "em over 70 4 reprobate Mind, _ 3 
to. an impenitent Heart; the Con- 

8 3 ſequence 
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ssen“ ſequence of which is, they" are fo 


alix 6. 


8 from being afraid of Him, that 
tbey then laugh at Hell; and by 
their Behaviour at leaſt, con dare 


the Almighty to dan em. 0 


my Soul, come not 'thou into their 
Secret; unto "their Aſſembly, mine 
er, be not thou united. But 
let ĩit be obſerved; that before they 
come to this Paſs, before they run 
fo great a Length as this, they are 
not only old Offenders, but have 
likewiſe met with a good deal of 
Encouragement. For Vice is na- 
turally very timorous. The Liber- 
tine finds himſelf unſupported from 
within, and is therefore ſolicitous 
to confirm his Diffidence, and re- 
move his Shame, by the Counte- 
nance and Eſteem of Men. Here 


then it is our Buſineſs to interpoſe; 


and juſt as far as Bit Wickedneſs: 
may be the Reſult of our Silence, 
(which is generally underſtood to 


give Conſent,) ſo far Sin lies at our” 


Door. 


20 defend Religion.” 97 
Door. Would to God we were S8RM: 
as hearty in the Caule of Virtue, A + 
as Men of this Character and Com- 
plexion, in that of Vice. The 
Effect of it would ſoon 3; 
They muſt then herd to gether; - or; 
like —— firſt Tran why in the 
Garden, hide —— They'd gig. 
then be albam'd to make their 
public Appearance, and inſtead of 
the Applauſe. they may now meet 
with, would only be pitied and 
deſpiſed. And tis very probable, 
that this might put em into an- 
other way — Life, and make em 
act like other Men. For, twas 
obſerved, even in the Infancy of 
Chriſtianity, that nothing was of 
greater Service to it, than the In- 
nocency of the Lives, and the Con- 
ſtancy of the Faith, of thoſe who 
peaſcll it. — And ſo it is now. - 
In ſhort, 2bey muſt either ſubmit 
to ul, or we to ther. If tlie for- 
wd. we gain our Point; if the 
* 1 = 4 latter, 


38 
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Every Perſon's Duty 
latter, we betray our Truſt; and 

to be ſure they Il triumph, andi in- 
deed, with too much Reaſon con- 
clude (notwithſtanding all our Pre- 
tenſions to the contrary) that in 
Reality we can have no great Re- 
gard for that, which we can be 


prevailed with fo very eaſily to 
give up. We don't conſider then 


what we are about when we give 
theſe Men the leaſt Advantage over 
us. In all Probability they'll make 
the moſt of it, and the Ground 
we loſe, they'll get. On the other 
hand, are we zealous and fincere, 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable? Such a 


| Conduct may in Time convince 


'em, and ſo great a Light as that 
introduced by the Goſpel, may, 
like its Great Author, make even 

the Blind to ſee. And let us re- 
member that none of us are ex- 
empted from this Duty. Tis true 
indeed, „The Miniſters of the 


« ſhine 


"#0 defend Religion. 89 
* ſhine as Lights in the World, SBI. 
tc becauſe the Diſtinction of their IV. 3 
& Station, renders their Conduct 
«more obſervable, and the Pre- 
“ ſumption of their Knowledge, 
« and the Dignity of their Office, 
« gives a peculiar Force and Au- 
«- thority to their Example. ¶ And 
how” ſhall they eſcape, if they neg- Heb. 
leck fo great Salvation ?) But 
« ſtill, the Light of inferior Chriſ- 
tc tians is alſo to be viſible; and 
«as no Circumſtances in Life can 
«© place a Man fo far below the 
« Notice of the World, but that 
ee his Virtues or Vices wil render 
te him, in ſome degree, an Orna- 
«ment or a Diſgrace to his Pro- 
« feſſion, ſo there are none below 
« the Obligation, becauſe tis a 
Duty ſtrictly requir'd of evety 
* one, high or low, rich or poor, 
to promote, as far as in him lies, 
«the Credit of it.” And the 
greater any Man's Capacity. is, the 
E greater 


90 Every Perſon's Duty | 
Senza. greater muſt be his Improvement : 
s N. — in relation to himſelf, and the more 

"extenſive will his Influence pro- 


bably be, with regard to others. 
Qed, 


Of lch a one it will be expe 

that Pi ives Light to 71 that 

Wr are in 2 and then he 

may 2 Ws. that he ſhall 

not only ſave himſelf, but be a 

means, under God, of turning many 

ban. unto Righteouſneſs ; all indeed — 

. have the CEOS of his Advice, 

| and the Advantage of his Conver- 
ſation *,” 

Le t us then, every one of us, in 
our ſeveral Stations and Calling, 
zealouſly unite in ſuch a Conduct, 
as ſhall at once advance the Clory 
of God, and the Good of Man, 
Let us treat every Sin with the Re- 
ſentment it deſerves, and every Of- 
fender, (how Great ſoever) with 
Reproof and Correction. Then 
tal Virtue WW amiable. as * 


: * Dr Roger's Serm. 74740 u. 10. 


to defend Religion. gt 

and Vice be driven to Covert and 1 2 
Retirement. Credit and Applauſe | 
ſhall attend Religion, and Shame pro,. | 
only be the Promotion of Fools. On 39 
the one hand let us remember, that 
whatever we do, if for the tempo- 
ral, much more for the /piritual 
Welfare of our Fellow-Creatures, 
Chriſt has been pleaſed to fay He 
will look upon as done to himpelf ; wn. 10. 
and on the other, let us ever bear 
in mind that tremendous Sentence of 
his, 7/hoſoever Jhall be aſhamed of 
ane, and of my Words, in this adul- . 
terous and finful Generation, of vii. 36. 
him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be 
aſhamed, when he cometh in the 
Glory of his Father, with the holy 
Angels. | 

Conſider what you have heard, 
and may God Almighty grant you 
Underſtanding in all Things. 
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SERMON V. 


Misfortune, of ſome kind or other, the 
Lot of every one; and the Sin and 
Folly of judging of Men from the 
different States of Proſperity and 
Adverſity. | 


Sigh not, nor of the common Lot complain; 

Thou that art born a Man, art born to Pain. 

Tis true the gracious Gods are kind at laſt, 

And well reward us for our Sorrows paſt, 
Rowz's Ulyſſes. 
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Ne. Sls this Ma an is 4 M 1 
whom, though be has ęgſcaped the 
Sea, yet V * _ pres not 
70 luv. 1180 


I 7 ti bn A 5 a well * 
known, and much admired 
Writer , and very deſervedly fo, 

that “ we cannot be guilty of a 

4 greater Act of Uncharitableneſs, 
than to interpret the Afflictions 

* which befal our Neighbours, as 
fPuniſhments and judgments. 

And yet, 1 am forry to remark; that 

this is a Fault, I am afraid, Num- 

bers are guilty of, rathly to con- 
demn before they allow themſelves 
Time to 1 It muſt cer- 
tainly be wrong; the Thing is un- 
reaſonable 
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reaſonable in itfelf ; bad in its Con- 
ſequences; and every way unjuſti- 
eien a remarkable in- 
ſtance of Misfortune, of any kind, 
happen to any Man, and too many 
are too apt haſtily to pronounce 
him an abandon'd Profligate; one, 


utterly unworthy of the | leaft of all 


; iy 0 
— 


God's Mercies, and particularly de- 
figned as an exemplary Object of 
his heavy Diſpleaſure. Thus, as 
the Context informs us, upon St 
Paul's Arrival at Melita, when the 
venomous Viper faſtned upon his 
Hand, the Barbarians, like Barba- 
rians, like rude Iſlanders as they 
were, immediately concluded, I 


doubt this Man is a Murderer, 
whom, though be has eſcaped the 


Sea, yet Vengeance ſuffers not to 
live. When they | obſerved: that 
he had received no manner of Hurt, 
they then, - indeed, ſoon. chan gd 
7 Minds, and che Criminal con- 


demm d, was thought worthy to be 


7 


"of raſh Fudging „ 

a God adored. — The Diſciples Sz. 
themſelves ſeemed to be very much 
in this way of Thinking, as ap- 
pears from a Queſtion put by them 

to our Bleſſed Saviour, upon a Man's 
being brought to him that was born 
blind. Maſter, (ſay they) who did 

fin, this Man, or his Parents, that 

he was born blind ? They took it 

for granted, that either the one, or 

the other, or both, muſt neceſſa- 

rily have been notorious Offenders. 

Had not this been the Caſe, ſo 
great a Misfortune (they thought) 
would not have happened unto 
him; fo heavy a Puniſhment (they 
imagin'd) would not. have been in- 
flicted upon him. Thus they rea- 
ſorid, but not aright. Oat Bleſs- Wiz. h 
ed Saviour aſſures em, Meither has 

this Man finned, nor his Parents, 
(that is, not in any remarkable de- 

gree) but that the Works of God 
fheuld be made manifeſt in him. 
Action came not upon him 


H for 


, 
So 
b p 


John ix. 
, 3. 


1 for 
3 ou du t be fi 
guilty of any actual Sin before he 
was born) nor yet for any Sin that 
his Parents had committed; but 
that the Works of God — * be 
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made manifeſt in him; both his 


Work of Power in affifting, and his 
Work of Mercy in healing him. 


It ſhall be my preſent Buſineſs 


from theſe Examples to , 


Firſt, That tis not only abfrd 
and unreaſonable, but that tis alſo 


wicked to judge of any Man, mere- 


ly from the Good or Evil that 


happens to him in this Life. I | 


ſhall carry the Point ſtill further, 


| Secondh, That it is not only ab- 
ſurd, and unreaſonable, and wicked, 
to caſt injurious Reflections, but that 
it is alſo utterly inconſiſtent with 
the common Ne otions of Humani- 
ty, and directly contrary 20, what 


We 


4 


. 
þ 


* 


_— 2 
f 8 8 
 #f Toſs Fullging. 


„ 2 Principle of Good-nature. 


1 am, frft, to they that tis not 
only abſurd, and unreaſonable, but 
that tis alſo wicked to judge of any 
Man, merely from the Good or 
Evil that 2 —— to him in this 
Life. 

To conſider that ſecond Cauſes 
are only under the Direction of 
the Firſt, and therefore to believe 

that whatever is, is, ſome way or 
other, ' right, is at leaſt a ſafe way 
of arguing. As long as we ob- 
ferve this Method, we can never 
err; whenever we deviate from 
it, great may be our Guilt, and 
bad the Conſequences attending it. 
That God Almighty can bring Good 
out of Evil; that by bis P Permiſ- 
ſion, unlikely Means may produce 

great and good Ends, no good 
Chriſtian will offer to queſtion; 
as therefore will not preſume 
| H 2 raſhly 


way all ſeem to value ourſelves 1h S246 
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Sex raſhly to determine, what he can 


by no means pretend clearly and 


fully to comprehend. It very often 


happens that the very beſt Men 
meet with the hardeſt Fate; and 


it was a noble Sentiment in a "Hea- 
then; that he could not con- 
4 ceive that any thing upon Earth 
« could be ſo compleatly worthy 
« 'of God, as a Great and Good 
« Man, greatly miſerable, but ſtill 
« greatly ſupporting himſelf under 
ce his Miſery. lt is very obvious, 
and therefore we cannot deny, but 
that in general, all Things come 
alike to all; There is one Event to 
Feel. i: a The Righteous, and to the Wicked : 
And we have ſeldom greater Rea- 


ſon to believe, that verily there is 


4 Reward for the R eigens, and 
Mo. that doubtleſs there is a God that 
judgeth the Earth; than when 


Things happen ſo promiſcuoully ; ; 


when Innocence appears ſo much 


diſtreſt, 


Seneca de Div. Prov. 


of raſh Judging. 


diſtreſt, and Virtue left with ſo lit- _ 'I 
tle to ſupport it. Marvel not at 
the Matter, but rather be aſſured, 

that He that is higher than ibe bed. v.. 


Higheſt always regards this: Theſe 


Things can never happen but by 
_ His Appointment, never will hap- 
pen but for our Good, unleſs we 


ourſelves fooliſhly obſtruct, or per- 
verſly fruſtrate the good End and 


Intention of em. Human Suc- 


ceſs (of itſelf) is no Mark of the 
Divine. Faveur; we may be pleaſed 


perhaps when Things happen juſt 


as we would have em; but we are 


to know, that unleſs the Means uſed 
be proper, the End propoſed: can 


never be proſperous. A compleat, 


thorough-paced Villain may be as 
remarkable for his Succeſs, as he 


could ever have been for his Un 
worthineſs of it; but if he has his 


Portion here, he can expect it only 
here. After this, ſhall we preſume 
to ſay, that becauſe a Man is Great, 


H 3 | he 


0 


A w_ _ * w_ 
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dannn. muſt neceſſarilj be God? This 


gat 


Rom. 


won't do; the Inference cannot be 
maintained ; and there are never 
wanting Inſtances enow to prove 
it notoriouſly falſe.. On the other 
hand, Wan a Man is pinch d in 
his Circumſtances, or unhappy in 
his Projecis, ſhall we therefore pro- 
nounce him bad in his Principles 2 
This we can't anſwer doing ; be- 
cauſe, we cannot ſee far enough into 
Things, to know: bode; it be ſo, 
or not; conſequently, aur Deter- 


mination muſt be ' unwarrantable ; 


To bis. own Maſter be flands or 


"4 falls; and who art thou that judg- 


. hes - 


Prov. 


1. 32. 


thoſe very Things which 


eff another? It is. Solomon's. Ob- 
ſervation, that the very Proſperity 
of Fools: ſhall deftroy them; that 
ſhould have 
been for their 2 ealib, ſhall be un 


zo. them an Occafion of " falling, as 


the Pfalmiſt expreſſes it, (P/alr 
ix. 23.) This 1 found 


ed upon Reaſon, and Experience, 


and 


ef raſh Judging. 103 
and is toa well known to need a "Ne 
Proof, Learn to diſtinguiſh true 
Happineſs from outward Show, and 
remember, that it is not ſo great, I 
ſo truly noble, to command Succeſs, 
as to deſerve it. Whom the Lord 
loveth, he chaſtneth, ſays St Paul: 7: 
Thoſe only are above Misſortunes, 
who are able to bear 'em. From 
this Obſervation of St Paul's, tis 
„that Misfortunes are rather a 
Mark, and a diftinguiſhing Mark 
too, of Merit, than the Reverſe. 
I hom the Lord lovetb, that is, 
whom He has a particular Regard 
for, or of whom he takes particu- 
lar Notice, theſe are the very Per- 
ſons He makes Choice of tor the 
Trial of Affliction ; that others, ſee- 
ing their good Works, and obſerv- 
ing their exemplary Patience, may 
thereby be induced to reverence the 
Example, and 0 glorify God in the \,** 
Day of Viſitation; themſelves taught 
0 do Honour to Religion, in an 
H 4 Imita- 


Wi | 


_ = 


— 
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ZERM. Imitation of their Temper and Vir- 
i ages . N 
8 Since then cheſs Things are FY 
| ſurely it can be nothing leſs than 
a very great Inſtance of Impiety, 
| arbitrarily to take the Matter out 
I! of God's Hands, and to put it into 
our own. | By what Authority do 
Matt. we this ? or who' gave us pg Au- 
rag. thority? The Word of God is 
expreſs againſt it. Fudge not, that 
Matt. ye be not judged. Let all Bitterntſs, 
| and Wrath, and Anger, and Cla- 
-our, and Evil-ſpeaking, be put away. 
Epheſ. from you. It would much better 
w become us 70 live, and love 'as 
1 Fer Brethren, to take the good Advice 
| of the mite Son of Syrach ; Make 
not an hungry Soul  ſerrowful, nei- 
ther provoke a Man in his Diſtreſs. 
Add not more Trouble to a Heart 
that is vexed; and defer not to 
give to him that is in need. Neject 
not the Supplication of the oflified; 1 
| and give him none occaſion to _ (| 

«| CIALIS. - N 4.4 2 
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of. raſh Judging. 
thee. For if he curſe thee in the Se RM. 
Bitterneſs of his Soul, his Prayer 


8 
fall be Ns 4 him that made f. 
d 


Zim. Our Ble 


Saviour Eimſelkn e. * 


expreſsly fays, I judge no Man; . 


and again, I came not to judge the 
World, but to ' ſave the Morld. In, 


If therefore we propoſe Him * 


our Example, and are defirous of 
walking in His Steps, let the Meek 
neſs of the Maſter correct the Mo- 

roſeneſs and Auſterity of the Ser- 
vant; we muſt be particularly care- 
ful, 'by no means officiouſly to con- 
cern ourfelves with what doesn't be- 
long to us, or ill-natur'dly to con- 
demn what we have nothing at 
all to do with. All that we have 
to do in this Caſe, or in any Caſe 
of this kind, is, to do unto all Men 
as we Lens they ſhould do unto us. 
This. is the beſt, and the moſt ef- 
fectual Method we can take, to 
make our own Lives eaſy and com- 


Wr and in Home meaſure to 


- contr> 
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62h contribute to the Peace and Wel. 
ae al ozbers. This we may ho 


will ſecure us Friends on Earth, 
and let it ever be remember d, the 
Bel of Friends in Heaven; where- 

as, to behave in a different manner, 
and to act in oppoſition to this 
Rule, can never be reconciled ei- 
ther to Wiſdom or Duty; to the 
Character of a good Chriſtian, or 
indeed of a tolerably good-natur d 
TI eonclude this Head with re- 
minding you of a Story which pro- 
bably ſeveral of you have read, but 
may not perhaps juſt at preſent re- 
colle&, -—- When Diagoras the 
“ Atheiſt, was on board one of the 
«* Athenian Ships, there aroſe a very 
violent Tempeſt ; upon which the 
« Mariners told him, that it was 
« a juſt Judgment upon em for 
having taken ſo impious a Man 
« on board. Diagoras deſired they 
% would look upon the 72. of the 
« Ships 


of rafh Tudging. | 


i Ships that were in the ſame Diſ- S rü. 
te treſs, and ask d them, whether N. 


« or no Diagoras was on board 
© every Vel in the Fleet? We 
«© are involved. i in the ſame Calami- 
« ties, and ſubject to the ſame Ac- 
t cidents; and when we ſee any 
ce of the ſame Species under any 
« particular Oppreſſion, we ſhould 
0 look upon it as ariſing from the 
«© common Lot of human Nature, 
« and not from the Guilt of the 
particular Perſon ſuffering *.”— 


And this, I think, very natural- 
ly. introduces our focomd General; 
That it is not only abſurd, and 
unreaſonable, and wicked, to caſt 
injurious Reflections, (all which, I 
hope, it has already appeared to 
be) but that it is alſo utterly in 
conſiſtent with the common No- 
tions of Humanity, and directly 
contrary to, what we all ſeem to 


value 
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108 | 
hy value ourſelves upon, a Princi ple of 
| Y:, Good-nature. 1 5 = 
n It may be obſerved, that 1 imme- - 
diately upon the Creation, God 
himſelf vouchſafed to ſay, that it 
Gen. was 0 good for Man to be alone; ; 


from whence we may infer the Ne- 
ceſſity of a Relationſhip ; and the 
great Obligations we are all under, 
upon all proper Occaſions, to be 
Helps meet for one another. Al- 
lowing this, it muſt neceſſarily be 
our Duty to help in time of Need, 
and to ef one another all the good 
Offices we ' poſſibly can. When 
Men are in Mafartines, to take no 
notice of em, is very wrong, and 
highly unbecoming ; but to add to 
'em, and by cenſorious Reflections 
to make em worſe than they other- 
wie would be, is villainous and 
baſe. This is with' a witneſs 70. 


perſeente him whom God has ſmit- 


Plal. 
Ixix. 27, 


ten, and to vex them whom He has 
wounded, The poor. Man may cry; 
4 the 4 


of raſh. Judging. 109 
the Man in Miſery ſurely may lift up SRI. 
his Voice, and when he does ſo, he * A 
has a Right to be heard. We may 
mock the Poor; we may opprels the 
Injured, but when we do, we re- Prov. 
proach our Maker : We cannot de- 
ſpiſe the one, without diſhonouring 
the other. Let us conſider a little 
who it is that nade us to differ from: cor. 
others, and what | have we that we 7: 
did not receive? Now if we did 
receive it, why do we glory as tho 
we had not received it? To whom 
do we ſtand indebted for that in- 
eſtimable Bleſſing, a good State of 
Health? an eaſy Fortune? the Uſe 
of Limbs ? together perhaps with 
all the other Comforts and Con- 
veniencies of Life? The Great Diſ- 
poſer of all Things, who has ſo 
bountifully provided for s, might, 
without the leaſt Injuſtice, have ta- 
ken the ſame Notice of others, and 
neglected us, as we ſhould: be apt 
to thini : What, then, in a Change 

of 
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of Circumſtances, we could fairly 
and reaſonably have expected from 
others, that, in the preſent Caſe, 
common Good-nature will oblige 
us chearfully and readily to con- 
tribute to the Support of others. 


To apply this, and what has been 
ſuggeſted, to the Caſe now before 
us. -— Are our Brethren afflicted ? 
They are Brethren; In all their 
Aﬀiftion we ſhould be afflicted. 
Has it pleas'd -God in any patti- 
cular Inſtance to diſtreſs em? We 
ſhould endeavour to make their 
Yoke eaſy, and their Burden light. 


We ſhould not conclude that they 
are Sinners, becauſe they are Su 
ferers; that God is againſt em, 
becauſe, at preſent, his Hand is 


heavy upon em. We ſhould not, 
upon any Account, even ſuppoſe it, 


unleſs we have the greateſt Reaſon 


to believe it. Becauſe the Man in the 
Parable loft one Sheep, are we there- 


fore 


of ru Judging 


| thre to- infer that he had no Right Sk 
to the other Ninety nine? This 8 


a very unfair way of arguing; a 
e that Reaſon and 
Religion will very much condemn, 
but can by no means approve of. 
Suppoſe a Man in the moſt preſſing 
Circumſtances, in the greateſt Want, 
ſhould apply to us for Relief, and 
aſſure us, that by an unexpected, an 
unavoidable Accident, he had loſt 
all that he had in the, World. Sup- 
poſe he ſhould undertake to, con- 
vinee us by plain and undemable 
Demonſtration, that this was an 
accidental Thing, and that he him- 
ſelf was by no means acceſſary to 
the Loſs he had ſuſtain'd. In this 
Caſe what ſhould we do? I know 
what we ozght to do; immediately 
to relieve him; which if we re- 
fus'd to do, and were able to do, 
we could no longer have any Pre- 
tenee to the Character of Chriſtians 
or Men. Purpoſely to evade the 
s | melan- 
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re. melancholy Object, barbarouſly to 
* inſult him, and ſneeringly to "tell 


Rom. 
Ai. 15. 


Gen. 
xlkii. 30. 


him that this was nothing more 


than the dus Reward of his Deeds, 
would be in the higheſt degree un- 
generous, baſe, and I No Man 
would offer to do this, but the 
Man who wou'dn't ſeruple to do 
any thing : The Chriſtian would 
deteſt it; the Man of Senſe would 
ſcorn it; the Good- natur d Man 
cou dn t do it: No; He would ra- 
ther weep with him who had /o 
much reaſon to. weep. His compal- 
ſionate Concern, his generous 8ym- 
pathy wou'dn't Jong lie conceal'd ; 

like the affectionate, tender-hearted 
Foſeph, his Bowels would yern up- 
on his Brother. A very correct 


Writer obſerves , that Compaſſion: 


generally, almoſt always indeed, fol- 
lows any confiderable M iefortiuns, 
This Civility is. ſo, very common; 
and ſo much expected, that they 


i ©.OG 
* ca Eflay on Gare Kindneſs. 
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| who are unconcerned at the Trou- SerM. ” 
bles of another, are called inbu- 3 
mane; that is, they are degenerat- 
ed from their Kind, and don't de- 

ſerve the Name of Men. The ſame 
Author has obſerved too, that the 
moſt generous Diſpoſitions are the 
moft compaſſionate. Such Perſons, 
ce tho' their Fortunes are never ſo 
« well guarded ; tho' the Great- 
« neſs of their Minds exempts them 
« from Fear, and makes em /zaff 
* concerned for any Accident of 
« their ow, yet none condole and 
«* {ſympathize more heartily than 
« they. Tis plain therefore, that 
« this Pity and Tenderneſs, being 
« ſo void of Self-Intereſt, muſt 
E proceed from a humane Diſpo- 
ſition, from a noble and gene- 
“ rous way of Thinking.” — The 
Stoics indeed, thoſe ſtern Philgſo- 
Phers, as they think themſelves, are 
lo tar from accounting Mercy a 
Virtue, that according to the Vogue 


of 


cc 
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SeRM. of their Morality it paſſes for a 


Sin; © for an Argument of Weak- 


4. neſs and Littleneſs of Soul, and 


« ſuch a piece of Softneſs and Ef- 
« feminacy, as doesn't comport with 
« the Character of their wiſe Man, 
« who is allowed indeed to relieve, 
« but not to be troubled for the 
« Afflicted; to add, if he can, to 
« the Tranquillity of their Minds, 
« but not to ſuffer his ew to be 
ce diſcompoſed at the Sight of any 
« Calamit . Let em, if they 
can, enjoy their ill- natur d Conceit, 
their moroſe, rigid Severity. Thank 
God, we have not fo learned Chriſt. 
Let a different Perſwaſion, a better 
Principle, influence ou Actions, and 
let us not believe, (as they do) that 
to debaſe human Nature is to in- 
prove it. No; let us rather, firſt, 
jreely. contribute our own Endea- 
vours, and then beg of God, in the 
Words of our moſt excellent Litur- 


IL 


A 


** 


* Stackbouſe's Body of Divinity, P. 9122 
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oy, t comfort and fuccour all thoſe SRM. 


who in this tranſitory Life are in 
* —— Sorrow, Weed, Sickneſs, or 
% other Adverſity. 

N follows from what has been 
obſer vd, that in another World, 
good and bad Men will for ever 
be diſtinguiſhed by ſuitable Re- 
wards and Puniſhments; for in his 
tis very plain that there's a great 
deal of Darkneſs and Perplexity 
upon the Face of Things; and Vir- 
tue and Vice are utterly uninter- 
pretable by Succeſs. The Fate 
« of the Righteous and Wicked is 
« ſhuffled in common and promiſ- 


„ cuous Events, as if the Diſtinc- 


« tions of Good and Evil were 
ce nothing but empty Names, and 
Terms of Philoſophy *.” Nay, 
ſometimes, pretty often heed; « a 
“ Man fares the worſe for his Inte- 
« ority, and they who are righte- 
« ous make themſelves a Prey, 

I 2 © meerly 


* Co/lier's Sermon 2 Cor. v. 10. 


oy 


0 


* 


Amos 
Vs. 24. 


by an unequal and partial Diſpen- 


Goodneſs of God very viſibly dif | 


« preſt; they are perſecuted in 


dence ſometimes (for very wiſe and 
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« meerly by being ſo. Their Vir- 
« tue is diſcountenanc'd and op- 


« their Fortune and in their Fame; 
« they are often purſued with a 
« Succeſſion of croſs Accidents, and 
« a Struggle with the moſt unac- 
« ceptable Difficulties and Misfor- 
« tunes of Life.” But tho' Provi- 


good Ends, no doubt, ) ſuffers Vir- 
tue and Vice to be ſo unſuitably 
treated here, yet at the laſt Ac- 
count all theſe things will be rec- 
tified, and every one's Condition 
adjuſted to the Merit of his Cauſe. 
For then (as the Prophet ſpeaks) 
Judgment ſball run down like Wa- 
ters, and Righteouſneſs like a mighty 
Stream. ; 

I would obſerve, ſecondly, that 


ſation of Good and Evil, Rewards 
and Puniſhments in this World, the 


plays 
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plays itſelf with regard both to * 
good and bad Men. Firſt, as to 
good Men. Were they always re- 
warded for their good Works as 
ſoon as they are done, this would 
be apt to make 'em too fond of 
the World ; and rather incline 'em 
to take the Apoſtle's Advice in the 
Reverſe, and ſet their Aﬀettions, _ 
not on Things above, but on Things ii. 2. 
on the Earth; whereas, nothing 
more powerfully, more effectually, 
weans 'em from it, than Troubles, 
Croſſes, and Diſappointments. Be- * 
fore I was troubled J went wrong, 7. 
but now have I kept thy Word : 
And our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, 
the Captain of our Salvation, was 
made perfeft through Sufferings. l. 40 
And the very nature of the Cove- 
nant God has made with us re- 
quires, that good Men in his World 
ſhould be as well expos'd to Suf- 
ferings, as qualified to receive Bleſs { 
ings. But if good Mens Actions 

13 were 


= alter — oe — 
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50 were always immediately rewarded, 
as there could then 4 no place 

for the Exerciſe of their Mecknels, 
their Patience, their Reſignation, 

their Forgiveneſs of Injuries; all 

which, tho' never ſo much out of 

Faſhion, and the laſt of them in- 

deed, Forgiveneſs of Injuries, ſeem- 

in aly quite ſo, are yet Virtues pe- 

culiarly Chriſtian, (and not at all 

the leſs ſo for being but little re- 

garded;) ſo there would be no 

Trial of their Sincerity to God, 

and how long, and how much, they 

would be contented to do, and 

ſuffer, for his Sake, and in bis 

Cauſe.--- Then as to wicked Men, 

they have great Reaſon to. thank 

God for his Forbearance ; for in 
ſparing them when they deſerve 

Puniſhment, and in his Wrath 

thinking upon Mercy, He not only 

gives em time to repent, but kind- 

ly invites em to it, and lays before 

em the moſt prevailing Arguments 

to 
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to melt em into Tears for having 4 W.. 
offended ſo gracious a God; a God . 
ſo full of Mercy and Compaſſion; ; 
5 to break off their Sins by a 
ody Return to their Duty. Be- 
gre "It them who have * Im- 
udence to complain that God de- 
= to puniſh the Wicked, remem- 
ber, that was not Mercy as well as 
Judgment to be found in the Di- 
vine Nature, the moſt Righteous 
of all muſt not dare to appear be- 
fore Him. 
Upon the whole. As Gold is 
tried in the Fire, ſo are accepta- 
ble Men in the Furnace of Adver- Fcdw. 
ſity. * « Adverſity i is the only true 
* Touchſtone to try the Value of 
ce the Soul. It ſets a Man's Vir- 
ce tues in the trueſt Light; puts 
« em on the richeſt Dick: and 
© thus he makes a much more 
« conſiderable Figure than he would 
«. otherwiſe do. And even ſuppol- 
I 4 ing 
Cuollier's Sermon Philipp. iv. 6. 
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SERM. „“ ing the Evils we labour under, 
© not to proceed from the niceneſs 
| c of our Imagination, but to have 
ce ſome real Foundation in Na- 
te ture, yet, when we conſider, 
«© how much the Advantage will 
c over-balance the Inconvenience, 
« this, one would think, ſhould 
&« filence our Diſcontent, when we 
&© conſider, that if we don't miſ- 
manage the Opportunity, we are 
© now in the faireſt way to grow 
« wiſer and better, and to be re- 
« markable for the moſt valuable 
Improvement our Nature is ca- 
« pable of; when we confider, 
* how great and praceful a Thing 
« it is, to be. contented with a lit- 
tle; to be above Contempt, con- 
c ſcious we don't deſerve it; to 
endure Pain without Impatience 
« or Diſorder. Thus, to overlook 
« the Malice and Impertinence of 
ce ill Men; to throw off the leſſer 
Evils of Life with little or no 
« No- 


* 
* 
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4 Notice, and to bear the greater Sx nN. 
« with Decency and Compoſure; V. 
&« this is to be Great above Title 
&« and Fortune: This will make 
us ealy here, and happy here- 
after. 

Which God grant thro' the Me- - 
rits and for the Sake of his dear 
and ever-bleſſed Son. Amen. 
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SERMON VI. 

David's Guilt in the Matter of 
Uriah, and the Efficacy of Re- 
pentancè. 


LO a 3 FS. r 1 E : g - wk ; 
1 af 4 *. V 9 * 1 *. — ” F 
_ 3 . Ye * 3 n 8 CAS pe =” 


LOS At 
A * — PIP: * 


5 GOT. n 3 * 
EW? ee" J 7 n * 
c 


CO A bs. " V 8 
gore m3 A . 
— or 4 — 


4-＋. 244 þ $$$ 144444 1442 t 


P8aLlm LI. z. 
J acknowledge my Tranſsreſſions, 


and my Sin is ever before me. 


HIS Pſalm, for ſo the Title Szzm. 
informs us, was compos'd VI. 
by David; © occahon'd by the wm 
« Rebuke receiv'd from MWatban, 
« for the notorious Offences, and 
« ſcandalous Tranſgreſſions he had 
« committed in the Matter of 
* Uriah; for which, being truly 
humbled *, and brought to a 


« due 
* Dr Adam Littleton's Sermon upon the ſame Text. 
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David's Guilt, and 


SERM. © due Senſe of the Provocation 


ce wherewith he had provok'd God 
« to Anger againſt him; of that 
40 grea at Sandal and ill Report he 
«* had brought upon Religion; 
c beſides — manifeſt Injury he 
« had done to a Subject, his poor 

« Neighbour ; he breaths out his 
« Complaint, and declares his Pe- 
« nitence in this Plalm ; which 
ce therefore he appointed for pub- 
« lic Uſe, as a ſolemn Form for 


« ſuch Occaſions; and to that 


« End, deliver d it to the Chief 
« Mufician, to be us'd among the 
6 Church Devotions.” His Adul- 
tery is mention d in the Inſcription, 


after he had gone in unto Bathſhe- 


ba, it is there ſaid; and his Mur- 


der of the eee is expreſsly 
lamented in the 14th Verſe; De- 
liver me from Blood-guiltineſs, O 
Cd: Which plainly ſhews, that 
the Blood of the innocent Uriah, 
ſpilt by His Order and Contrivance, 
e lay 
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lay heavy upon his Conſcience.— * 
Wherefore, having by Mathan's, I. ; 
Addreſs been convinc'd of his Sin, 
with the ſincereſt Signs of Contri- 
tion he ſupplicates to Almighty 
God for Forgiveneſs. Have Mercy 
upon me, O God, after thy great 
Goodneſs; according to the Mul- 
titude of thy Mercies do away mine 
Offences ; waſh me thoroughly from 
my Wickedneſs, and cleanſe me from 
my Sin: For J acknowledge my 
Tranſgreſſions, and my Sin is ever 
before me. He knew that Confeſ- 
ſion was the ſureſt, indeed the only 
way, of obtaining Mercy. He that 
covereth his Sins ſhall not profper, 
but whoſo confeſſeth, and, in conſe- poor. 
quence of that, for/aketh them, ſhall *** > 
bave Mercy. | 

The Beſt may err; even the Man 
after God's own Heart, we find, 
did ſo; and greatly too. We ſhould 
not, on the one hand, be too ſevere 
in our Reflections, or, (quite un- 


like 


126 
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like the Great God whom we have 
- the Honour to ſerve,) be extreum 
to mark what is done amiſs ; nei- 
ther on the other, thro a faſhio- 
nable Complaiſance, muſt we dare 
to ſcreen the Guilty, how Great 
ſoever; the latter of theſe can ne- 
ver ſerve the Cauſe of Religion ; 
the former of 'em, will be very 
apt to diſcourage a Return to Duty. 
Let thoſe who fall like David, 
like David, riſe again by Repent- 


. ANCE. 


In my following Diſcourſe upon 
the Scripture before us, I ſhall, 
Firſt, repreſent to you the Enor- 

mity of his Sin; and then, 

Secondly, From bis Exam ple, re- 
commend to you the Acknowledg- 
ment of Tranſgreſſions, or the Con- 
feſſion of Sin, whenever you fall 
into it, as an 7 indiſpenſibly necef- 
fary Duty of Religion. 

Now 


the Efficacy of Repentance. 
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Now the State of the Caſe, t 
which we at preſent refer, as it 
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VI. 
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ſtands recorded in ſacred Hiſtory, 


was this. David had unfortunate- 
ly ſpied a beautiful Object; in an 
improper Place, and at an impro- 
per Time. Tho' a King, he was 
ſtill but a Man; tho' he had the 
Command over Thouſands, yet it is 
plain, in zhis Particular at leaſt, he 


had none over himſelf. The Wo- 


man, we are inform'd, was very 


beautiful to look upon. The King 


could not reſiſt ſo great a Temp- 
tation; ſo ſtrong, ſo prædominant 
was his Paſſion, that he was de- 
termin'd, it ſeems, at all Events, to 
indulge it. In Caſes of this Na- 
ture, proper, or rather, more pro- 


perly ſpeaking, improper Perſons, 


2 Sam. 
i. 2. 


are ſeldom wanting to be applied | 


to. Accordingly, David ſoon diſ- 
patches his truſty Meſſengers; with- 
out much Difficulty obtains the 

| wiſh'd- 


FS. 
— 
* 


_ i David s. Guilt, and 


11 SERM. wilh'd-for Prize, (the oak Wo- 
man was too complaiſant to refuſe 
| — great an Honour as the King 
100 deſign d her,) in ſhort, without the 
leaſt. Reluctance, as far as we can 
d, (for we muſt ſtate the Caſe 
fairly, he poſſeſſes, what he could 
not, upon any Account whatever, 
ave any manner of Right to. -— 
We may now look upon the Mo- 
narch, as, (in his ew Opinion, at 
leaſt) compleatly happy; at pre- 
ſent, he meets with no Interrup- 
tion, no Difficulty, nothing to diſ- 
compoſe, or ruffle him. We may, 
we muſt ſuppoſe, that he had, ſome 
way or other, (how we can't tell,) 
quieted his Conſcience, in order, in 
ſome meaſure, to juſtify his Con- 
1 duf. This was for a little while 
only; he had not long been ac- 
quainted with the Woman, before 
he was acquainted likewiſe with 
the Conſequence of his Acquaint- 
ance with her: For, tho' Wife to 
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Uriah the Hittite; yet, (horrentlum SERM. 
diftu,) the was with Child by Da- VI. * 


vid the King. How to proceed 
#ow, he couldn't very well tell. 
Not only the Wife, but the in- 
jur d, and much abus d Husband 
is nom to be thought of. With a 
ſeeming Friendſhip, and out of a 
great Regard to his paſt Services, 
(a very great Regard indeed ! ) 
he ſends for his loyal Subject. 
Uriah, little thinking how much 
his Maſter had abus'd him; in what 
a tender Part he had wounded him, 
and how deep the Wound; know- 
ing nothing of the Matter, obeys' 
the Order, immediately upon re- 
ceiving it. The King, no doubt 
of it, was glad to ſee him. After 
a few Queſtions ask d, vis. as, How 
Joab did, how the People did, and 
how the War proſper d, he lviſes 
him to retire; to go and refreſh 

himſelf after his Fatigue. 
Uriah's Behaviour, (as far as we 
can collect from Scripture, ) ſeems 
K to 


2ERM- to have been, in all reſpects, un- 
* 4 exceptionable. Here it is parti- 
culatiy ſo; remarkably generous. 
The: Ark, (ſays he,) and Iſrael, 
and Fudah, abide. in 7 ents, and "ty 
my Lord, are encamp'd in the open 
Fields; ſball I then go to my 
Houſe, to eat, and to drink, and 
10 lie with my Wife? As. thaw 
will. not do this Thing. Here was 
a Diſappointment indeed; very bad 
is the Method nam to be taken: 
Uriab's -paſt Services are all en- 
tirely forgotten; and he, an honeſt, 
pal. innocent Man, without any Offence 
u. 3. o Fault of bim, publickly expos d 
Il to unavoidable Danger, and its, 
100 Conſequence, immediate Death. 
10 8o that from Adultery we are to 
paſs on to Murder. A very eaſy 
IN Tranſition ] for, ſhould: there be 
J | Occaſion for it, the Adulterer, as 
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well as, according to Solomon's. Ob- 
ſervation, the Aadulter eſs þ will hunt 
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for the precious Life. When a SR. 
Man has once no more Conſci- bas R 
ence than to commit the one, he Ry. 
will not, tis much to be fear d, be 
very ſcrupulous as to the Commil- 
ſion of the other. — This was 
the Caſe here however. f 
Thus fell this Great, and in 
other reſpe&s, remarkably good 
Man, a Prey to his ungovernable 
Luſt ; hereby leaving us a memo- 
rable, tho' at the ſame Time a very 
melancholy Inftance, of the very 
great Frailty and Imperfection of 
human Nature, even in the very 
beſt of Men. -— But the Thing that , gm. 
David had done, difpleaſed tbe v. 25. 
Lord, Very heinous was the Na- 
ture of his Crimes, and terrible to 
reflect upon the Conſequences of 
em. To bring him back to a due 
and proper Senſe of his Duty; to 
awaken his Conſcience, which we 
may well ſuppoſe (as has been 
juſt obſery'd,) had long been 
K 2 artfully 
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132 David Guilt, and 
1 4 artfully lull'd aſleep; 0 reprove 
' , him, and to ſet before him the 


Plal. 1.21. Things that he had done, the Pro- 


phet Nathan, by a Direction from 
Providence, humbly begs Admit- 
tance, and an Audience; and wiſe- 
ly ſteers between the two oppoſite 
* that of a too daring Pre- 
ſumption on the one hand, and of 
an unmanly, timorous Difidence on 
the other. Had he been too ſud- 
den, or too ſevere in his Reflec- 
tions, this Uſage the King might 
have reſented; had he been too 
remiſs, or too favourable in repre- 
ſenting the Caſe, ſo blind was the 
King, at that Time, that 'tis very 
probable he might not have ſeen 
thro' it. The particular manner in 
which he introduces his Reprimand, 
is well worthy our Obſervation. — 
one little Ew-lamb which the 
Man had bought and nouriſh'd oy 
was ſo ſtrong, ſo lively a Deſcrip- 
tion of the Wife, whom Uriah, his 
true 
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true and faithful Subject, had once SERM. 
ſo dearly lov'd, that, I think, the VI. ; 
King could not but apply it; and. 
tho he ſeem'd ſo highly exaſperat- 

ed againſt the Perſon in the Para- 

ble, muſt yet be fully perſwaded 
that he himſelf was the very Per- 

ſon intended by it. But be this as 

it will; no ſooner had the Prophet 

in plain Terms told. him ſo, but, 
without one word of Defence, he 
pleads Guilty, and allows the Ac- 
cuſation to be juſt ; acknowledges. 

the Fact, and earneſtly expreſſes his 
Concern for it: Thow art the Man, i v. 
ſays the Prophet ; and immediately 
replies the King, I have finned verz. 
againſt the Lord. Tho' a King, 

he did not think himſelf too great 

to be reprov'd, but, with a highly 
becoming Modeſty, and a thorough 
Conviction of his Crime, meekly ac- 
knowledg d his Vileneſs, and truly 
repented of his Sins. --- The Jewiſh 
Doctors undertake to juſtify this 

K 2 Beha- 
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David Guilt, and 
Behaviour of David's, by ſayings 
that it was a Law in J1/rael, that 
when a Man went to the Wars, 
he ſhould leave a Bill of Divorce 
with his Wife; and that then ſhe 
might freely marry whom ſhe pleaſ- 
ed in his Abſence : That Bath 
/heba took the Advantage of this 
Liberty, and married David, — 
But why ſhould they excuſe, or 
rather (for that is all,) pretend 
to excuſe, a Crime, Which the 
Scripture condemns in ſo many 
Places; and which David himſelf 
confeſs'd and bewail'd with ſo many 
Tears ? We have Scripture Autho- 
rity for it, that great was David's 
Sin, ſo great, as no otherwiſe to be 
atton'd for, but by a full Confeſſion, 
and a very — hearty, and time- 
ly Repentance. The Efficacy of 
which, I come now, as was 
poſed under the ſecond ** to 
| conlider, 

Now 
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Now as I well know there are | 


many, who from miſunderſtanding 


r own Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, in a deſponding kind of 
way, have imagin'd, that all their 
Endeavours would be ineffectual, 
and that they can never do enough 
to ſave their Souls; ſo I likewiſe 
know, there are others, who think 
in quite the oppoſite way; make 
themſelves extreamly eaſy; and ſeem 
fully perſwaded, that they ſhall get 
to Heaven with doing very little, or, 
in ſome Caſes, hardly any think at 
all. Both theſe Extreams are equal- 
ly dangerou s; and either of them 
may, in the End, be fatal. The one 
is Inſolence, Arrogance, and Pre- 
ſumption | the other, fuch a Diffi- 
dence, ſuch a Diſtruſt, as a Chriſ- 
_ ſhould not ſo much as think 
ar. 
K 4 We 


that Text of St Paul, Workout Phil. i. 1s. 


136 Davids Guilt, and 
SBRM. We all know that the very beſt 
: has Things are liable to Corruption; 

and the better they are in them- 
ſelves, the * worſe when they are 
corrupted. Thus, as we have juſt 

had Occaſion to obſerve, the Scrip- 

Tim. zure itlelf, tho given by Inſpiration 
mr ofiGac: 2 profitable for Doctrine, 
or Reproof, for Correction, for In- 
on. . — ; has by 

pet. Jome been wreſted to th Deftruc- 
bi. 16. tion; but, take it in a proper man- 
ner, and as it ought to be taken, 

and it will every way fully anſwer the 

Ends and Purpoſes for which it was 
intended; that is, it will make us 
Perfect, as perfect as we are requir'd. 

to be, thoroug h furniſþ 'd unto all 

RP good Works; it will give no Man 
wo. licence to fin; nor will it exclude 
any one from Hopes of Pardon, 
who, when he has ſinn'd, repents, 
Thus in that well-known good and 


merci · 


* Corruptio opting fit. paſſna. 
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merciful Act recorded in the Eighth Seam. 
of St John. The Scribes and Pha- Wo. 
riſees brought to our Saviour @ Wo- | 
man taken in Adultery; and when 

they had ſet her in the midſt, they 

ſay unto him, Maſter, This Woman 
was taken in Adultery, in the very 

Act. Now Moſes in the Law: com- 
manded us, that ſuch ſhould be 
Honed; but what ſayeſt thou ? This 

they ſaid, tempting him, that they 

might have to accuſe him. But Jeſus 

fhoop'd down, and with his Finger 

wrote 0n the Ground, as though he 

heard them not. So when they con- 

tinued asking him, he lift up him- 

ſelf, and ſaid unto them, He that 

is without Sin among you, let him 

caſt the firſt Stone at her. And. 

again he flop d down, and wrote 

on the Ground, And they which 

heard it, being convicted by their 

own Conſciences, went out, one by 

one, beginning at the Eldeft, even 

zo the laß. And TFeſus was left 


alone, 


David 8 Gul and 


| * alone, and the Woman landing in 


the midſt. When Jeſus had lift 
up  bimfelf, and ſaw none but the 
Woman, he ſaid unto. her, Woman, 
where are thoſe thine Acecaſers ? 
Has no Man condemned thee She 
ſaid, Mo Man, Lord. And Jeſus 
faid unto her, Neither do J con- 
demm thee; go, and fin na more. 
Her Accuſers had us' d their ut- 
moſt Spite and Malice to aggra- 
vate her Crime; (which, God knows, 
there was no manner of Occaſion 
— it was bad enough without 
that;) our bleſſed Lord, however, 
to convince them that the Goſpel 


Diſpenſation was not ſo rigorous as 


that of the Jewiſb, freely abſolv'd 


her; but, with this rica Injunc- 


tion, ta go, and fin no more. One 
particular Sin, indeed, we read of 
unpardonable, which is, that of 
Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
Perily I ſay unto you, All Sins 


* be forgiven unto the Sons of 
Men, 
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Men, and Blaſphemies wherewith ſo- SanMe 


ever they ſhall blaſpheme ; but be that 


ſhall blaſpheme againſt tbe » Holy 


Ghoſt hath never - Forgiveneſs, but 


it in danger of eternal Damnation; 


becauſe they ſaid, He bath an un- Mark m. 
clean Spir it by That 1s, becauſe, tho 28, 29,30, 


they ſaw, yet they attributed his 
Miracles to the Power of the De- 
vil. This we cannot now, in the 
ſtricteſt Senſe, be guilty of; ſo that, 
I believe, I may ſafely venture to 
affirm, that every Sin, if duly ac- 
knowledg'd, and atton'd for by a 
ſincere, and hearty Repentance, is 
properly term'd Yenial; and no 
Sin, I apprehend, is any otherwiſe 
Jenial than as Repentance makes 
it ſo. | 

Great, beyond Conception, is the 
Goodneſs of God to his finful 
Creatures ; ever ſtudious of their 
Welfare; ever mindful of their 
Happineſs. This Happineſs has been 
once forſeited: God was pleas d 
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1. 
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Pla. 


Rom. 
Vu, I * 


F 


David's Guilt, and 


to renew his Covenant, or Agree- 
ment with us; to forgive all our 
Sin, to heal all our Infirmities. 
There is therefore now no Condem- 
nation to them which are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, 
but after the Spirit. Nothing can 
nom make us unhappy, but an ob- 
ſtinate, wilful, ſettled Diſobedience. 
For, tho' we may not have been 
ſo good as we ovght to have been, 
and, I'm afraid, in every Particular, 
very few are, yet, many are the 


Inſtances in Scripture of God's rea- 


dineſs to forgive. The Prodigal 
Son, and the Thief upon the Croſs, 
are indiſputable Proofs of it. St 
Peter thrice denied our Lord; yet 
no ſooner returned with Signs of 
Sorrow, but was moſt graciouſly 
receiv'd ; wept bitterly indeed, but 
ſoon were his Tears wip'd away. 


If Ahab, tho' a remarkably bad 


Man; fo bad, as even to ell him- 
ſelf to work Wickedneſs in the Sight. 


the Efficacy of Repentance. 


of tbe Lord; and made worſe too 
by the Ars and Contrivances of 
a wicked Tezebe/; yet, if Ahab 


ſhall but humble himſelf, and ſhew 


the leaſt Signs of Contrition, it 
ſhall have ſuch an effect, that there 

| ſhall be a Reſpite ; the Puniſhment 
ſhall be ſuſpended ; and the Evil 
threatned ſhall not be executed in 
his Days, but in his Son's Days 
ſhall tbe Evil be brought upon 55 
Houſe. This was ry. Caſe under 


Tn 


_ 


1 


1 Kings 


xxi. 29. 


the Law; and in the Goſpel, which 


is a moſt noble Improvement of the 
Law, our Bleſſed Saviour expreſsly 
ſays of himſelf, we have his own 
divine Word for it, that He came 


not to call the Righteous, but Sin- Net. 


ix. 13. 


ners to Repentance. 

Let the Wicked then forſake bis 
Way, and the unrighteous Man his 
Thoughts, and let him return unto the 
Lord, and be will have Mercy upon 


him, and to our God, for he will 7 Ila. lv. 7, 


_—_ pardon, He will have Mercy 


upon 


q 
4 
\ 
- 
: 
. 
1 
14 


_ upon him; that is, He will not be 


David's Guilt, and + 


3 offended Mortals, who having 
nee received an Injury, or, —— 


only imagining ſo, are implacable, fo 
that no Submiſſion, no SatisfaRion, 


will content them; but God, upon 


your turning to Him, will turn to 
You ; He will not exerciſe the Se- 
verity of his Juſtice upon you, but 
will compaſſionate, and pity you; 
and if you are heartily forry for 


your Miſdoings, and — for the 


Future to be better, tho you have 


juſtly forfeited his Favour, and in- 


curr'd his Diſpleaſure, yet, upon 
your Repentance and Converſion, 
He will be merciful to you; not 


only forgiving, ſo far as not puniſh 


ing you, but receiving you too into 
his Grace and Favour ; being as 
fully reconcil'd to you,. as if you 
had never offended him at all. --- 
And as the main Scope and Tenor 
of our Saviour's Doctrine when on 
Earth, was Repentance to All, be- 
"I cauſe 
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cauſe All have need of it; fo, when SrRNI. 
he was dead, and riſen again, he YE 
ordered the ſame ſtill to be conti- 
nued in his Name. For, appear- 
ing to his Diſciples, after his Re- 
ſurrection, he ſaid to them, among 
other Things, that Repentance, and 
Remiffon of Sins, as the Effect of 
it, ſhould be preach'd among all, 
Wations, beginning at Ferufalem,xxiv. 47. 

And that they might have full 

Power to do it, He himſelf, im- 

mediately be fore his Aſcenſion, gave 

them that Power. And therefore, 

it muſt needs be our iſdom as 

well as Duty, to ftudy all the Arts 

and Means we can poſſibly find out 

to get our Sins pardon'd, and ſo, 
our Obligation to Miſery and Pu- 1 
niſhment diſannull'd. And it muſt 

be very neceſſary, highly proper, 

to conſult the Word of God, to 

know what he would have us do, 

in order to ſo great an End; For, 

as none can pardon our Sins, but 


He 


David Guilt, aud 
He againſt whom they are com- 


mitted; ſo none but He can tell 


us upon what Terms he will par- 
don them. And if we apply our- 
ſelves to the ſacred Writings, there 
we ſhall underſtand what the Will 
of the Lord is; and ſhall find, 
that the proper Requiſites are, Re- 
pentance, whereby we are to forſake 
Sin, utterly to renounce it; and 
Faith, whereby we are fledfaſily to 
believe the Promiſes of God; which, 
upon the Terms there laid down, 
abundantly aſſure us of a Reconci- 
liation,.-—Without producing a num- 
ber of Texts, (and a very great 
number night be produc'd,) 1 ſhall 
obſerve to you, that the true State 
of the Caſe is this. The Soul that 
fenneth, it ſhall die. The Son ſhall 
not bear the Iniquity of the Fa- 
ther, , neither. ſhall the Father bear 
the Iniquity of the Son. The Righ- 
teouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall be 
upon him, and the Wickedneſs 7 

The 
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rde Wicked ſhall be upon him.” But 
F the Wicked will turn from bis: 
Sint that be bas committed, and 
keep all my Statutes, and do that 
which is lauſul and right, he ſhall 
furely live, he ſball not die. All 
bis Tranſgreſfſions that he hath com- 
mitted," they ſpall not be mention d 
unto him; in his Righteouſneſs that 
he has done, he ſhall live. Have 
IJ any Pleaſure at all that the Wick- 
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nnd 


ed ſhould die, ſaith the Lord God, kack. 
and not that be ſhould gather turm asg 


from hit Ways, and live ? Cer- 
tainly, a 8 1 merciful way of 
Proceeding this! An Act of In- 
demnity, only for - acknowledging 
that we have offended, provided, 
we oftend no more. Cheap Re- 
compence.! Here twould not be 
receiv d. But, after all, be not de- 
ceiu d, God is not, and will not be 
mocled; for, whatſoever a Man 
ſweth; that - ſball he. alſo reap : 

He that ſowerß to the Fleſh,» ſhall 


21, 22, 23. 


TIM1 ny A L of 


. David's Guilt, ard x. 


* Fleſh reap. St but 

be that. ſoweth: to tbe Spirit, fhalt 

w_ the Spirit reap Life everlaſting. 

As we knou/ our Lord's Will, hap+ 

py are we if we do it; but if not, 

we ſhall receive a greater Condem- 

nation. Except we repent, we ſhall 

undoubtedly — a Place will 

be — us in the nnn 
Hell. 

Let us eie (the only way 

o prevent. this dreadful Evil, ) ſe- 

g rioufly conſider with whom we have 

— Let this Conſideration en- 

1 gage us punctually to perform our 

1 Duty'i in every particular Branch of 

| it, Let us but prove ourſelves 

| God, and confequently we -muſt 

| be Happy; for the Angels them- 

ll ſelves are happier, becauſe they are 

ti better: Tho we have but a bare 


Subfiſtence here, let us be 
well ſatisfied, for Godl7ne/s is great 


| perfectly 
| Rr 


6— MS 


nor 
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nor others, who profeſs to believe SRI. 
him, in Works to 3 him: Let YE 
will we, like a Lot, or a Joſhua, rue 
ſtedfaſtly adhere to our Reſolution; 
we'll — the Infection from our 
own Houle ; we will not think Vir- 
tue leſs venerable becauſe deſpis d, 
nor Vice leſs ſinful of deſtrudive, 
becauſe of its numerous Votaries : 

No; in thy Fear will we wor fh1Þ Pal v. 74 
toward the. holy Temple. 

What a Satisfaction muſt it have 
been to an eminently diſtinguiſh'd 
Prelate * of our Church, to have 
heard, upon his Death. Bech what 

was then aid of him by one of the 
Chief of his Order; ; There goes 
« one of. the greatefs, and one of 
« the beſt Men, that ever England 
bre. Let us but deſerve a 
good Character, and then, though 
haps not here, (for that is — 
certain, ) yet he#after we ſhall en- 


5 Say enjoy the Reward of it. 
7 n 


* _ Beveriage, 
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| Pal. 


cxxxix. 


23, 24. 


David: 5 Guilt; Ge 5 
Men may not give us our r Due,” bur 


> God i Gulibly will. 


"To conclude: © es 

Let us come boldly unto the 
Throne of Grace, dun and ear- 
neſtly implore the divine Aſſiſtance; 
and beg of God, in the Words of 
the Royal and truly penitent Pfal- 
miſt, ro try us, and ſeek the ground 


—9 N our Hearts; to prove and er 


nine our Thoug bee ; 0 look well if 
there be any way of e in 

us; and to lead us in the May 
everla Ming. Let us beſeech him to 
grant 2 true Repentance and” his 
holy Spirit, that thoſe Things may 
Frome Wo hieb we do at this 
preſent, and have” been doing; and 


_ that the reſt of our Life hereafter 


may be pure and holy; ſo that at 
the laſt we may come to his eternal 


N, thro Teſus Chrift our Lord. 


1 Tim. 


1. 17. 


Amen. 10 Tx. 60 
Now unto the King eternal, im- 


nor tal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, 


be Honour and Glory for ever and 


ever, Amen. 
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SERMON. VII. 
A CraniTy- SERMON, recom- 
mending the religious Edi ucation 
of Youth. 


eee eee eee, 
3 Mu Tr. XVIII. 14. 
Tt is not the Will of your Father 


% 
bl 


— 


which is in Heaven, that one of 


I” little Ones ſhould periſh. 


F this be true, and true it muſt 
certainly be, for theſe are the 
W ords of our Bleſſed Saviour him- 
ſelf, if it be true, that it is not the 
Will of our Father which is in 
Heaven, that one of thoſe little 
Ones ſhould periſh; if, on the con- 


SERNM. 
VII. 
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trary, we are ſtrictiy oblig d to do 


L 3 
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_— all in our Power. to prevent it; if 
cd has requir'd this at our Hands, 
it becomes thereby an indiſpenſible 
Duty. And I can't help giving it 

as my Opinion, that all thoſe who 

il are very well able, but only not 
i willing to contribute to the good 
If Education of Children, are, in this 
reſpe& however, whatever they may 

be in others, bad Chriſtians, bad 

Subjects, and I believe will be found 

to be, bad Members of any Chriſ- 

tian Society. For, © the bare Pro- 

| « fefion and outward * Appear- 
|l © ance-of ſuch a Religion as the 
I: C Chriſtian is, if taught in any to- 
« lerable Purity, uuſt have ſome 
tte right Influence; and the Body 
«of a People cannot go the ut- 
« moſt Lengths in Wickedneſs, 
I „ whilſt that Apprarange ſubſipts. 
M « What 


ll * Archbiſhop of Canter bury's Sermon (when Biſhop 


- 


* ** 


of Oxford) before the Incorporated SocteTY for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts: Preach d 
in the Pan(h weak of St Mary le- Bow, 20th Fe» 
ll bruary, 1740-1 
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What Lengths they might go in SERM- 
« Time, if it were /oft, as we have II. 
« not. experienced, we are not apt © 
« to conſider. But a little Reflec- 
c tion on the Number and Strength 
* of human Paſſions, and the A- 
< bilities we have of finding means 
© to gratify em, ſhould give us a 
66 « high 3 Value of —.— has any 
peculiar Force to reſtrain em. 
5 ow, this is the Work of Reli- 
gion, which will civilize the Man, 
at the ſame time that it improves 
and adorm the Chriſtian. Tis 
Religion, I ſay, that muſt teach 
Men how to behave. themſelves ; 
for without it, I believe we all think 
there would be hardly any ſuch 
thing as living at all. If «ed? Re- 
ligion will make Men better Sub- 
jets than they would otherwiſe be, 
and a more valuable Part of 80oõ- 
ciety; if it will make em more 
friendly and obliging to one ano- 
ther, and happier in themſelves, 

L 4 ſurely, 
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De Excellency of 
ſurely, the ſooner they are ac- 
quainted with it the better. Now 
III undertake to make it appear, 
that it wi have this Effect; that 
is, that a right, religious Education, 


ſuch a one as it is now my par- 


ticular Buſineſs to recommend, and 


ſuch a one as 1 hope we ar all 
here met with a full Deſign to 


promote and encourage, I'll under- 
take to make it appear, that ſuch 


'an Education will moſt probably 
make thoſe who have the great 


Advantage of it, much more uſe- 


ful to the World than they would 
otherwiſe be, and happier in them- 


ſelves. And if I do make it ap- 
pear, then I doubt not but you'll 
agree with me, that we ſhould by 


no means deſpiſe one of theſe little 


Ones, but, fo far from it, contri- 


buteour ln Endeavours to make 


em uſeful here, and happy. here- 


after. 


0 And 


the Oy Schools. 


in fb; A due and proper , 
Senſe © Religion, will, in all Pro 
bability, make theſe Children better, 
and more uſeful Members of So- 
ciety, than they would be wirbour 
It. 

' Reaſon and Religion ſhould Both 
be cultivated and improved to the 
utmoſt ; and Youth is the proper 
Seaſon for Inſtruction. Tis a pret- 
ty * Obſervation *, and beautifully 
6 expreſt, that other Creatures ar- 
& rive, without their own Care, at 
the ſmall Perfection they are ca- 
“ pable of, and there ſtop; but 
the whole. of Man's Exiſtence 
«that appears, is a State of Diſ- 
« cipline and Progreſſion. Youth 
is his Preparation for maturer 
6. Years: this whole Life for an- 


c“ other 


*'s Archbiſhop of Canterbury's Sermon (when Rec- 
tor of 8t James's Wiltminfier,) before the Univerlity 
of Oxford, at St Mary's, on Act Sunday is in the Af- 
ternoon, Juh 8, 1733. | 
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« other to come. " Nabure gives the 


I. « Abilities to improve, but the ac- 


4 tual Improvement we are to have 
cc the Pleaſure and the Merit of 
« giving ourſelves, and one an- 


< other. Some Minds indeed, as 


wed 


Fruit, wil be overrun, if 


© ſome Botk, may be fruitful irh 


c gut Cultivation; others, barren 


7 with it; but the general Neceſ- 


„ ſity is che ſame in both Caſes; 


and in both, the richeſt, — 


©, moſt capable of producing good 
neg- 


c lected, with the rankeſt and worſt 


2 Weeds” . Whatever may have 
been ſuggeſted to the contrary, tis 
very neceſſary that young People 
ſhould /r out right, and be pre- 


judicd in favour of Religion. --- 


Naturally, he Thoughts of the Heart 


Gen. vi. 5, Are only evil continually. But, Rea- 


Jon, duly improved, and Religion, 


properly practis d, will bring Good 

out of Evil, and keep them within 

due Bounds, who without the 1. 
0 


of Conſcience and Duty, might ad- Sn 
mit of no Reſtraint. Human Laws, /! 
tho in themſelves. ever ſo good, 
and ever ſo well executed, yet, with- 
out the Sanction. of divine ones, 
might perhaps be very little regard- 
ed by the Lawleſs and Diſobedient. 
I dare ſay, the Dread of an ęter- 
nal Death has made many gaoa, 
on whom the Fear of an almoſt 
certain temporal one would have 
had very little Effect. And I can 
eaſily gueſs at the Conſequence, if 
once Men can be brought to think, 
that for any Crime they can com- 
mit here, they ſhall be puniſhed 
only. here. Religion then will in 
a great meaſure prevent Extreams. 
— It will likewiſe: be a Curb up- 
on the Paſſions, and give a Check 
to /eſs Extravagancies. Inſtead of 
being diſſolute and idle, looſe and 
diforderly, picking and ſtealing, they, 
who are under the Direction of that 
Light, will know that they are 

N oblig d 
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SxrM. oblig d by it (for it is one of the 
2 firſt Things taught em) 707 to co- 


2 Thefl 


iii. 10. 


ver or defire other Mens Goods, but 
zo learn and labour truly and ho- 
neftly to get their own Living, and 
zo do their Duty in that late of 
Life to which it has pleaſed God 
to call em; and that if they will 
not work, neither muſt they eat. 
Religion will tell 'em ie It will 
teach 'em too, a dutiful Submiſſion 
to their Superiors; a decent, re- 


ſpectful Behaviour to their Equals, 


and, if they have any, an affable, 
courteous Carriage to their Inferiors. 
It will engage em in the firſt Place, 
to fear God; in the next, to Hon- 
our an obey” the King, and all 
that are put in Authority under 
bim. — Now theſe are great Ad- 
yantages to ſet out with in Life; 
and may be ſerviceable thro every 
Part of it. And tho' we are far 
from ſaying that all make a right 
Pf of em, is well known that . 
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2 do; and ſome, indeed, from tlieſe _ 

low Beginnings, have very ' greatly, N A 
. diſtingmſhed themſelves. On the 
contrary, there are, no doubt of it, 
out of ſo great a Number, ſome 
that have been educated in this 
way, and have afterwards turned 
out very bad. And is there a School 
in England, notwithſtanding, in ma- 
ny Inſtances, the very great Expence 
attending it, where the Caſe is not 
the ſame? The main Point to be 
confider'd, is, what the Inſtitution is 
in itſelf; whether the Deſign be 
truly laudable, and whether the Aa- 
vantages ariſing from it, will not 
bear a much more than equal Pro- 
portion to any Inconveniencies that 
can attend it. And if, upon the 
like; it be determined (as I think 
it neceſſarily muſt,) in favour of 
the former, a few Objections ſhould 
have no weight at all. But a Cha- 
rity of this kind ſeems to me almoſt 
unexceptionable. Children are in- 
troduced 
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troduced to theſe Schools very young; 
at a Time when they'll take almoſt 


Principles: 


e to have always a Conſei- 
of ' Offence towards Go 
and towards Man. Poſſibly, as we 


have juſt obſerv'd,/ the Seed fown 


Matt. 


vill, 23, 


may meet | with a bad Soil; and 
in that Caſe it may either "AY or, 
(which is much worſe) bring forth 
Weeds fit only for the Fire; that 
is, it may either have no Effect at 
all, or a bad one. But it may 
likewiſe fall upon good Grownd, and 
then bring forth Fruit, in ſome 
thirty fold, ſome ſixty, and ſome 
an hundred; di degrees of 
Improvement, according to the dif- 
ferent Capacities and Inclinations of 
the Perſons inſtructed, 


Now, as I apprehend, the Queſ- 


tion in debate will pretty much 


turn 


tbe Charity School. 


tutn/ upon this, vis. Which are S2xM- 


they ſhould do, thoſe, who at the 
beſt have a very mean, imperfect 
Notion (and perhaps none at all) 
of the Being of a God, and an 
eternal future State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, in which they ſhall 
receive an eternal Allotment, ac- 
cording to what they have done, 
be it good or bad; or thoſe, who 
have been early educated in a firm 
Perſiva ſionof theſe important Truths, 
and from their very Infancy have 
been taught the abſolute Neceſſity 
of a conſcientious Obſervance of 
em? Have we any Reaſon to 
think that they, ' who have no re- 


molt likely to behave themſelves as, . 


gard to the firf and great Com- Mat wii. 
mandment, ſhould look upon p he” 39 


ſecond, which is like unto it, as 
more obligatory ? or is it likely, that 
they ſhould be good Neighbours, 
who don't ſo much as know what 
their Duty to their Neighbour is? 


In 


hin: 
II. 
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In ſhort, upon all Accounts Reli- 

gion ſhould be encourag d; as per- 
fective of human Nature; produ- 
tive of Happineſs preſent and fu- 


ture; a true Friend to Government 


in general, and to every Member of 


Gen. 


it in particular. And I'll produce 
you two Inſtances which may ſerve 
not only to illuſtrate, but to Em: 
the Point now before us. 
What think ye? Could any ching 
but Religion have kept Fo/eph with- 
in proper Bounds, and prevented a 
Gnfal Compliance with the Inclina- 
tions of his forward Miſtreſs? He does 
not think, (at leaſt we don't find 
he does) of any bad Conſequence 


that may happen. to him with re- 


gard to Potiphar, who, by the By, 
was no leſs a Perſon than won 
raoh's Counſellor, and a Ca | 
of the Guard too; or, that Could 
there be a Diſcovery, it might 
ruin his Intereſt at Court; he does 
not think of that; (which, in all 

Proba- 


hi Charity Feboots. 
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Probability, would be one of the Stud: 
fr} Things thought of not; the VII. 


only Reflection is, after, as we may 
well ſuppoſe, having laid his Hand 


td his Heatt, How tan I do This 


great Wickedneſt, and fin againſf 
God! How can I be guilty of Dif? 
obedience to 'That God, who has ſo 
ſignally preſerved me, or of Ingra- 
titude to That Maſter who has taken 
ſo much Notice of me! To His 
Religion then we muſt aſcribe His 


Innocence ; without the former, we 


have great Reaſon to think there 
would have been very little of tlie 
en Os 
When Abraham came and dwelt 
at Gerar, tis obvious to remark 
that He had a very difficult Part to 
act there. The Caſe was this; The 
People of tlie Place, you muſt know); 
were Heathens; and conſequently; 
thought Fornication no Crime at 


all; but at the ſame Time look'd _ 


upon Adultery to be a Sin of a vety 
| M heinous 
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Senn. heinous and aggravating Nature. 
| VII „But as great and as heinous a Sin 
| as. they took it to be, Abraham 
a5 by no means think himſelf 
I thought, ſurely the 
5 76 is not 4 2% Place, 
and they will flay me for my Wife's + 
Sake. 1 dare ſay you plainly per- 
ceive, upon the bare mention of the 
Thing, that the only Reaſon why 
He didn't think Himſelf ſafe, was, 
Becauſe the Fear of God was not in 
the Place. What will They ſtick at 
who live without God in 16 World. 
Let This put the finiſhing Stroke 
to our Firſt General; proce we 
to the 
Second, That a Lee 
Senſe of Religion, will, in all P 
bability, not only make Theſe Chil- 
dren better, conſider'd as Members 
of Society, but likewiſe happier in 
Themſelves, both here and hereafter. 
And firſt, as to their Well-being 
in this World, | 
There 
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Dere it mo Peace, ſaith my God, SRU. 
10 the Wicked. They are like the II. 
youbled Sea when it cannot reſt ; ſo lf Wi 
far then as you prevent their being 
Wicked, ſo far you'll prevent their 
being miſerable even Here. There 
is nothing like an even, ſteady Courſe 
of right Conduct from the Firſt, It 
will make That ealy, which, begun 
fate in Life may be attended with 
great Difficulties. It is truly faid 
of Wiſdom, which, in the Place to 
which I refer, is but another Word 
for Religion, that Her Mays are prov. ii, 
Ways of Pleaſanineſs, and all ber 
Paths are Peace. To be Good 
then is to be Happy. Now Hap» 
pineſs is the End of human Actions, 
and one way or other, every. one 
is, or however thinks he is, in pur- 
ſuit of it. But for the Attainment 
of true and folid Happineſs, there 
is one, and only one Thing needful ; 
there is one, and only one Road 
that Jeads to it; tis attainable only 

M 2 by 


20, 21, 


164 The Excellency of 
'SERM. by a Performance of our Duty, and 
4 — ariſes from a' conſcientious Approba- 
tion of our own Conduct. In other 
Things there may be the Appear- 
ances of it, but whereever the $ha- 
dow may be, here, and here only, is 
the Subſtance. Nature is conſulted, 
and Fortune careſs d, to make us 
Happy. Antiquity is call'd in to 
our Aſſiſtance, and the ſeveral Plans 
of Philoſophy preſented to our View. 
The moſt hazardous Voyages are 
undertaken in queſt of this valuable 
Treaſure; and the Products of re- 
moteſt Countries imported to com- 
pleat our Felicity. But, come to 
Eccleſ-xii. & Concluſion of the whole Matter, 
and 10 fear God, and to keep his 
Commandments will be found to be 
the whole Duty of Man ; the whole 
of his Duty, and, by a direct Con- 
ſequence, the whats of his W 
neſs. 
PC . Come then ye Children, and jerks 
it. wnto me, I will teach You the Fear 


T 
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of the Lord; I will inform you and Suna. 


VII. 


teach you in the Way wherein ye 7 
ball go, and point out to you true, Pſal.xxxii. 


and laſting Happineſs ; ſuch Hap- 
pineſs as This World cannot give; 
and ſuch as it cannot take away. 


In the firſt Place then, have always . 
upon your Minds a grateful Senſe 


of the Obligations you are under to 
your generous Benefactors; to Thoſe 
who provide for your Education; ; 


Eſfteem Them very highly in Love for : 5 


their Work's Sale, and look upon em 
(under God) as the beſt Friends 
you have in the World. Then, 
pay a dutiful Regard, and obſerve 


a ſubmiſſive Behaviour to Thoſe by 


whom you are inſtructed ; and be- 
heve em when They tell you, (for 


tis very true) that the Happineſs of 


your Lives will entirely depend up- 
on the ' Goodneſs of em. Let the 


Tenets of Religion, in every Branch 


of it, make a laſting Impreſſion, and 


don't be Hearers only, but Doers James ba 


I M 3 of © 
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Serv. of rhe Word. Conſider the End of 
Te your Creation; and what you were 
ſent into the World for 3 Love rhe 
Lord your God with all your Heart; 
with 2% your Mind; with all your- 
Soul ; — with all your Strength; 
and as you advance in Life, and come 
do be engaged in it, lay it down a8 
a fundamental Pri an invio- 
lable Rule, 20 do unto all Men as 


you would They fhould do unto you. 
ee Things be in you and abound, 
they will make you that ye ſhall 
neinber be barren nor unfruitful in 
the Knowledge of au. Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, I will not ſay, that in a 
wicked World, ſo wicked a World 
as This is, they will infallibly make 
ou Great, but they'll make you 
which is far better; nds 

it may not be in ytur Power to 
command Succeſs, you'll do more, 

ou deferve it. But in general 

in. Godlineſs har che Promiſe of the Life 
n bur how it as wet or of . 
{6 


Js to come; and the Husbandman SERM.- 
that laboureth muſt be firſ# Partaker Ys... 


of ' the Fruits. Who is he that will; 


11. 


harm you, if ye be Followers of that » fer. ii. 


which is Good? © A general 
« Eſteem is itſelf a real Protection. 
“% The Injuries offered to a good 
© Man will be reſented with an uni- 
e verſal Deteſtation, and every Man's 
« Hand will be armed againſt him 
„ who inflicts em. The Villain 
« himſelf feels a ſecret Impreſſion 
„ of Awe, when he approaches ſo 
« venerable a Character; he cannot 
& injure him without ſome Remorſe, 
ee and his Hand ſtrikes with Reluc- 
« tance.” But, and if it ſhould 
happen otherwiſe; if notwithſtand- 
ing all your Care and Innocence, the 
Malice -and Wickedneſs of Men 
ſhould return Evil for Good, and 
perſecute you for doing your Duty, 
you may then take to yourſelves 
this great Satisfaction, this comfort- 
5 M4 able 


Dr Roger:'s Sermon, 1 Pet. iii. 13. 


x68 De Excellency of 
Banu. able Reflection, that you ſuffer in a 
good Cauſe, and are entitled by the 
Promiſes of the Goſpel to a diſtin- 
guiſh'd Meaſure of Reward in a fu- 
ture State. Then ſhall ye receive 
the Reward of your Deeds, and 
be happy, inconceivably - fo, in a 
glorious Immortality. Then ſhall 
ye hear the joyful Sentence, Come, 
ue. bleſſed Children of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the Faundation of the 
World | le 

As ſor the Encouragers of: this 

— who are zealous and h 
in the Cauſe of Religion, who de- 
Plal. cui. ſend the Children of the Poor, and 
©. have ſincerely at Heart their Intereſt 
both Temporal and Eternal, the 
Lord Almighty proſper you, I wiſh 
pt exxix. 3e good Luck in the Name of tha 
F Lord, I needn't aſſure you, I hope 
you know it yourſelves, that you 
cannot lay out your Money to great- 
er Advantage; neither can ye pay 
A greater 
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a greater Regard to Him, who has SER. 
ſhewed the greateſt for ou. Ina VII * 
nuch as ye have done it unto one of Ms Wan. 
the leaft of theſe my Brethren, je 

have done it unto me, are his own 
expreſs Words. And in another 
Place, I hoſoever ſpall receive one nul is 
of ſuch Children in my Name, re- 
ceiveth me; But our bleſſed Saviour 
frequently took particular Notice of 
Children, and when his Diſciples 
rebuked thoſe that brought them, He 

was much difpleaſed, and inſtead of 
applauding, reprimands their offi- 
cious Zeal, and that too, with a 

kind of Warmth, (a thing very un- 
uſual with him) Suffer the little,, . _ 
Children to come unto me, and forbid l. 
them not, for of ſuch is he Kingdom 
of God ; then, by his outward Ge. 
#ure and Deed, He declared his Good- 
will toward them, for He embraced 
them in his Arms, laid his Hands 
upon them, and bleſſed them. Now, 
ler the ſame Mind be in you which ku. u. 


was 


ove 
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2 in Chrift Jeſus; let the Good - 
L nature of the Maſter recommend 
it to the Servant, and let us en- 
deavour to' imitate Him, who has 


leſt us an Example purpoſely that 
we ſhould — his Steps. And 


= obſerye, that if to fave Life 


even bers, be a Satisfaction almoſt | 


inexpreſſible, Words can hardly reach 
it, what muſt that be, to fave a 
Soul from the bitter Pains of eter- 
nal Death 2 ? and if, as we 
are well aſſured, there is Foy in the 
Preſence of the Angels of God over 


Luke xv, 0718 Sinner that repenteth, or ane Soul 


Javed from Death, more than over 


ninety and nine juſt Perſons that 
comparatively need no Repentance, 
much may They expect, and great 
ſhall be Their 1 Reward in Heaven, 
who ſhall contribute their Endea+ 
vours, in proportion to their Abi- 
lities, towards the ſaving if it were 
only One of Thoſe Le Ones. 

Eartk 
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Earth muſt approve the Deed, and SRI. 
Heaven will reward it. 2 
Yes, Heaven wi reward it; ; and 
we haye great Reaſon to think that 
in the next World Charity will be 
much more conſidered than any 
other Virtue whatever. We have 
Reaſon to believe, that it will be the. 
main Point upon which we ſhall be 
examin'd ; and that our A 
as to Neglects in other Points of our 
Duty will depend very much (tho 
by no means altogether, take Care 
of That) upon our being able to 
give a good Account of ourſelves in 
This. And I dare {ay you remem- 
ber, that St Paul, in one Verſe men- 
tions Faith, Hape, Charity,  7he/e. 
Three, and in the {ame aſſures us, 
that the greateft of Theſe is Charity. 
And in that ver y Chapter be tells, cor. . 
us, that #bough he ſhould give his 
Bod 10 be burnt, that is, as the 
Words are generally underſtaod, 
. he ſhould die in the Cole 
an 
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= and for the Sake of Chriſt, yet, if 
he hadn't Charity, it would profit 
him nothing. In ſhort, ſo many 
are the Encovragenictits given to 
Wa the Practice of this Virtue, that the 
_ Time would fail me even to men- 
1 tion them. In almoſt every Page of 
the ſacred Oracles of God we are 
reminded of the Tenure by which 
we hold the Bleſſings of his Provi- 
dence, and our Obligation chear- 
fully to reſign them to every De- 
mand of Charity. Your own Re- 
collection will obſerve to you how 
frequently it is commanded; and 
your Piety, I am much inclin'd to 
think, will not ſuffer you to forget, 
with what Warmth and Earneſt- 
neſs it is there recommended. In 
' . one Place, He that hath Pity u 
Prov. xix the Poor is ſaid to lend to the Lord, 
(and what an Honour is that?) Be- 
ſides, /ook, what he layeth out it ſpall 
be paid Bins again. In another, 


Deut, x7 * this Thing the Lord 2 Go 
ſhall 


N 
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Gall Bleſs Thee in all thy Works and Suu. 
in all that Mou putteſt thine Hand VET * 
umo. In a third, Cod ir not un- Hcb. i. 
righteous, that he will forget your e. 
Work and Labour which proccedeth 
of Love; and in a fourth, Scarcely 
for à righteous Man would one die, kon. . 
yet peradventure for a good Man 

would even dare to die. In 
which Text we may obſerve, that 
by a rigbieous Man, is meant a 
ſtrictly juſt, honeſt Man; but by the 
good Man we are to underſtand, the 
Generous, the Good-natured; the 
Charitable, the Benevolent one. 
As we have therefore Opportunity 
let us do Good unto all Men, and Cali. 
eſpecially unto Thoſe who' are of the 
po ray of Faith; ſuch as theſe. 
Children are, Sons and Daughters 


of the Lord Almighty ; Servants uns. 
der one common Maſter : Fellow- | 
heirs,” and of the ſame Body; and xpi.ii.6. 
Partakers of the ſame Promiſe in + 


Chriſt by the Goſpel, 


Don't 
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Perſons as . Ability 


Beke xii. 
19. 


in the Order for The Fiftavion of 


ſome Merit in it, but the latter we 


The Excellenty of 
Don t let me forget one Thing; 
IV: which is this z-—-If you'll conſult 
pour Prayer Book, you 4 find, that 


the Sich, the Miniſter is _ 
charged earneſtly to move ſuch ſick 
to be libe- 
ral to the Poor. Now if we have 
Reaſon to think (which we certain 
ly have) that what we give, even at 

a Time when we can ſcarce proper- 
ly be ſaid to give, will yet be ac- 

cepted, how much greater Reaſon 
have we to think ek what we give 

amn will be accepted ? M, when 
we can enjoy it ourſelves; take our 

Eaſe, Eat, Drink, and be merry? 
The former we believe may have 


are ſure will not loſe its Reward 
even here. For only conſider; 
When a Man can look back upon 
his paſt Life, and upon a fair Sur- 
vey ab Comfort reflect, that there 

are _ Inſtances of his _— 
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in this World, who will appear as Stnr. 
ſo many Advocates for him in the VI. . 
next; when ſuch a Man comes to 
die, — the Sorrows f | Death pad. wia. 
. — 55 him, when the King of Ter-+ 
rors ſtares him in the Face, and the 
Time of his Diſſolution draweth 
near, this one Reflection well- 
grounded, will be a much greater 
Satisfaction to him, and do him in- 
finitely more Good, than all the 

Things in the World beſides. It 
will — him when be lieth eck Pſal. . 
pon his Bed, and make all his Bed 
in his Sickneſe; It will ſpeak Peace 
to his Soul, and perhaps give Eaſe 
to his Body, when nothing elſe can. 
And if ſo, then I think - above 
Reflections muſt neceſſarily carry 
along with em the Conviction of 
this Truth, (which I'll beg Leave 
once more to remind you of, and 
conclude) that they that are Rich laue wi. 
in this World cannot be ſo to better **: 
purpole than by being Rich towards 

God, 
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SERM. God, by laying up for themſelves 
VE Treaſures in Heaven, and purchaſ- 

ihg a Crown which never will fade; 

and a Glory which will not decay: 

And if even the poor Widow's two 
Mites, which made but a Farthing, 

- (but that indeed was much more 
then than it is ow). were ſo well 
accepted that our Lord declared. 

| Mark xii foe had caſt in more than they all; 
45 this muſt be matter of great En- 
couragement to them who have but 

little; gladly to give of that little, 
for /o will they certainly gather to 
themſelves a good Reward in the 
Tob. iv. Day of Veceſſity. Then ſhall they 

» 9: | | 

ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Fir- 
mament, and for having contributed 

their Endeavours to turn many unto 

Dan. xi, Righteouſneſs as the Stars for ever 
of and ever. The Bread which they 


Eccel. have caſt upon the Waters ſhall be 


1. 


found after many Days, and in the 
Prophet's Phraſe hat which was at 
Ira, xxxi. firſt a Wilderneſs ſhall become a 


of fruitful 


Prieſt Field: — * have E 4 


wen Light o them that Dinge VT 


otherwiſe have ſat in Dar bneſe, and — 


been loſt in Obſeurity, Their Light 
alſo, when it ſhall ſtand em in the 
greateſt Stead, ſhall ſhine before 
Men and Angels; ; and their Father 
which is in Heaven ſhall not only 
ſee, but reward their good Works, 


and for ever make 'em glad with the Pal. xi. 


Jo of his Countenance. 


I doubt not but you will conſi- 
der what you have heard, and both 
for God's Sake and your own do 
ſomething for Him who has done 
ſo much for you. 


And may the God of Peace who 
brought again from the Dead our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that great Shep- 
herd of the Sheep, through the Blood 
of, zbe Euerlaſting 8 make 
* per fett in every good Work in 

N 
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SzxM. do bis Witt, working us mg that 
Siohs, 


VII. which is 
9 7% Chr . — 
Glory for ever and ever, Amen. 


SERMON 


SERMON VIL 


The Certainty of Death, and the abſo- 


lute Neceſſity of a proper Prepara- 
tion for it. 


Knowing the Frailty of our Lives, and the Certainty 
of our Diſſolution, let us by Repentance and 
Holineſs fo prepare ourſelves for Death, as to make 
it only a happy Tranſition from a temporal to an 
eternal Life, and an Inlet into endleſs Bliſs and 
* OY 

Spinckts's Devot. Saturday Evening, the Decad. 
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1 4 that thou wilt bring me 10 
Death, and to the We ee 


fer all Living\\ 


M4 IV that is 1 Hon a {Pann SERM 


has but a ſhort Time. to live, 


and is full of Mi iſery ; be cometh, ht 


up and is cut down like a Flower, 
ha fleeth as it were a Shadow, and 
never continueth in one lay; and if 
ſo, happy for him, if he is but up- 
on his Guard, and takes Care to 
behave himſelf as he ſhou'd do, that 
when a few Years are come, he ſhall 
go the Way whence he ſhall not re- 
turn. The Words juſt now read 
to you very naturally offer ſome 
ſerious Thoughts and Reflections 
upon the Certainty of Death. A 

N 3 Subject, 
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182 Prepare to meet thy God. 
Sex. Subject, which by frequent Reflec- 
. tion we ould make Ela to us; 
Job xiv. Al the Days of our appointed Time 
* ſhould we wait till our Change come. 
For God will certainly bring us to 
Death, and to the Houſe appointed 

for all Living. But as all arc agreed 

in this, that as from Duſt they came, 

ſo unto Duſt ſhall they return; as 

no cnc wants to be convinced of it, 

Pal. xci. 4 and falling befide us, and 
"7 ore 6.4 right Hand, I 
would for this Reaſon rather chooſe 
to wave it, and taking it for grant-" 
ed, would obſerve another Method, 
A 


Fir, That the only way to die 
as we world do, is to live as we 
ſhould do. The Effect which ſuch 
a Conviction ſhould have upon us 
ſhould be this, It ſhould make us 
live every Day, as if we every Day 
expected to dre. K | 


Prepare to meet thy. Gad. 
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And firſt, The only way to die Sz.) 


as we would do, as, when the Time 
comes, notwithſtanding our preſent 


ſeeming Indifference, we ſhall all 


be glad to do, is to live as we ought 
to do; the only way to make Death 
not terrible, is always to have in 
View the ſure and certain Hope of 
a Reſurrection to eternal Life. 

If Men could get to Heaven only by 
wiſhing to be there, they would not 


Choice. If the Life of the Wicked 
would but end in the Death of the 
Righteous, upon theſe Terms per- 
haps they might. think Salvation 


worth having. But, let em be aſ- 


ſur d, that as great as is the Diffe- 
rence between Life and Death, Light 
and Darknefs, bitter and ſweet, or 
any direct Contraries, full as great 
is the Difference, the immutable and 
eternal Difference, between Virtue 
and Vice, Good and Evil; and the 
Conſequences of the one, they may 

N 4 depend 


VIII. 


"= 2 


then, I preſume, make Hell their 
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Sex. depend upon it, will be che very 
VIII. „Reverſe of thoſe that attend the 

other. 1f thou deft well, ſpalt thou” 

Gen. iv. not be accepted ꝰ and 1 foi. daß 
2 not avell, Sin lieth at the) Door, are 
the very Morde that proceeded out 
te Mouth of God himſelf. 80 

t the Authority we go upon, is 

nothing either more or leſs, than 

tbe Word of that God, who, as he 
cannot deceive urg ſo neither 

will he be deceived himſelf. --- 'Tis 

very certain, that Man, 'as ſoon as 

ral lin. he was born, went aftray,' and ac- 
3. cording to the Articles of the: firſt 
. merited Death. But then, 

tis as certain, that as in Adam all 
. even /o in Chriſt may all be 
Had alive. And wecanneverſuf- 
ficiently admire the remarkable 
Contraſt between the firſt and the 
ſecond Adam; between the Da- 
mages ſuſtained by the one, and the 
Benefits derived from the other; as 
allo between the Demerit of the 

þ-1 former, 


Brijerk' un nue, thy Gul ig 
former, and the Merit of the latter. Sens, 


Aſter a Refuſal of proffered Hap- 
pineſs, Man is again taken into Fa- 
vour, and once more, Rectus in 
Curid. Then he's told how to pro- 
ceed; in what manner to behave; 
and wliat Method to obſerve; d 
according to his Behaviour here, ſo 
is His Reward or Puniſhment to be 
hereafter. - And nothing is expect- 
ed: from him but what he is ſuffi- 
ciently enabled to perform, nor any 
thing prohibited, but what it is his 
Intereſt as well as Duty to decline. 
He does not ſerve an auſtere Maſ- 


ter, but a God whoſe' Compaſſions Lam. ii. 


fail not, who is deſirous of the Good ** 
and Welfare of his Creatures, and 
not willing that any ſhould” periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to the 
Knowledge, in order to the Practice, 
of the Truth. But, though He 
wills Man to be happy, he will not 
force him to be ſo. The Rules he 
tins: laid down muſt be carefully 
obſerv'd, 


VL ed, Man muſt-abey. A Perform 
ance-of Duty ſhall indeed be enti- 
nung 2 Man ſball ſee the Lord; 
Gal. vi. 7. and whatſoever a Man joweth, that 
Hall be alſo reap ; and nothing can 
be plainer, than the many Texts in 
Scripture directly tending to this 
Point. Tis true indeed, when na- 
tutal Reaſon was the only Guide in 
Matters of Religion, then, Man had 
not ſo plain a Path to walk in, The 
Light of Nature was not ſtrong 
enough, It could not remove 
Doubts, it could not give Satisfac- 
tion, even to thoſe who had the beſt 
Heads, and the moſt honeſt Hearts; 
who were indefatigab 


le in their Pur- 


ſuit after Truth, and only deſir d to 
know the right Way, in order to 
walk in it. But now, that Life aud 
z Tim. i. Immortality, which was in vain 


10. 


ſought after in the Paths of natural 
Wiſdom, are brought to Lig ht _ : 
J Ze 
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the Gofpel ; the Words of eternal Nn. 


Life are there full and clear, and ., 
he may 
no Man can loſe his Way, but by *: 

7 not to find it. Do #higg Luke x. 
and thou ſhalt live; and on the 
other hand, I know you not: depart Lake xii. 
from, me all ye Workers of Tniquity ; 
are Words that can admit but of one 
Conſtruction ; and tis Madneſs as 

. well as Folly, to hope to be ſav d, 

and yet reſolve to be Wicked. For 

God has given no Man Licenſe to keclus. . 
Sin, nor will he ſuffer any to go 

un uniſh'd, who- ſhall dare to vio- 

law his moſt facred Laws. Strive 

(fays our bleſſed Lord) zo enter in at Luke xii. 
the firaight Gate. The Word here 
uſed, is, — which implies 

a great deal, and muſt certainly be 
underſtood to ſignify at leaſt as much 

as this; contend earneſtly; uſe your 
utmoſt Endeavours; and let nothing 

on Part be wanting, to enter 

in at the ſtraight Gate. It is called 


rum that reads them; and Habak l. 


[ 
' 
\ 
i 
| 
' 


188- 


. 7 
VII 


Prepure ro meet ry Cod. 
ſtraight, becauſe that Courſe of Life 
I. and Aion whicli'is to carry a Man 
to Heaven is ſtraight; that is, it is un- 
pleaſing to Fleſn and Blood, and by 
no means agreeable to Mens ſenfual 
Appetites; and it is likewiſe called 
marrow, which, in the Greek, is a 


fliifted; becauſe a Man in this Way 


muſt expect to meet with a good 
many Croſſes, Diſappointments, and 
Temptations; all of which as he is 
enabled, he is required to overcome; 
and even a favourite Sin, though it 
be but a little one, mus be parted 
with, and your Soul ſhall live. 

What ſhall we ſay then to thoſe, 
our Friends in the Church of Rome 
for Inſtance, who, u — Terms, are 
ready to allow Indulgencies to the 


Living, and Maſſes for the Dead. 


Mark vii. 
13. 


Undoubtedly they have their Reaſons 
for it, known to themſelves, and 
perhaps to others, as well as them- 
ſelves. But certainly they nale the 


Word of God of no Effect, — 
theſe 
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theſe Traditions; and ſeem idly to Senn: 
imagine, that the Kingdom of Hea- TIE 
ven, (as Simon Magus did, that the 

Gift of the holy Ghoſt) ay be pur- 35 vi 
chaſed with Money. © But it cannot 
be. The Soul that finneth, it ſball krex. 
die. The: Son ſhall not bear the In- 
quity of the Father, neither ſhall the 
Father bear the Iniquity of the Son; 
the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous 
ſhall be upon him, and the Wicked- 
refs of the Wicked ſhall be upon him. 
Every Man has Duty enough of his 
own to do, and Sins enow of his 
own to anſwer for, and no Man 
may preſume to deliver his Brother, 
or make Atonement unto God for Him. Pc. uur 
No, it coſt more to redeem their Souls, © * 
fo that be muſt let that alone for 
ever. In the Sight of God even zhe 
Angels themſelves are charged with job in 18. 
Folly. And in another Place, Be- 
hold, even to the Moon and it ſhineth Job . 
not, yea the Stars are not pure in 
his Sight, - How then can Man be 
: 222 


SERM. juſtified with God, or bow can be. 
i = that is born of a Woman? 
When we have done our utmoſt, 
and all that is commanded us, even 
then we are to ſubſcribe ourſelves 
 wnprofitable Servants ; and that we 
have done nothing more than what 
was ſtrictly our Duty to do. For, 
as the eleventh Article expreſſes it, 
we are accounted Ri 


be 
God, only for e 


and Saviour Feſus Ghrift by Faith ; 

and not for our own Works or De- 
ſervings. Tis by Grace we are /aved 

Erh ii. rough Faith; and that not of our- 
%9 ſelves, tis the Gift of Gad, not of 
Works, left any Man ſhould boaſt ; 

any Works whatever, and not only 

thoſe of the Ceremonial Law. - Not 
that Works are not , for 
they are abſolutely fo. But 
8 ing of this Text is, that even 
good Works themſelves are not me- 
ritorious of themſelves; tis entirely 
owing to the free Grace of God that 


We 
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tre are enabled to 
to his great Goodneſs that he will 


ſhort, we may as long as we 
will, but this will be found to be 
the Concluſion of the whole Matter: 
God Almighty has been graciouſly 
pleaſed to open the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven to all Believers, and they that 
will, may enter in. But if, though 
we have the Light, we will not be- 
lieve in the Light; if, though Light 
is come into the World, we love 
Darkneſs rather than Light; if, to 
plain, we are determined to 

be miſerable, why, miferable we 
muſt be. But ſtill, we cannot be 
ſo but by Choice; and before we 
can prefer Death to Life, and the 
Torments of Hell to the Joys of 
Heaven; before we can make- ſuch 
a monſtrous Choice ; though en- 
dued with Reaſon, we muſt entirely 
give it up, and preſumptuouſly act 
in a direct Defiance 22 "Tis 


here 


'em, and SzRrM. 


accept em when performed, In 
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Ser. here we are to determine; and the 
_ I. Seeds that are ſown here; will eil 
ther turn to Chaff, and be burnt 
with unquenchable Fire, or. elſe, 
(which is much to be wiſhed) 5e 
Matt, xii, gathered into the Barn, and bring 
3% forth Fruit unto eternal Life. To 
ſhew the great, the abſolute Neceſ- 
l ſity of taking proper Care in this 
| Caſe, and in Time to provide for 
Eternity, is the Buſineſs of « our * 
cond A IE 


14 thought of ſoeh a thing 6d 

more than of my dying Day, is a 

very weak, though a very common 

Expreſſion. This, though perhaps 

ſeldom in our Thoughts, ought how- 

ever never to be ot of em. If we 

Pc. boo conſider how ſhort our Time is, and 
46. 

what is to be done in 2his Life, to 

make ſure of a better, we ſhall ſoon 

be convinced, that we have no Time 

to loſe, but that every Mometit' is 

to be — to the greateſt Ad- 

vantage. 
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vantage. Conſider too what a num 
ber of Enemies always upon the 
Watch. Paſſions within, turbulent 
and headſtrong; Temptations with- 
out, many and great; and with the 
utmoſt Caution, and all the Virtue 
we can boaſt, tis difficult, very dif- 
ficult, I believe; ſo far to command 
the one, as always to prevent their 
being overeome by the other. Tho' 
in the main we are ever fo careful; 
yet, if we happen to ſleep, that is; 
if we are ever ſo little off our Guard, 
this Opportunity the Enemy takes 10 
 fow Tares ;- and indeed, every Op- 

portunity of: every kind, he gladly 
embraces, and generally makes the 
moſt of.---A very great Streſs ſhould 
be laid upon This. --- It our Enetny 
is ſo induſtrious, fo indefatigable to 
tuin us, as we know it, ſurely we 
ſhould exert ourſelves in — 
and as we are able, reſolve to baf- 
fle him. It may perhaps, in ſome 


2 be a difficult Task, but it 
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VIII. 
— 


Matt. 
xiii. 293 


Q | muſt 
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SERM, muſt be done; and the ſooner we 


- begin, the ſooner we ſhall end; and 
the more violent his Attack, the 
greater will our Conqueſt be. A 
great deal depends u pon a well- 
_ weighed Reſolution, and tis a great 
Point gained to ſet out right, For 
let it be obſerv'd, that in the Chriſ- 
tian Life there's no ſuch thing as 
ſtanding ſtill. Not to get forward, 
is to go backward; and to neglect 
the Means, is to forget the End. 
It may be true, perhaps, that tis 
never too late to mend; and 'tis 
equally true, that to defer our Duty 
is dangerous, as well as totally to 
neglect it, fatal. The uncertainty 
of Life, and the many unforeſeen, 
unavoidable Accidents that happen, 
ſhould always remind us of the 
Certainty of Death; and if tis 
appointed for all Men once to die, 
and after Death the udgment; 
tis impoſſible to take too much 
Care of That Part, which, either 
A in 
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in Happineſs or Miſery, is to live SzzM, 

for ever. And who can tell what X. 
a Day may bring forth, or what ro 
Pall be to-morrow © That we ſhall 

die, indeed, we all know; but of 

the Day and the Hour knoweth no i. . 

Man. Some we ſee, who ſeem, as 

it were, to be in u Peril of Death, 

but are luſty and ſtrong ;. and yet lui 4. 

even of Theſe there are, who by 

an intervening Providence are not 
permitted to live out half their Days. 

Like the Graſs, in the Morning green 

and flouriſhing, in the Evening Cut pal. 

down, dried up, and wither d. To-** 

day they may promiſe themſelves all 

imaginable Security; think they have 

Health laid up for many Years, take 

their Eaſe, eat, drink, and be mer- 

ry; To-night, by a ſolemn Call of 

God, their Souls may be required 1 

of em. And is all this true? and | 

is Life fo very precarious and un- 

certain? and what Man is he that pa. 
luſteth to live? who indeed can '*: 

O 2 live, 
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Serv. live, but the Man who dares to die? 
| 2 * who is indifferent to Life, and not 
at all afraid of Death. And where 
ſhall we find him? Mark the per- 
felt Man, and behold the Upright ; 
there youll ſee hat Peace which 
this World cannot give, that Sa- 
tisfaction which it cannot take away, 
and heartily wiſh that. your pre- 
ſent, as well as future State, might 
l be like his. And that theſe Re- 
l flections may appear to you to be 
i well grounded, give me Leave to 
| illuſtrate them in a few Inftances, - 
| | James Tou have heard of the Patience of 
i 11 Fob. In extream Miſery, and un- 
il der the acuteſt Pains both of Body 
, and Mind, This was the Comfort, 


| the only Comfort that refreſhed his 
| Soul. I know that my Redeemer 
| liveth, and that He ſhall ſtand at 
| the latter Day upon the Earth; and 
| though after my Skin Worms de- 
| ftroy this Body, yet in my Fleſh ſhall 


: J 5 God; whom I ſball jee for 
elfe 
| 
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myſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall bebold, SE 7 


and not another, tho my Reins be 
conſumed within me. The Mean- 
ing of which, if you'll pleaſe to 
take it in the Paraphraſe of a very 
Learned Commentator, is as fol- 
lows: © I, ſays Job, am a dying 
« Man, and my Hopes (with re- 
„ gard to this World) are dying; 
e but He, that is, my Redeemer 
« liveth, and that for ever; and 
« therefore tho I die, yet He, both 
© can and will make me live again 
“ in due time, tho' not in This 
« World, yet in the other, which is 


© much better: And tho' I am 
no highly cenſur'd and con- 


& demn'd by my Friends and others, 
« as a great Diſſembler, and a ſe- 
“ cret Sinner, whom God's Hand 
« has found out; yet there is a 
& Day coming, when my Cauſe 


« {ſhall be pleaded, and my Name 


“ and Honour vindicated from all 


e theſe Reproaches, and my Inte- 
k O 3 cc grity 
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8x. © grity be brought to light; and 
. 4 This I do confidently expect and 
| &« hope for, tho at preſent my Cafe 

« ſeems deſperate; my very inward 

ec Parts being conſum'd with Grief ; 

©« and tho", as I have ſaid, the Grave 

« and the Worms will conſume my 

© whole Body, not excepting the 

« very Reins, which ſeem to be 

© ſafeſt, and furtheſt out of their 

t“ reach.” To the ſame never-fail- 

ing Remedy St Pau had recourſe; 
Behold, ſays he, I go bound in the 
l Spirit unto Feruſalem, not knowing 
| the things that fhall befal me there; 
| fave that the Holy Ghoft witneſſeth 
| in every City, ſaying, that Bonds 
f and Afflietions abide me. But none 
of theſe things move me; neither 

| count I my Life dear unto myſelf, 
fo that I might fimiſh my Courſe 
| with Joy, and the miniſtring which 
| 2 2% J have received of the Lord Feſus, 


= "zo reftify the Goſpel of the Grace of 
God. They could not deter him 
from 
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from his Duty. Nay, ſo far was SR. 


he from being afraid of Bonds, that 
he defies even Death itſelf in its 
, moſt frightful Form. — Thus St 
Stephen; I fee the Heavens open- 
ed, and the Son of Man ſtanding 
on the right Hand of God. Then, 
like his Bleſſed Maſter, he prays 
for his Murderers; Lord, lay not 
this Sin to their Charge; and when 


be had ſaid this, he fell aſleep; tri- ads vi. 


umphing in the Hopes and Pro- 
ſpects of his Religion, and rejoic- 
ing that he was counted worthy to 
ſuffer for the Name of Teſus. — 
Nothing but a good Lite could 
have given him this Courage at the 
Hour of Death; unleſs he had lived 
the Life, he could not in ſo emi- 
nent a manner have died th Death 
of the Righteous. 

If then ſo much depends upon 


our Behaviour here, let us imme- 


diately determine zo ſet our Houſe la. 


in Order, leſt we ſhould die, and edi 


O 4 not 


= 
| 
. 
| 

| 
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| . not live ; to ſurvey the little World 

oy Within us, and fee what Order, 

what Condition we are in, The 

Time allow'd us for this great Work 

cannot be long, but may be ſhort. 

2 Cor. vi. Vow then is the accepted Time, now 

is the Day of Salvation. Therefore, 

make no long tarrying to turn unto 

Bec. #he Lord, and put not off from 

Day to Day. In David's Words 

to his Son Solomon, upon another 

Occaſion, Let us ariſe and be do- 
xxii. 16, ing, and the Lord be with us. 

Now unto Him in whoſe Hand 

are the Iſſues of Life and Death, 

who can kill, or make alive, ſave, 

or deſtroy; to the Eternal God, 

whoſe Seat is in the Heavens, and 

whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all ; to 

the King of Kings, and Lord of 

Lords, be aſcrib'd, as is moſt ſtrict- 

ly due, all poſſible Adoration, all 

that a Creature can any way pay 

to his Great Creator, throughout 

all Ages, World without End. Amen. 
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SERMON IX. 


The horrid Nature of a fallacious, diſ- 
ſembling Infincerity. 


PS AL. CXX. 2. 
Deliver my Soul, O Lord, from lying Lips, and 
from a deceitful Tongue. 
PS Al. XII. z. 
The Lord ſhall root out all deceitful Lips. 
P8AL..V. 9 
There is no Faithfulneſs in his Mouth; their inward 
Parts are very Wickedneſs. 
F234 ts IV. « 
Their Throat is an open Sepulchre ; with their 
Tongues have they deceived. 
PS AL. XXXI. 20. 
Let the lying Lips, be put to Silence, which cruelly, 
diſdainfully, and deſpitefully, ſpeak againſt the 


Righteous. 
Ps ar. LXIV. 8. 
Their own Tongues ſhall make them fall. 
Ps AL. VII. g. 


O let the Wickedneſs of the Ungodly come to an 
End, but guide Thou the Juſt. 
F$ AL. . 
What Reward ſhall be given or done unto chee,thou 
falſe Tongue. | 


— Hic niger eſt; bunc Tu Romane caveto. 
Hor aT11 Satyrarum Liber primus. 


No Enemy is half ſo much to be dreaded as a falſe 
Friend. Court Secret. 
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PSALM LV. 12,13, 14, 15. 


It is not an open Enemy that has 
done me this Diſhonour, for then 

I could have born it. 

Meither was it mine Adverſary that 
did magnify himſelf againſt me, 
for then, peradventure, I would 
have hid myſelf from him. 

But it was even Thou, my Compa- 
nion, my Guide, and mine own 
familiar Friend. 


We tool ſweet Counſel together, and 


walked in the Houſe of God as 
Friends. 


HESE Words primarily refer 
to Ab/alom's execrable Vil- 


203 


SERM. 
I. 


lainy, when in Purſuit of the Life 
and Crown of his Father David. 
The particular Perfon of whoſe In- 
ſincerity David here fo loudly com- 


plains, 


204 
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IX. 
Pe! 


The Meanneſs and 


lains, is Abitophel. One, on whom 
he had ' conferred many ſignal Fa- 
yours, and who, as to all outward 
Appearance, ſeemed to make a very 
grateful: Return. But here lies the 


| Iniquity of the Thing. He was by 


no means what he pretended to be. 
A vile, treacherous Conſpirator, un- 
der the ſpecious Diſguiſe of a true 


and loyal Subject. And to com- 


pleat his Villainy too, he muſt put 
a religious Stamp upon it. We took 


feet Counſel together, and walked 


in the Houſe of God as Friends. ——- 
Not to enter into any further Par- 
ticulars,. I beg Leave to treat of the 
Words in a general View, and to 
repreſent to you, k 


Firſt, The Meanneſs and Malig- 
nity of a fallacious diſſembling In- 
ſincerity. I ſhall, _ | 

| Secondly, Obſerve, that no Crime 


more highly reflects upon the Dig- 


nity of our Nature. | 
A i T am, 


\ 


Malignity of Dereit. 


I am, firſt, to repreſent to you SER. 


the Meanneſs, and very great Ma- 
lignity, of a fallacious, diſſembling 
Inſincerity. 

And that it takes its Riſe from 
the very Pit of Hell, that its the 
Devil's Invention, is plain. The fair 
Speeches, the fine Promiſes with 
which he entertains his Votaries, 
ſufficiently confirm it. He is ever 
inviting us to taſte ſomewhat of the 
delightful Scene that paſſes by, and 
aſſures us we may do it ſafely; 
without any manner of D 
What! not hat Tree tempt you 1 
at the ſame time very probably in- 
ſinuating, that forbidden Fruit is al- 
ways moſt palatable. Trifling Ob- 
jections, ſuch, for Inſtance, as in- 
curring the Diſpleaſure of the Al- 
mighty, forfeiting eternal Happineſs, 
inſtead of it purchaſing eternal Mi- 
ſery, his ſmooth Addreſs can eaſily 


— 


reconcile. In the Day that | thou Gen üg. 


eateſt thereof, . thou bak ſurely die, 


1s 


2 
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Sunn. is not expreſſive enough; no, the 
IX. Devil's Terms were of much greater 
Weight. So intimate a Friend, one 
that I ſuch hearty Invitations, 
can never deceive. So that even 
Satan himſelf, it feems, when trans 
+ Cor-3i. formed into an Angel 7. Ligbt, was 
unexceptionable. And an inſincere, 
— Man, is Satan's moſt lively 
Repreſentative. In this particular 
the Copy is almoſt as compleat as 
the Original. Pity is it that Offen- 
ders of this Size are not ſooner de- 
tected. When they are, when they 
appear in their proper Colours (odi- 
ous and deteſtable) Yerily I ſay un- 
to you, they have their Reward. 
And may they always receive the 
juſt Reward of their Deeds. her 
Prat. hin. hey ſhoot their Arrows let them be 
% rovted out. It's a good old Saying, 
Ingratum |: dixeris, omnia dicis ; 
if you fay that I'm ungrateful, I defy 
you to ſay any thing worſe of me. 
Now I afhrm that a deceitful uw 

mu 


Malignity of Deceit. 


muſt be guilty of Ingratitude. It 


is ſo neceſſary an Ingredient that 
without it he cannot carry on his 
Deſigns. In order to proceed un- 
ſuſpected, he is, and muſt be, ready 
to receive Favours. The particular 
way in which he returns thoſe Fa- 
vours ſufficiently proves the Charge 
laid againſt him. I look upon ſuch 
a Perſon as a very valuable Friend; 
I uſe him as ſuch ; embrace every 
Opportunity of ſerving him; and, in 
an Extremity, to promote his Inte- 
reſt, would in a great Meaſure ſa- 
crifice my own. I all the while 
imagine, that, ſhould there be Oc- 
caſion, he would do as much for 
me. Vindicate my Character if 
maliciouſly aſpers d; ſtudy my Wel- 
fare as much as his own; and in 
ſhort, I am fully perſuaded that our 
Friendſhip is mutual, Inſtead of 
this, I find I have not ſo great, ſo 
inveterate an Enemy. All he faid 
was entirely falſe; his Wordt ſeemed 
he /moother 
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ſmoother than Oil, but yet were they 
13. very. Swords ; the Poiſon of Alps 
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Au. lv.22 was un⁰,Br his Lips. Baſe Diſſimu- 


Rom 
13. 


ation ſcreened his dark Thoughts, 


and to public View ſet a ſpecious 
Face of Innocence and Beauty.-—- 
It has been obſery'd of the Brave, 


that u are their Thoughts, and 


open are their Tempers; freely, with- 
out Diſguiſe, they like or diſlike z 
4 ftill are they found in the fair 
« Face of Day; and Heaven and 
c Men are Judges of their Actions.“ 


Whereas, Diflemblers are compos'd 
of nothing but Cowardice, 'Trea- 


chery, and all that's bad. And 
when a Man has once forfeited the 
Reputation of his Sincerity, he- is 
ſet faſt; and nothing will then 
ſerve his Turn, neither 'Truth nor 
Falſhood. Indeed, if a Man were 
only to live in-the World for a Day, 
and ſhould never have occaſion to 
converſe more with Mankind, never 
more need their good Opinion os 

good 
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cc good Word *, it were then no great _ 


e matter (as to the Concerns of This | 
« World, I mean,) if he ſpent his 
« Reputation all at once, and ven- 
« tur'd it at one Throw. But, if 
«© he is to continue in the World, 
« and would have the Advantage of 
“ Conver/ation whilſt he is in it, let 
« him make uſe of Truth and Since- 
« rity, in all his Words and Actions 
« for nothing but This will laſt and 
« hold out to the End. All other 
« Arts will fail; but Truth and In- 
« tegrity will carry a Man througb, 
« and bear him out to the af. Add 
« to this, that Sincerity is the moſt 
% compendious Wiſdom ; it creates 
Confidence in thoſe whom we have 
© to deal with; faves the Labour of 
% many Enquiries; and brings them 
« to an Iflue in a few Words. Tis 
« like travelling in a plain, beaten 
Road; which commonly brings a 
Man ſooner to his Journey's End 
4 than By-ways, in which Men often 

P « loſe 


* SPECTATOR, Val. V. N* 352 


watch 
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SERM. « loſe themſelves. In a word, what- 
X „ Convenience may be thought 
« to be in Falſhood and Diſſimula- 
« tion, it is ſoon over; but the In- 
« convenience of it is perpetual ; be- 
« cauſe it brings a Man under an 
« everlaſting Jealouſy and Suſpicion ; 
« fo that he isn't believ'd even when 
cc he ſpeaks Truth, nor truſted, when 

« perhaps he means honeſtly.” 
Of the many good Qualities that 
are to meet in the Man who is to 
duell in God's Tabernacle, and to 
reft upon his holy Hill; this is one, 
al. j that He has uſed no Deceit in his 
© Tongue, but that He has ſpoken the 
Truth from his Heart: And he 
« that ipeaks fincerely from his Heart, 
l is a true Man *, tho' what he peaks 
« ſhould not be true. In this Caſe, 
tis ſuthcient for us to ſpeak as we 
« think, only we ſhould take care 70 
* think before we ſpeak. But not 
* only our Honour, but our Intereft 
„ likewiſe engages us to be ſincere; 


0 
* Bp Hicxman's Sermons, Vol. I. Serm. xiii, 
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ce to profeſs the Truth, and nothing SzRM. 


« but the Truth; and make Tha? 
« the only Standard both of our 
«© Words and Actions. Without this, 
there's no Commerce, no Commu- 
« nication to be had; but the whole 
« World would become a Wilder- 
« neſs, and Man the moſt dangerous 
&« Beaſt of Prey. In ſuch Circum- 
« ſtances, Society is but a Snare; 
« and Baniſhment would not be our 
«© Condemnation, but our Choice; our 
ce only Refuge againſt a faithleſs Set 
« of Men, who neither a& as they 
« ſpeak, nor ſpeak as they think. 

« Of all human Bleſſings there is 
ce hardly one more uſeful, more de- 
« lightful to Mankind, than Friend- 
« ſhip; 'tis the Ornament of our 
« Proſperity, and our Comfort in 
« Diſtreſs : Tis a Guide to us in all 
« our Dithculties, and a Companion 
in all our Ways; a kindly Reliſh 
eto all our Enjoyments, and a Relief 
« toall our Wants. But without Sin- 

Fz4 & cerity, 
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Sx Rbf. © cerity, all theſe Conveniencies fall 


4 o 
"I... a. 
— — 


Chap. vii 


«©to the Ground, like a tottering 
«© Houſe without a Foundation. For, 
« where Virtue and Truth are want- 
« ing, there's no Ground to build a 
ct Friendſhip, - a Confidence upon; 
ce there's no truſting to ſuch a Man's 
*'Affiftance, no depending upon his 
« Advice; but with all his flatter- 
ing Speeches and fine Promiſes, 
he only deſigns to draw us in more 
« eftectually, to ruin us more com- 
4 pleatly. Such a falſe feigned 
* Complaifance is more dangerous 
« than an open, downright Defiance, 
«as a Spy is more dangerous than 
* a profeſt Enemy; for the Enemy 
« gives Warning before he ſtrikes, 
“ and bids us prepare for our De- 
« fence, (and it's our own Fault if 
«ye don't) but the Spy comes with 
4 Artifice and Subtilty to circumvent 
«us; with fair Pretences (like the 
« Harlot in the Proverbs ) he inſen- 


* fibly gains upon us, and then, like 


her, gives the fatal, the unavoidable 
| « Wound. 
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« Wound. With Words as ſweet SRNI. 


ce as Honey, and as ſoft as Oil, he 


© ſooths us into our Ruin; and be- 


« trays us with a Countenance ſmil- 
<« ing as Heaven, but falſe as Hell. 
I remember to have read, that 
<« an antient Comedian gave this 
Character of a fawning Paraſite ; 
« Ais? ain, negas? nego: Do you 
« affirm a thing? ſo do 1; do you 
« deny it; ſo do J: And that fo 
<« dexterouſly, that he could affirm 
« and deny the ſame thing in the 
« {ame Breath. But This, I muſt 
e obſerve, was look d upon as ex- 
<« treamly ſcandalous and contempti- 
ble inthoſe generousHeathen times. 
But further -— It is reported of 
the Syrens, ſo exquiſitely charming 
was their Voice, that by this means 
they tempted Paſſengers to ſhore, 
and there robb'd and kill'd them. 
The Compariſon is ſtrong and live- 
ly; much after this manner are we 
dealt with by baſe, perfidious Men. 
F:i3 We 
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We ſhould obſerve the ſame Me- 
thod with zhe/e, that Ulyſſes did 
with them. Being obliged to fail 
that way, by the Direction of Circe 
he ſtopp'd his Companions Ears 


with Wax that they might not 


hear, and he himſelf was tied to 


the Topmaſt, that he might not 


Acts 
xxvii. 44. 


ſtir: And ſo it came to paſs that 
they eſcaped all ſafe to Land. —- 


Thus ſhould we refuſe to hear the 


Voice of theſe deluding Charmers, 
charm they never ſo ſweetly. It is, 
I allow, a dangerous Sphere to a& 
in, and a very difficult Matter to 
be ſufficiently aware of 'em. The 
niceſt Prudence is requiſite, the 
greateſt Precaution abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. A common Shade is not a 
Shelter againſt e Attacks, nor 
in this Caſe is even the Houſe of 
God itſelf an Aſylum, a Place of 
Refuge. David thought, and thought 
very right too, that if he could be 
any where ſafe, it muſt be there. 

But 
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But Abitophel was as buſy, as active, 1 


as vigilant, as induſtrious in his 
Deſigns there, as in any other Place 
9 Thus did his own fa- 


miliar Friend whom he truſted, he * 


that did eat of his Bread, lay great 
wait for him, In the whale con- 
tinued Series of Misfortunes, in all 
the repeated Inſtances of Diſtreſs, 
thro' which St Paul paſt, nothing 
ſeem'd ſo very hard, nothing made 
him ſo very uncafy, as the un- 
kind Uſage he met with from Thoſe 
to whom he had been the trueſt 
and beſt Friend. The Perils he was, cer. 
in from falſe Brethren, the ill Re-***: 
turns of his Miniſtry, even _ 
thoſe who were converted by it, 
he very juſtly reckon'd as the moſt 
ſenſible Part of his Afflictions. — 
Bad Treatment indeed he every 
where met with. Whereever he 
went, Stripes and Impriſonment 
were his Reception from the Ma- 
giſtrate, and Scorn and Outrage 

* from 
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- SERM. from the People. This he ſeems 


but little to regard ; this he judges, 
comparatively, inconſiderable. The 
Malice, not of his rea! Enemies, 
but of his falſe Friends, he moſt 
complains of. And is not this ſuf- 
ficient? Does not this Example 
indiſputably prove the horrid Na- 
ture of a fallacious, diflembling In- 
ſincerity ? If not, behold a Great- 
er, the Greateſt of All, is here : 
Our bleſſed Lord himſelf took par- 
ticular notice of the particular an- 
ner in which He was betrayed. 
Tuadas, betrayeſt thou the Son of 
Man with a Kiſs? Is it thus 
thou underſtandeſt That of the 
Pſalmiſt, Kt the Son, let He be 
angry? Doſt thou think that this 
will avert mine Anger ? Thy Crime 
is very much heighten'd by the 
extraordinary and uncommon man- 
ner in which it is brought about, 
Reflect upon the Villainy thou haſt 
been guilty of, Thou waſt one of 
27 a 
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a ſuperior Order, not a common SER. 


Diſciple, but one of the Twelve. 
A very great Truſt J repoſed in 
thee, a very great Honour I con- 
ferred upon thee. Is this the Re- 
turn? this thy generous Friendſhip? 
Better would it have been for thee 
if thou hadft never been born. This 
muſt be the Devil's Suggeſtion ; 
He alone could point out to thee 
ſuch a baſe, ſuch a diabolical Prac- 


LICE, 


Having thus far ſtated the hor- 
rid Nature of this Crime in itſelf, 
I proceed to ſhew, Secondly, how 
odious it renders us conſider'd as 
Men ; or, in other Words, how high- 
ly it reflects upon the Dignity of 
our Nature. 

Did not Experience too plainly 
convince us of the Truth of it, 
we ſhould hardly believe that any 
Man of a common Make, endued 
with Senſe and Reaſon, capable of 

Delibe- 


—— 
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SERM. Deliberation and Thought, could 


. thus offend, thus act in direct Con- 


tradiction to the very End of his 
Being. Man was intended to be 
Sociable ; form'd for Society; but 


this deſtroys the very Notion of So- 


ciety, Where Men are influenc'd 
by this Principle, all ſocial Har- 
mony muſt ceaſe of Courſe ; all 
Union be rendred impracticable ; 
and the very Nature of a Conſtitu- 
tion ſubverted. For, when Affairs 
are thus happily ſituated that we 
can't believe a Word we hear; that 


the more a Perſon profeſſes Friend- 


ſhip, the greater Reaſon we have 
to ſuſpect him, how can we ever 
be ſufficiently on our Guard? Con- 
verſation, in the Nature of Things, 


thus enliven'd, muſt neceſſarily be 
very entertaining; Commerce, thus 


regulated, very advantageous. The 
natural Frame and Temper of our 
Minds is good; the Materials of 
which we are formed, worthy. the 
Great 
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Great Author and Contriver of em. Ser. 
The Knowledge of Good and Evil IX. | 
implanted in us, is every way ſuf⸗ 
ficient, when duly cultivated and 
improv'd. Nay, in this Caſe, Na- 
ture un-· improv d, even natural In- 
ſtinct, will dictate thus far, that we 
ſhould do as we would be done 
by, and that if we profeſs ourſelves 
Friends, we ſhould in every Parti- 
cular act as ſuch. That we think 
the Reverſe of this very unnatural, 
is plain from the general Abhor- 
rence and Deteſtation it meets with. 
We can even love an open Enemy, 
entertain at leaſt a good Opinion of | 
him, and applaud his generous Diſ- 

like. He behaves ſo much like a 

Man of Honour, gives us ſuch fair 

Play, that tho' we cannet be for 

him, we don't care to be much 

againſt him. How very differently 

do we treat one of the oppoſite 

Character, a falſe Friend? We place 

him, (the only Place he has a Right 
| to) 
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to) in the loweſt and moſt oon- 
temptible Claſs 3 among the baſeſt 
and moſt deſpicable Set of Orea- 
tures. He has nothing of a Man 
in him; nothing but the outward 
Form to entitle him to the Name. 
Sentiments of Humanity he has long 
ago forgot, theſe he is wholly un- 
acquainted with. In ſhort, the 
Animal may ſurvive, but the Man 
ſcarcely exiſts. Ye place him, did 
I juſt now ſay? See where the 
Pſalmiſt, who was a very excellent 
Jud ge of Mankind, ſee where He 

as_plac'd him; who, ſpeaking of 
Thoſe whom the Lord will abhor, 


at the ſame Time that he mentions 


the Blood-thirfly Man, (not only a 


moſt infamous, but a moſt fright- 
ful Chara&er,) joins with him, as 
a proper Companion, the deceitful 
one. The former takes a Man's 
Life away, which is very bad; the 
latter his Reputation, which, in the 
Opinion of many, is ſtill worſe. -— 

; This 
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This is a degenerate Species, not SERM. ; 
worthy our Notice. But from theſe E. 


Cauſes have ſprung many melan- 
choly Effects. What Seeds of Dit- 
cord have been ſown, what Fea- 
louſies occafion'd, what Animoſities 
heighten'd, by the vile Suggeſtions, 
the ſecret Inſinuations of theſe 
worthleſs Creatures? How many 
Families, from the ſtricteſt Friends, 
have been made the moſt irrecon- 
cileable Enemies? Falſe Witneſſes 
riſe up, raiſe Stories without the 
leaft Foundation, particularly care- 
ful to have em ſafely deliver'd. — 
What aggravates this Crime is the 
manner of it. Indeed we know we 
are injur'd, but we know not by 
whom. We have already obſerv'd 
that it's generally by Thoſe whom 
we have the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſ- 
For, Men of this Turn, and 

this Complexion, are, for the moſt 
part, very complaiſant, mighty oblig- 
ing; in Appearance the very Re- 
verſe 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
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SERM. 4. verſe of what they are in Reality. 


The many Profeſſions of Kindneſs 
and Service, which they are 2 
enough to male, are only (if I 
may ſo call it) a kind of Profti- 
tution of Speech, ſeldom intended 
to mean any part of what they 
expreſs, never to mean all they ex- 
preſs. --- But let us leave ſuch 
Wretches as theſe (for it is very cer- 
tain that the leſs we have to do 
with em the better) let us leave 
'em to Themſelves, (the only Com- 
pany they are fit for ;) let us ra- 
ther enter upon a much more agree- 
able Subject, and expoſe their Vice 
by recommendiug its oppoſite Vir- 
tue, that Simplicity and godly Sin- 
cerity, which alone can make us 
agreeable either to God, to our- 
ſelves, or to others. Now it was 
Plato's Opinion long ago, That 
« there was nothing ſo delightful 
as the hearing or ſpeaking Truth. 
Cc And 


* SPECTATOR, Vol. VIII. No 557, 


Malignity of Decent. 
« And it is for this Reaſon, that 
e there is no Converſation ſo en- 
« gaging as that of the Man of 
« Integrity ; who hears without any 
© Intention to betray, and ſpeaks 
« without any the leaft Deſign to 
&« deceive.” Among the many Sto- 
ries told us of Cato, I cannot re- 


collect one that more redounds to 


his Honour, or can give us a live- 
lier Idza of his Integrity, than the 
following. An Advocate was 
ee pleading a Cauſe in a Court of 
ce judicature, where the State of 
e the Caſe was ſuch that the Law 
« requir'd uo Witneſſes. The Ad- 
« yocate had produc'd one, an ex- 
&« ceeding good one, and ſtrictly 
« unexceptionable. He humb] 
« hoped, that tho he had but one, 
« yet as that one was ſuch an ex- 
« traordinary good one, he might 
« be admitted. The Judge told 
« him, that where the Law re- 
« quird wo Witneſſes, he could 
cc not 


ove 
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SERM.- © not accept of one only, tho' it 
* « were Cato. He could not 
have ſaid more, nor could Cato 
himſelf deſerve more. 
What a Character was that of 
Mathanael, and from the Mouth 
of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf too; 
Johni. 47. Behold an Ifraelite indeed, in whom 
is nd Guile. © Here was a glo- 
« rious Inſtance of Sincerity, upon 
« which: our Saviour beſtowed a 
c moſt remarkable, affectionate 
« Commendation. And ſurely, Sin- 
ce cerity' is a moſt excellent Vir- 
« tue, a moſt eminent Grace, and 
« a truly great Accompliſhment.” 
As a Confirmation of this, only 
look into the Definition of it. -— 
« And a Man of Sincerity ( fays a 
« very ingenious * Writer) is one 
« that makes a plain, open and 
«© conſtant Declaration of the Truth; 
whoſe Profeſſions are always 
« agreeable to his ns ; and 


« his 


* 


0 


* Bp Hickman as before. 
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« his Heart and Tongue always go _—_ 
« together. One that uſes no Diſ- 
e guiſe in his Actions, no Deceit 
« in his Words, but whatever Signs 
« he makes to expreſs his Mind 5y, 
« they are exactly ſuited to the 
Thing ſignified.” And therefore 
Sincerity is the very ſame Virtue 
which in other Terms we call Sim- 
plicity of Mind; * A Quality, 
« which, however unfaſhionable it 
« may be in theſe polite Times, 
« how much ſoever deſpis'd, is 
« yet highly recommended to us 
« jn the Word of God, as the diſ- 
ce tinguiſhing Character, and 

« liar Temper of the Goſpel.” — 
And we cannot but obſerve, that 
when our Saviour commands his 
Diſciples to be wife as Serpents, 
He at the ſame Time ſtrictly char- 
ges em to be harmleſs as Doves ;, Nag. 
and accordingly, we are inform'd, 
that in Obedience to that Com- 
mand, they did eat their Meat, as 


Q indeed 


= 


226 


1955 


De Meanneſs and 


indeed we have great reaſon to 


; — believe they did every thing elle, 


Acts 
11. 46. 
Eph. 
vi. 24. 


2 Cor. 
ii. 17. 


2 Cor. 
in. 


Ecclus. 
iv. $. 


in fingleneſs of Heart. Grace be 
with all them that love our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, ſays St 
Paul; and in another Place, We 
are not as many, which corrupt the 
Word of God, but as of SINCE-, 
RITY, but as of God, in the Sight 
of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt. For 
our Rejoicing is this, the Teſtimony 
of our Conſcience, that in Simp!i- 
city and godly Sincerity, not with 


freſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grate 


of God, we have had our Conver- 


ation in the World, There is 


nothing more engaging than this 
honeſt Simplicity, this downright 
Sincerity ; nothing meets with a 
more general Approbation and 
Eſteem, nor is any Virtue more 
its own Reward. Every Man is 
a Friend to him that gives a 


friendly Anfwer with Meekneſs, — 


In Solomon's Phraſe, the Softneſs 
back of 


* 
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of his Tongue breaketh the Bone, SERV. 


and every Man kiſſeth his Lips. 
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known Sincerity, tho' otherwiſe 
of ſmall Accompliſhments, will 
always make an amiable Figure 
in Society, and be a valuable 


15. 
Chap. 
xxiv. 26. 


Part of it; whereas, without - 


virtuous Heart, a good Inten- 


tion, the ſuperior Abilities of the 


deſigning Man will only render 
him a more extenſive Miſchief; 
and the deceitful Agreeableneſs 
of the gay Man, qualify him to 
miſlead, betray, and ruin, only 
more entirely, thoſe he conver- 
ſes with.” And I'll conclude 


with obſerving, that the Serpent, 
(which was the Devil,) was more 
ſubtil, more cunning, more miſ- 
chievous, than any Beaſt of tbe den. in. i. 


Q 2 Field 


* Archbiſhop of Canterbury's Sermon (when Rec- 


tor of St James s) before the Univerſity of Oxford 


on Ait-Suntay,” 8th Fuly, 1733. Pag. 9. 
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SRI. Field which the Lord God had 
IX. made. 3 


Now unto Him who requires 
Truth in the inward Parts, and 
who is of purer Eyes than to be- 
hold Iniguity, tho never ſo much 
diſguis'd; to the adorable God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be 
aſcrib'd, as is moſt ſtrictly due, 
all poſſible Glory, and Honour, 
and Praiſe, now and for ever. 
Amen, | 


r e ee eee 


SERMON X. 


Religion and Virtue, in general, very 
cloſely connected, but not ſtrictly 


inſeparable. 


Pietate ſublata, Fides etiam, & Societas Humani ge- 
neris, & und excellentiſſima Virtus Fuſtitia tollitur. 
Cic. de Nat. Deorum. 


Summum Bonum eſt quod hongſtum eſt, &, quod magis 


admirere, ſolum bonum eft quod honeſtum eſs. 
SENECA, 


T:*A©S- £56 0ja0kwo'lg Ow. PyTH. 


T ſhall endeavour to make it out by plain Reaſon, 
that the Happineſs of our Condition, in all re- 
ſpects, does depend upon Religion; and That, 
not only morally upon account of that Reward 
which virtuous Actions do entitle a Man unto, 
from a juſt and wiſe Providence ; but naturally 
alſo, by reaſon of that Phy/ical Efficacy which the 
Duties of Religion have to procure for us all 
thoſe Things wherein our temporal Happineſs 
conſiſts; to promote the Welfare, not only of 
particular Perſons, but of public Communities of 
Mankind in general, and of the whole Univerſe. 
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PROVFEFRBS III. 7. 


Fear the Lord, and depart from 
ra Evil. 


T has been obſerv'd by a good SER. 
Writer *, provided he had been * "P 
but a ſtrictly orthodox one, that 
„Religion and Virtue appear in 
* many reſpects ſo nearly related, 
«* that they are generally preſum'd 
« infeparable Companions.” | 

I will endeavour, ſo far as my 
mean Abilities will give me Leave, 
to ſet this Matter right; at leaſt, I 
will venture to give my humble 
Opinion in the Caſe, And in what 
I have further to offer, I ſhall ob- 
ſerve the following eaſy Method ; 
Firſt enquire, What Virtue is, con- 
| Q 4 fider'd 


Lord SHAFTESBURY'S Charaderi/iics, Vol, II. 
Page 5. 
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ader d independently, and as diſ- 
tin& from Religion; and then, 

Secondly, What, when connect- 
ed with It. 


I am Firft to enquire, What 
Virtue is, conſider d independently, 
and as diſtinct from Religion. 

And I believe we may ſafely 
venture to ſay as much as this, 
that the Man poſſeſt of this ami- 
able and commendable Quality, 
this great and good Principle, muſt 
be ſuch a one, as out of a true 
Love to Virtue, and an equal Ab- 
horrence of Vice, is carried, by no 
means ſecondarily and accidentally, 
but primarily and immediately, to 
That which is Good, and from 
every thing which ſo W as ap- 


pears to be Evil; the v ery Appear- 


ance of Evil is fuſficient In order 
to make a compleat Figure, and 
to anſwer the Character of a truly 
and ſtrictly virtuous Man, he muſt 

ſet 
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ſet up Reaſon for his governing SanbA. 


Principle, keep all his Appetites A 
and Paſſions in a conſtant and re- 
gular Subordination to it; and muſt 
likewiſe be particularly careful, in 
all Caſes, at all Times, and under 
all Circumſtances, to keep this al- 
ways pure, unbiaſs'd, and uncor- 
rupted. Nothing muſt be allowed 
to influence him, but what Reaſon 
ſo far approves of as to give a 
Sanction to; that he is to judge 
right, which can ſtand the Teſt of 
an impartial, thorough Examina- 
tion; that he muſt of neceſſity 
allow to be wrong, which will not, 
or rather cannot, keep its Ground, 
when call'd upon for a plain and 
deciſive Proof. 

It is abſolutely neceſſary to keep 
up Virtue to its proper Pitch, to its 
fx'd Standard, that Things ſhould 
be conſider d juſt as they are in 
themſelves, not as we would be 


glad to have them with relation to 


Ws, 


. 
4 1 . 
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us, (for this will be found to be 
the Reſult of Prejudice;) whereas 
here muſt be no Partiality ; : Rea- 
ſon, free from Prejudice, is here to 
fit as ſole Judge; firſt, carefully 
and cautiouſly to weigh each Cir- 
cumſtance, and then to proceed to 
a fair and impartial Determination. 
Whatſoever, or, with regard to Man, 
whoſoever, in point of Virtue is leſs 
than This, cannot deſerve, and con- 
ſequently, can by no means reaſon- 
ably claim a Right to, the noble 
Character of a virtuous Man. 

The more any one is naturally 
inclin'd to any particular Vice, the 
{till greater Opportunity he has, for 
this very Reaſon, not only of ex- 
erting, but at the ſame time, of 
improving his Virtue. For, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, there can be noVirtue where 
there is no Temptation to Vice; 
nor can any Man's Virtue properly 
be ſaid to be in danger, in any 
Caſe, or at any Time, but when 
a 
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à vicious Object, by a ſtrong At- SERM- 
tack, makes a fair and proper Trial 2. 
of it. Thus, (and here I agree 
with the before quoted noble Au- 
thor,) if any one is naturally of a 
paſſionate, or an amorous Diſpoſi- 
tion, and yet reſiſts theſe Paſſions; 
and, notwithſtanding the Force of 
their Impreſſions, adheres to Vir- 
tue; if the paſſionate Man volun- 
tarily hears, 'or the amorous one 
refrains, ſo that neither a cruel, 
haſty Action is committed by the 
one, nor an immodeſt, indecent 
one by the other; in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances it would be but natu- 
ral for us to applaud theſe Virtues 
above what we ſhould otherwiſe do, 
were they free of this Tempta- 
tion, and from theſe Propenſities. 
And I can further agree with him, 
that a Propenſity to Vice is no In- 
gredient in Virtue; yet J muſt 
take the Liberty to add, (and in 
that Particular a little todiflent from 


Him,) 
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Sex. Him, ) that it may make the vir- 
X. tuous er much more com- 
| pleat and conſiderable, than it 
would have been without it. I 
very ſenſible that this, at firſt 
View, may ſeem ſomewhat odd, 
that a Man's being inclin'd to be 
vicious, ſhould be a means of his 
becoming more virtuous; that a 
Propenſity to Vice ſhould be a Help 
to Virtue; and yet, I think, in 
ſome meaſure, it moſt certainly is, 
and has already appear'd to be. 
Let a Man have ever ſo good 
natural Inclinations ; ſuppoſe bim 
to have fo far commenc'd Philo- 
ſopher, as to be indifferent to all 
that paſſes; to all outward Oc- 
cyrrences ; let nothing happen to 
moleſt, to diſcompoſe, or ruffle him, 
and then, I would beg to know, 
where is his Virtue? In this Si- 
tuation, what Poſhbility has he, 
or can he have, of giving a proper 
Proof of it ? Herein, I allow, his 


Prudence 
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Prudence may appear, and _ SERM. 
viſibly diſplay itſelf; but I think X. 
his Virtue cannot, as That is ſup- 
pos d to ſignify a reſolute Refiſt- 
ance of Temptation. Adam, in 
all Probability, would never have 
thought of the Apple, if he had 
not been, on the one hand, ſtrictly 
enjoin'd not to eat it; as, on the 
other, powerfully ſolicited zo eat it. 
This made it the Touchſtone or 
Trial of his Virtue, and was there- 
fore particularly intended for a par- 
ticular Proof of his Obedience or 
Diſobedience to the Command of 
his Maker. 
In like manner, place any one 
m the delightful Garden of Eden, 
that is, give him an Opportunity 
of indulging himſelf in every thing 
he has a particular Inclination to; 
Let the ambitious Man enlarge his 
Proſpect, and take a full View of 
all the Kingdoms of the World, and Ila ins 
the Glory of them ; Let any one, 
naturally 
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naturally of a luxurious Conſtitu- 
tion, ſo far abound in Eaſe and 
Plenty, as to have frequent Op- 
portunities of Eating and Drink- 
ing, and, as He thinks at leaſt, of 
enjoying himſelf : In ſhort, let no- 
thing be wanting that is either 


Gen. ii g. pleaſant to the Sight, or good for 


Job 
XXVil, 6. 


Food; and if, even under theſe 


trying Circumſtances, their Virtue 


ſtill ſtands firm and unſhaken ; 
if they are determin'd at all 
Events to hold it faſt, and by 
no means to let it go, then 
may we fairly pronounce of them 
that they are ſtrictly virtuous. -—- 
Whereas, was not this the Caſe, 
nothing more could be ſaid, than 
that they might indeed be virtuous, 
ſo far, as that they had not an 

Opportunity of being otherwiſe. 
Virtue, like the Voice. of Na- 
ture, is unalterably fix'd, and ab- 
ſolutely independent; and it is as 
impoſſible for a Man to act im- 
morally, 
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morally, and yet to retain his Vir- SERM. 
tue, as it would be for him to 99 | 
guilty of the greateſt Act of Cru- 
elty, and at the ſame time main- 
tain the Character of a compaſſio- 
nate Being. Nothing can be ſtrict- 
ly virtuous, but what is every way 
conſiſtent with, and agreeable to, 
the ſtanding Rules of Virtue; what- 
ever 1n any degree deviates from it, 
1s, proportionably to that degree, 
repugnant to it. Tis in every 
Perſon's Power 10 refuſe the Evil, Wa vi 5. 
and to chooſe the Good, the Mind 
of Man being naturally ſo form'd, 
as, with the Advantages of a pro- 
per Education, to diſcern between 
the one and the other. And the 
Wiſdom as well as Goodneſs of the 
Great Author of Nature herein 
abundantly ſhews itſelf, whenever 
we reflect upon the natural Make 
and Frame of our Minds, the par- 
ticular Bent and 'Tendency of our 
Inclinations. If nothing had been 


enjoin'd, 
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enjoin d, or if nothing had been 


; =. prohibited, then (as has been ob- 
= ſerv d,) nothing could have been 


1 John 
iii. 4. 


meritorious; there would then have 
been no room left for Merit; no- 
thing would have been conſider' d 
as proper, but what was at the 
ſame time palatable. So that to 
ſuppoſe a State of Nature, where- 
in there .was no Good or Evil, 
nothing juſt or unjuſt, but an in- 
finite Right to a// Things, is to 
ſuppoſe a Time, when there was no 
moral Rectitude in the Divine Na- 
ture; no Providence; nothing be- 
coming, either God or Man, in their 


reſpective Relations. For, where 


there is a Right to every Thing, 
there is no Law; and conſequently 
no Sin; for Sin is the Tranſgreſ- 


fron of a Law; and were no Law 


written in the Heart, there would 
be no Grounds for an accuſing or 
anexcuſing Conſcience; which would 
be entirely to exclude, or at leaſt 

to 


not frifily. inſeparat/e. 


to confound, the very Notions of SRU. 


thing; there would be nothing com- 
mendable in the one, nor any thing 
bad in the Commiſſion of the other, 
The bare Suppoſition of which would 
be monſtrouſly abſurd, and directly 
contrary to ws immutable and eter- 
nal Differences and Relations of 
Things. Vice may be patrons d, 
but it can never be \authoriz'd ; 

wicked Men perhaps might be glad. 
and they certainly wald, was there 
really no manner of Difference or 
Diſtinction between them; between 
Virtue and Vice. They might wiſh 
this was the Caſe. But it is et the. 
Caſe. As Virtue is good in itſelf, 
it will for ever continue to be ſo; 
and will always be found to conſiſt 
in a juſt, proper, and upright Con- 
duct; in a moral Rectitude, and 
Fitneſs of Action. And this, I ap- 


* V be a ſull Proof of our 
R firſt 


Right and Wrong For thus, Vir-, X 5 
tue and Vice — be the ſelf-ſlame 
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firſt Point, or a full Anſwer to our 


> firſt Enquiry, what Virtue is confi- 


dered independently, and as diſtinct 
from Religion. I proceed, in the 


ſecond Place, to ſhew in what man- 
ner it 18 connected with . 


Ir tink been asked, W Aae; an 
Atheiſt can poſſibly „ @ fre 
Man, or ſbare any real Degree of 
Honeſty or Merit ? lt may be very 
improving to conſider this Point, 
and it ſeems very appoſite to our 


preſent Purpoſe to allow it a full 


Conſideration. 

We ſometimes meet with Men, 
who ſeem to have little, or no Re- 
gard at all to Religion, or at the beſt 
entertain but very mean, imperfect, 
and unworthy Notions of it, and 
yet are obſerv'd ſteadily to adhere 
to the ſtricteſt Rules of Juſtice be- 
tween Man and Man; who would 
not do an ungenerous Action upon 


any Motives whatever, or be Saule 
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of an unjuſt one, though upon the SRDL. 

moſt promiſing Proſpect of reaping X. ; 

the greateſt Advantage from it. 
That theſe are Men of Honour, nay, 

further, conſider'd as Members of 

Society, in a civil and political Ca- 

pacity, that they may likewiſe be 

very conſiderable Contributors to the 

Support and Welfare of it, I very 

readily allow; but that they are 

virtuous, or Men of ſtrict Merit, will 

not be ſo readily granted. Let it 

ever be remembered, that, to the 

Performance of any thing merito- 

rious (if any thing whatever can be 

properly ſo ſtil'd,) it is abſolutely 

neceſſary that the Means ſhould be 

juſtifiable, and the End lawful. 

Whatever in either of theſe Reſpects 

is deficient; if the Means us'd can- 

not be juſtified, if the End propos'd 

cannot be vindicated, then, let the 

Performance be what it will, it muſt 

neceſſarily be not only incompleat 

and imperfect, but it muſt likewiſe 

| R 2 have 


a 
244 
SR. have in it the Nature of Sin, , hai- 
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ever we do, we are requir d to de 


2 x. all 20 the Glory of God ; | that IS, OF 


at leaſt ought to be, the firſt Spring, 
as well as the ultimate End, of all 
our Actions; not only the Good and 
Welfare of our Fellow-Chriſtians, 
but God's Glory too, is in all things 
to be conſider d. No Man, with- 
out a due and proper Senſe of Re- 
ligion, can propoſe this as the End 
of what he does; therefore, no Man, 
but upon a religious Principle, can 
make, either himſelf, or any thing 
he ſhall think fit to do, acceptable 
in the Sight of God. Tis the Fear 
of the Lord which is the Beginning 
of Wiſdom, and to have right Ap- 
prehenfions of the Deity is a very 
eſſential Part of Religion. And they 
who pretend to be virtuous without 
taking Religion into their Schemes, 
ſeem, at leaſt in Point of Intereſt, 
to have made but a very indifferent 
Choice. For, unleſs Virtue be its 

own 


. 
* 
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own Reward, they can reaſonably _ 
expect no rm at all. --Without | 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; Hev. x. 
for he that cometh to God, muſt 8 
liebe that He is, and that He is a 
Rewarder of them that diligently 
feek Him. We can do nothing a-: Co: 
gainſt the Truth, but for the Truth." 
We can do nothing properly, and 
as it ought to be done, without a 
firm Reliance upon the divine Good- 
neſs ; without a lively Faith in God's 
Mercy thro' Chriſt. Virtue ceaſes 
to be Virtue when miſapplied; and 
Religion is vain without a proper 
Object for the Exerciſe of it. Men 
of a refin'd Way of Thinking, may 
be witty upon Religion, but, with- 
out Religion, it mult neceſſarily be 
at their own Expence. Chrift cru- 
cified may be, as He really war 10 
the Fews, a flumbling Block, and to 
tbe Greeks Fooliſbneſe, but to them 
that believe, He always was, and 
always will be, the Power of God, ic. 

R 3 and 
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and the Wiſdom of God. Fine Parts 
and great Abilities are, undoubted- 
ly, in themſelves, very great and 
noble Accompliſhments; but, when 
improperly directed, they may like- 
wiſe be very great Erik. To read, 
and to be able to digeſt, whole Vo- 


lumes of Philoſophy, and yet to be 


ignorant in the One moſt neceſſary 
Point of Knowledge, is not only an 


Aggravation of Guilt, (for that it 


certainly is,) but it is likewiſe the 
higheſt Inſtance of downright Folly. 


For, this is a Study, which, in rea- 


lity, and in the End, will profit us 


Cor. 
xlii. 8. 


little or nothing; this is a Know- 
ledge hic ill vaniſb away; which 


may perhaps amuſe, but cannot much 
improve; which may ſerve to make 
us ſomething wiſer, as to worldly 


Wiſdom, but very little better, per- 


Prov. ix. 
12. 


haps a great deal worſe; whereas, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, to be wiſe 7s. to be 
wiſe for ourſelves; and the only way 
to be truly wile for ourſelves is to be 


wiſe 


not flrifly inſeparable. 
wiſe unto Salvation. Thus the bef _— 
Man will always be found to be the 


2 Man, and he, who has the 2 Tim. 


greateſt Share of Religion, will, in 
all Probability, have the » greateſt 
Share of Virtue too. He that is 
acquainted with Religion, needs no 
other Acquaintance; he who knows 
nothing of Religion, knows nothing 
of himſelf; — not ſtudy his only 
true and read Intereſt ; does not re- 
gard his only ſolid and ſubſtantial 
Happineſs. . With Religion a Man 
may be happy; he can hardly be 
otherwiſe; without it, though poſ- 
ſels'd of every Thing elſe, I think 
he muſt neceſſarily be miſerable. 
From whence I conclude, that every 
Man's Happineſs isin his own Power; 
he that will be, may be Happy; he 
that choo/es to be miſerable, ought 
to be ſo. Thus Virtue, under the 
Guidance of Religion, ſeems to be 
the greateſt Good any one can de- 
fire, and Vice the greateſt Evil any 

R 4 one 
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= one can deſire to avoid. And if 
this be the Caſe, as it moſt certainly 
is, then I think we may infer, as a 
fair, rational, and undeniable Con- 
ſequence, what the ſooner we are 
acquainted with ſo deſirable an Ac- 
quaintance as Virtue, the better. 
Convinc'd of this, if you are ſo 
happy as to be convinc'd of it, fuf- 
Heb. xii. fer a Mord or two of Exhortation, 


Fl, 


109 d I have done. 


Let me then moſt earneſtly, moſt 
affoftionarcly recommend it to you, 
to all of you who have it in your 
Power, to give your Hearts early to 

— the Lord that nada you; and don't 
think of becoming new Men, when 
you are ceaſing ro be; of reforming 
your Lives when you are ending 
them. This is beginning quite at 
the wrong End; and God will not 
accept the Devil's Refuſe. No; 
this is a ſure Way, if you hve long 

Gen li. enough, to bring down your gray 

Hairs with Sorrow to the Grave. 

Inſtead 
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Inſtead of this, Fear the Lord, and S=804. 


depart from Evil ; in other Words, 
be wiſe, and be happy. Devotion 
muſt not be a Work of Weceſſity, 
but of Choice. Tis our Free-will 
Offering that God expects; and He 
expects it too, from the Prime of 
our Flocks, the Richeſt of all our 
Treaſures. In whatever then you 
propoſe to yourſelves, conſider the 
End; in whatever you undertake, 
have the Glory of God always in 
view, and you can never do amiſs; 
the Effect will be, He will guide 


you with his Counſel, and after that piu loi. 


receive you with Glory; but if, on? 
the other Hand, thro' any wrong 
Suggeſtions, any groundleſs Preju- 
dices, falſe, tho' faſhionable, No- 
tions, you neglect or forget God, 

the Time will come when you will 
be obliged to remember Him, only 
to your Sorrow, There is nothing 
in this World, I mean as to the 
Pleaſures and Enjoyments of it, by 
29 


* 
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SzR8M. any Means worthy the Care and 
8 * ſhe eg! of a wiſe and good Man. 
; Solomon, who perhaps knew as much 
of it, as almoſt any one that ever 
livd in it, comprizes the Sum and 
Subftance of the whole in a very 
few Words tis true, but they are 
very fignificant and remarkable ones, 
Vanity and Vexation. And at what 
Rate would you prize Vanity, which 
is nothing, and Vexation, which is 
worſe than nothing? To expect 
any real or ſolid Comfort from Hu- 
man Means, is to /eek the Living 
among the Dead. Happineſs here 
below is viſionary; but the Happi- 
neſs which cometh from God, is, 
like God himſelf, eternal in the 
x Cor. iii. Heavens. Other Foundation can no 
lan lay than is laid. He that 
builds upon other Principles, builds 
Sand ; without any Founda- 
Jer. v. zi. tion at all. And what ſhall be done 
in the End thereof? The Houſe muſt 
2 i. fall, and great will be the Fall of 
it. 
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t. Let mY then thus reaſon with on 


the Pſalmiſt, ho will ſhew us any , 


Good Lord, lift thou up the Light val. wr, 


of thy Countenance upon us. Saint“ 
Peter's Queſtion, and his Anſwer 
to it, will ſet every thing right: 


Lord, to whom fhall we go? thou john vi. 
haft the Words of eternal Life. Bee 


it then our higheſt Ambition to a- 
ſpire after every thing that is truly 
good. Sow Virtue, and Content 
and Happineſs will be the Fruit. 
"Tis true indeed, the World we are 
engag d with, las many Tempta- 


tions in our Way: The Luft of the John i. 


Fleſh, the Luff f the Eyes, and the © 
Pride of Life, is not of 2 Father, 
but is of the World. The laſt of 
theſe ſeduces many; the ſecond 
more ; and the firſt perhaps moſt of 
all. But ſurely we muſt be wretch» 
edly wanting to ourſelves ; ſtrangely 
off our Guard, if we ſuffer Things, 
ſo trifling in their Nature, and of ſo 
ſhort a Continuance too, as the very 


» 7+ 


. higheſt 
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2 higheſt : of, theſ 


be, nor our preſent moſt enlarg d 
Lapacities comprehend ; jmmenſe 

in Degree, infinite in Duration. 80 

far indeed we are inform d, that 
u ſpall ſee God as He is; and that 

when we ſee Him we Hall be like 
Him; like Him in Holineſs, and 
like Him in Happineſs ; that when 
we awake — after bis Likeneſs we 
Hall be ſatisfied with it; and that 
a Work which cannot be finiſh'd 


ſhall however be the Work of an 
Eternity. All this we know; but 
, Cor. ſtill ve Ino. but in part; our high- ' 
57 eſt preſent Ideas are but very faint 
ones; the moſt exalted Notions we 

can poſſibly entertain, are vaſtly diſ- 
proportionate, quite inadequate to 
their Object. Let us then, animat- 

ed with ſuch pleaſing Hopes, ſuch 
tranſporting Views, ſo glorious a 
Proſpect, uſe our utmoſt Care and 
Diligence: t to make our Calling and 


" Ebeetion 


not we fin, inſe parable. 


Election are; ; ſo to paſs. AD SERM. 


Things egal, that we finally fu ny 
not the Things eternal. Let us wh 
faſtly look up to Heaven, and by* 
Faith behold the Glory that ſhall be 
revealed, And may * great and 
good God, who has prepar d for 
them that love Him ſuch good Things 
as paſs Man's Underſtanding, graft 
in our Hearts the Love of his ame; 
increaſe in us true Religion; nouriſh 
us with all Goodneſs; and of his great 
Mercy keep us in the ſame; that lou- 
ing Him above all Things, we may 
obtain his gracious Promiſes, which 
exceed all that we can defire, thro' 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to whom, 
with the cternal Spirit, « Wh Perſons 
and one moſt glorious God, be Bleſs- 
ing and Honour, Thankſgiving and 
Praiſe, more than wecan utter, more 
than we can conceive, from all An- 
gels, all Men, and all Creatures, 
World without End. Amen, and 
Amen. 
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